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Florida Building Commission
c/o Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulat ion
2601 Blair Stone Road
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Subject: BOAF Posit ion Statement on Mass Timber in the Florida 
Building Code, 9th Edit ion

Dear Commissioners of the Florida Building Commission:

The Building Officials Associat ion of Florida (BOAF) strongly supports 
the inclusion of mass t imber provisions in the Florida Building Code 
(FBC), 9th edit ion. BOAF has also historically supported the inclusion of 
Mass Timber provisions for the 7th and 8th FBC Edit ions.

Mass Timber buildings are already being constructed in Florida(and 
throughout the nat ion and internat ionally); however, the absence of 
codified standards creates inconsistency in review and enforcement. 
These provisions establish proven standards for fire performance, 
structural reliability, and sustainability while maintaining the high 
safety expectat ions of the FBC.

BOAF believes inclusion of these provisions is essent ial for four primary 
reasons:

1. Consistency:
Codificat ion establishes uniform standards statewide, ensuring all 
jurisdict ions apply the same technical requirements for design, review, 
and construct ion.

2. Enforceability:
Inclusion provides building officials with the necessary authority and 
clarity to properly regulate and inspect mass t imber projects under 
specific code language. Sect ion 104.11 FBC, Building, providing for 
alternat ive materials, design and methods of construct ion and 
equipment, is not the answer to consistent, proper enforcement and 
regulat ion.

3. Public Safety:
Adoption of the mass t imber provisions ensures that all buildings in 
Florida meet proven standards for fire resistance, structural 
performance, and occupant protect ion, upholding the FBC?s reputat ion 
for the highest standards of building performance.



4. Alignment with Statute Prevent ing Material Discriminat ion:

Sect ion 553.73(9)(a) Item #4, FS, indicates modificat ions to the FBC cannot discriminate against 
materials. This sect ion specifically states ?Does not discriminate against materials, products, 
methods, or systems of construct ion of demonstrated capabilit ies.? Mass t imber has clearly 
demonstrated it  is a capable means of construct ion and cont inuing to keep it  out of the code is 
clearly discriminat ing against a type of material.

BOAF wants to ensure that Florida maintains its posit ion as having a strong, comprehensive, and 
forward-looking building code. Quite simply, the t ime has come to incorporate mass t imber.Without 
these provisions, the FBC cannot fully meet its purpose of ensuring safe and consistent construct ion 
statewide. BOAF respectfully urges the Florida Building Commission to adopt the ent ire package of 
proposed mass t imber provisions, so Florida cont inues to lead in safety, resilience, and building 
performance.

Sincerely,

Eve Spencer, CBO

President

21 November 2025
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