
 

 

TO: The Florida Building Codes Commission (FBC Commission)  

ATTN: Mo Madani, Technical Director, Building Codes and Standards Office  

FROM: Derek Ratchford and Bill Tobin, SmartLam  

DATE: November 25, 2025  

SUBJECT: Adoption of Latest Mass Timber Codes and the Economic/Professional 
Imperative for Florida 

The State of Florida has a critical opportunity to join the majority of other states by 
adopting the latest International Building Code (IBC) provisions pertaining to Mass 
Timber construction. This is not simply a technical update; it is an economic and 
professional necessity that addresses market demands and positions Florida for 
sustainable, resilient commercial development. 

1. Addressing Historical Concerns with Confidence 

We understand the Commission has historically expressed reluctance based on key 
issues such as fire safety, moisture mitigation, and allowable height. Modern mass 
timber, particularly Cross-Laminated Timber (CLT), effectively neutralizes these concerns: 

• Fire Safety (FRR): Mass timber exhibits favorable structural performance in fire 
due to the formation of a self-insulating char layer that burns at a predictable 
rate, protecting the structural core and allowing it to retain load-carrying capacity. 
Specific grades of CLT have passed the ASTM E119 fire test with a 2-hour Fire 
Resistance Rating (FRR). 

• Water/Moisture: Best practice mass timber construction includes detailing and 
installation procedures that mitigate moisture intrusion, ensuring long-term 
durability. Our integrated process focuses on proactive coordination to resolve 
these critical details during the design phase. 

• Allowed Height: The latest IBC codes were developed after years of rigorous 
testing, validating the structural and fire-safety performance required for taller 
mass timber structures. Florida must align with these validated national standards. 

 



 

 

2. SmartLam: Proven Impact and Unmatched Expertise in the U.S. Market 

To provide context for the necessity of these code changes, SmartLam is the nation’s 
largest producer of mass timber. Our foundation of design and fabrication expertise is 
unparalleled in the North American market, demonstrating the material’s real-world 
viability across all critical sectors. 

• Pioneering and Scale: We were the first certified manufacturer of Cross-
Laminated Timber (CLT) in the United States. With state-of-the-art facilities on 
both the East and West Coasts, we serve projects nationwide, providing 
production redundancy that ensures schedule certainty. 

• Design and Fabrication Leadership: Our integrated process allows us to handle 
every phase of a project, from initial design through manufacturing. We leverage 
Precision CNC fabrication and expertise in Delegated Design for glulam beams, 
CLT panels, and connections, ensuring complex structures are built precisely. 

• Market Sector Impact: SmartLam has furnished mass timber systems for diverse 
and demanding market segments, including industrial manufacturing, 
educational facilities, multifamily housing, and commercial office buildings. 

• Validation through Testing: We have proactively addressed technical concerns 
through extensive validation, including fire and blast testing. This includes mass 
timber structures proven to exhibit high resilience under dynamic loading for 
critical applications and specific CLT grades that have passed the ASTM E119 fire 
test with a 2-hour Fire Resistance Rating (FRR). 

 

3. Economic Opportunities and Risk of Loss 

Failure to adopt the latest mass timber codes directly translates to lost investment and 
missed economic opportunities for Florida: 

• Lost Solicitations (Projects): Mass timber is now the preferred material for 
institutional and private developers committed to low-carbon construction and 
seeking accelerated construction schedules. Projects that rely on mass timber's 
speed and efficiency—such as industrial manufacturing, educational facilities, and 
multifamily housing—will bypass Florida for states with a clear conformance path. 



 

 

• State Forestry and Economic Opportunities: Adoption immediately creates 
demand for Southern Pine mass timber products, directly benefiting Florida's 
forestry sector, sawmills, and manufacturers. This reinforces sustainable forestry 
practices and supports regional economies, aligning with commitments to 
regionally sourced materials. 

 

4. Professional Demand and Market Alignment 

The demand from the Design and Building Trade community to recognize a safe, 
organized conformance path for mass timber is rapidly increasing. 

• Accelerated Construction: Architects, Engineers, and Contractors are demanding 
materials that deliver project certainty and dramatic reductions in construction 
cycle times. Modern mass timber construction is significantly faster due to its 
panelized design and Precision CNC fabrication. 

• Workforce Development: Adoption encourages the growth of local expertise in 
mass timber engineering, fabrication, and installation, fostering a future-forward 
building trade. 

Conclusion 

SmartLam urges the FBC Commission to act decisively by adopting the latest IBC Mass 
Timber Codes. This move is essential to mitigate immediate economic losses, capitalize 
on the vast opportunities within the forestry and construction sectors, and meet the clear 
technical demands of Florida's design professionals. 

We stand ready to provide any further data or technical expertise required. 

Sincerely, 

 

 


