403.2.2 Sealing (Mandatory). All ducts, air handlers, filter boxes and building cavities which form the primary air containment passageways for air distribution systems shall be considered ducts or plenum chambers, shall be constructed and sealed in accordance with  Section 503.2.7.2 of this code and shall be shown to meet duct tightness criteria in Section 403.2.2.1.

403.2.2.1 Duct tightness.  Duct tightness shall be verified by testing to ASHRAE Standard 152. All ducts and air handlers shall be either located in conditioned space or tested by a Class 1 BERS rater to be “substantially leak free” by one of the following methods: 

	1. Post construction test: Leakage to outdoors shall be less than or equal to 3 8 cfm (84.9 226.5 L/min) per 100 ft2 (9.29 m2) of conditioned floor area or a total leakage less than or equal to 9 12 cfm (254 12 L/min) per 100 ft2 (9.29 m2) of conditioned floor area when tested at a pressure differential of 0.1 inches w.g. (25 Pa) across the entire system, including the manufacturer’s air handler enclosure. All register boots shall be taped or otherwise sealed during the test.
2. Rough-in test:  Total leakage shall be less than or equal to 4 6 cfm (113.3 169.9 L/min) per 100 ft2 (9.29 m2) of conditioned floor area when tested at a pressure differential of 0.1 inches w.g. (25 Pa) across the roughed-in system, including the manufacturer’s air handler enclosure. All register boots shall be taped or otherwise sealed during the test. If the air handler is not installed at the time of the test, total leakage shall be less than or equal to 2 4 cfm (56.3 113.3 L/min) per 100 ft2 (9.29 m2) of conditioned floor area.
Exception: 
Duct testing is not mandatory for buildings complying by Section 405 of this code.



