
 

November 26, 2025 
 
 
 
Chairman Michael Bourre 
Florida Building Commission 
Department of Business and Professional Regulation 
2601 Blair Stone Road 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
Dear Chairman Bourre, 
 
For nearly 70 years, the mission of Tall Timbers has been to foster exemplary land 
stewardship through research, conservation and education. Our research and 
conservation efforts have benefitted generations of forestland owners in Florida, 
Georgia, and beyond. Throughout our focal area, forestry is a key driver of local and 
regional economies, helping to sustain rural communities and providing thousands 
of good paying jobs. Unfortunately, in recent years, a devastating combination of 
hurricanes and mill closures has taken a significant toll on one of Florida’s largest 
economic sectors.  
 
Moving forward, expanding markets for wood products will prove vital for the future 
of forestry in Florida. With this in mind, Tall Timbers urges the Florida Building 
Commission to incorporate provisions for Tall Mass Timber (TMT) in the Florida 
Building Code. Tall Mass Timber is a renewable product grown right here in Florida 
that meets or exceeds all performance standards for the Florida Building Code and 
even exceeds many performance standards for concrete and steel. Adopting TMT 
into the Florida Building Code would strengthen Florida’s forestry industry by 
increasing demand for locally sourced timber, supporting rural economies, and 
keeping Florida’s forests growing.  
 
Tall Timbers respectfully requests that the Florida Building Commission follow the 
precedent established by 33 other states, including our southern neighbors (South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas) and adopt TMT into 
our state Building Code. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
 
Bill Palmer, Ph.D. 
President/CEO 
Tall Timbers 
 
 

 


