
 
November 24, 2025 
 
Chairman Michael Bourre 
Florida Building Commission 
Department of Business and Professional Regulation 
2601 Blair Stone Road 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
Dear Chairman Bourre: 

On behalf of the members of the Florida Forestry Association, we urge the Florida Building Commission to adopt 
provisions for Tall Mass Timber (TMT) in the Florida Building Code. TMT is a renewable, high-performance building 
material that meets or exceeds the durability, safety, and performance standards of concrete and steel. The 
International Building Code (IBC) now includes provisions recognizing TMT's broad use in residential and commercial 
applications. The Florida Building Code, however, remains silent on TMT, forcing it into the "alternative building 
material" category. This requires local approval without consistent state standards. Importantly, the Building Officials 
Association of Florida (BOAF) has repeatedly expressed unequivocal support for inclusion of MT provisions for consistent 
regulation, safe use, and continued strength of the Florida Building Code. 

Thirty-three states, including southeastern neighbors South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
Texas—regions with similar climates, pest risks, and hurricane exposure—have integrated TMT into their building codes. 
Florida’s exclusion of TMT disregards its proven engineering, design, and safety capabilities, despite the material 
meeting or exceeding technical requirements for other building products used in our state. 

Forestry and timber production are vital to our states’ rural economies. These industries sustain hundreds of thousands 
of jobs, drive local tax bases, and support small businesses across our rural communities. Beyond their economic 
impact, they also play a critical role in responsible land management by enhancing forest health and mitigating wildfire 
risks.  The closure of wood-using mills and reduced production have led to job losses, reduced market access for small 
landowners, and declining local revenues. These impacts are felt throughout our communities – affecting everything 
from family livelihoods to forest stewardship.  Additionally, preliminary results from an ongoing University of Florida’s 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) study indicate a decline in its economic power. Adopting TMT 
provisions would revitalize our industry by increasing demand for locally sourced timber, creating jobs in rural 
communities, fostering sustainable economic growth, and keeping forestland forested. 

We respectfully request that the Florida Building Commission: 
 Adopt TMT provisions in the Florida Building Code.  
 Give clear, technical reasons if TMT is denied, and let impacted groups appeal the decision.  
 Reconsider the Commission's supermajority requirement, which exceeds typical thresholds. 
 Review the Commission’s member selection to ensure all 19 positions are filled and include fair input 

from all groups. 

The Florida Building Commission plays a pivotal role in safeguarding public health, safety, and welfare while shaping a 
sustainable future. Excluding TMT without clear technical justification raises concerns about barriers to innovation, 
consumer choice, and environmental progress. By incorporating TMT into the Florida Building Code, the Commission 
can champion safer, greener, and economically beneficial construction practices that protect Florida’s environment, 
bolster its economy, and enhance its resilience. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Jim Karels     Avery C. Roberts    Brittany Varn 
Executive Director    President     Interim Executive 
            Vice President 


