Energy
Conservation

Significant Provision Changes
9th Edition (2026) Florida Building Code,
Energy Conservation Volumes —
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

This publication provides an overview of the
most impactful commercial and residential
provision changes between the 8t Edition
(2023) and 9t Edition (2026) Florida Building
Code, Energy Conservation (FBCEC) volumes.
A quick reference, bulleted list highlights the
most impactful commercial and residential
FBCEC changes. The remaining pages provide
chapter-by-chapter discussions of impactful
changes to the code, separated into
commercial and residential sections.
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The 9t Edition (2026) FBCEC is comprised of
the 8t Edition (2023) Florida Building Code,
Energy Conservation (FBCEC) “base code”
plus Florida Building Commission-approved
modifications from both the 2024
International Energy Conservation Code
(IECC) and other proposals made during the
2026 code change cycle.

DISCLAIMER—This document is intended to give the reader only general
factual information current at the time of publication. This document is
not a substitute for professional advice and should not be used for
guidance or decisions related to a specific design or construction
project. This document is not intended to reflectthe opinion of any of the
entities, agencies or organizations identified in the materials and if any
opinions appear, they are those of the individual author and should not
be relied upon in any event. This document is applicable to the Florida
Building Code, Energy Conservation 9t Edition (2026).




Commercial Energy Conservation
Code Changes

HIGHLIGHTS: -
EEE

Added 34 new definitions and revised 4 existing
ones.

Replaced the fixed <85% compliance threshold
for simulated performance with an equation-
based variable percentage.

Converted opaque non-swinging door
requirements from R-value to equivalent U-factor
and increased vertical fenestration and skylight
stringency.

Tightened air leakage limits from 0.40 to 0.35
cfm/ft? at 75 Pa and added testing/reporting for
dwelling and sleeping units.

Increased minimum efficiency requirements
across five HVAC equipment categories, including
ACs, heat pumps, boilers, and VRF systems.

Introduced new controls for gas-fired large
boilers, including combustion air shutoff (22,500
kBtu/h) and airflow modulation for 210 hp
systems.

Limited demand control kitchen ventilation
(DCKYV) applicability to Type I exhaust hoods
only.

Added new exhaust control requirements for
intermittently operated bathrooms and toilet
rooms with multiple control strategies.

Required new gas-fired large hot water boilers to
achieve 290% efficiency and <120°F return water
temperature under all conditions.

Established comprehensive boiler combustion air
control and stack gas oxygen compliance
requirements.

Introduced humidity control requirements,
including dehumidification, humidification, and
interlocks to prevent simultaneous operation.

Required occupied standby controls to adjust
setpoints by 21°F and shut off supply airflow to
zones.

Reduced interior and exterior lighting power
allowances and added requirements for
secondary sidelight daylighting zones.

Mandated ASHRAE 90.4 compliance for electrical
equipment in data centers and computer rooms.

Expanded additional energy efficiency measures
to a total of 39.

Residential Energy Conservation

Code Changes

e New definitions (13) and revisions (2);
Renovated Buildings definition now
differentiates for natural disaster-related
alterations.

e Increased stringency for performance
compliance method (R405); now requires
an e-Ratio of 0.85 to pass.

e Duct testing exception removed for Section
R405 (performance) compliance.

e Proposed Design maximum area-
weighted average fenestration SHGC
reduced from 0.50 to 0.40 for Section
R405 (performance) compliance.

e Additional Efficiency Requirements for
prescriptive compliance (new Section R407).

e Exception added to prescriptive compliance
allowing R-20 unvented attics
if listed requirements are met; first
introduced as mid-cycle 2023 change.

¢ Reduced maximum skylight U-factors and
SHGCs for prescriptive compliance.

e Form R402 Insulation and Fenestration
table is updated and expanded.

e Smart thermostat option is added to
programmable thermostat requirement for
prescriptive compliance.

e Continuous insulation options for walls and
floors added for prescriptive compliance.

e New attic access gasketing materials and
installation and insulation requirements, and
eave baffle installation requirement.

e New section adds mechanical ventilation
system flow rate testing and verification
requirements (with exceptions).

e New section specifies control options for
exhaust systems designed for
intermittent operation serving
bathrooms or toilet rooms.

e Revised and updated equipment sizing and
cooling equipment capacity sections.

Florida Building Code, Energy Conservation 9™ Edition (2026) — Significant Changes 2



EEE Commercial Energy Conservation Code Changes
]

This overview of commercial provision changes in the 9th Edition (2026)
Florida Building Code, Energy Conservation (FBC-EC) focuses on code sections
with significant changes, and it highlights changes with energy impacts.

CHAPTER 2 [CE] Definitions

New commercial definitions added to the 9t Edition (2026) FBCEC include:
e Air-Circulating Fan e Fan System, Single-Cabinet
e Construction Documents Fan System, Transfer
e Demand Control Kitchen Fan System, Airflow
Ventilation (DCKV)" Horticulture Lighting
e Demand Responsive Control Humidistatic Controls
DX-Dedicated Outdoor Air Indoor Grow
System Unit (DX-DOAS Unit) North-Oriented

e East-Oriented Occupied-Standby Mode

e Emittance Photosynthetic Photon

e Energy Recovery, Series Efficiency (PPE)

e Energy Recovery Ratio e Physical Renewable Energy
Series (SERR) Power Purchase Agreement

e Energy Storage System (ESS) e Process Application

e Energy Use Intensity (EUI) e Pump Energy Index (PEI)

e Equivalent Diameter e Sensible Energy Recovery Ratio

e Exterior Wall Envelope e Simulated Building Performance

e Fan Electric Input Power e South-Oriented

e Fan System e Thermal Bridge

e Fan System, Complex e  West-Oriented.

e Fan System, Exhaust or Relief

Definitions of "Greenhouse," "Listed," "Renovated Building,” and “Standard
Reference Design” were modified.

CHAPTER 3 [CE] General Requirements

Section C303.1.3, Fenestration Product Rating, has been revised to clarify that
product rating metrics must include both solar heat gain coefficient (SHGC) and
visible transmittance (VT). Product labels and associated label certificates for
fenestration products used in the project are required to be issued by an NFRC-
licensed independent Certification and Inspection Agency (IA). Table
C303.1.3(1) has also been updated to replace the term “Glazed block” with
“Glass block.”

CHAPTER 4 [CE] Commercial Energy Efficiency

The Commercial Energy Efficiency chapter underwent extensive revisions
between the 8th Edition (2023) and the 9th Edition (2026) FBCEC. These
changes include numerous clarifications, reorganization of several sections, and
the introduction of new and revised provisions. Key updates address thermal
envelope efficiency requirements, enhanced air leakage rate reduction and
testing criteria, increased minimum HVAC equipment efficiency, reduced
lighting power allowances, and expanded requirements and procedures for
additional efficiency measures.
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C401.2 Application
The compliance requirements for the simulated building performance method
have been revised to replace the fixed 85 percent threshold with an equation-
based percentage of the standard reference design building’s annual energy
cost (PAEC). The revised provision requires that energy prices be derived from
approved sources. It also limits the reduction in energy cost attributable to on-
site renewable energy in the proposed design to no more than 5 percent of the
total energy cost. In addition, the amount of renewable energy procured from
off-site sources must be equivalent in both the standard reference design and
the proposed design.

C402.5.1.2 Air leakage compliance

The revised provision increased the stringency of
measured air leakage rate from 0.40 to 0.35 cfm/ft2 at 0.3
inch of water gauge (75 Pa) for all buildings and as an
alternative added a measured leakage rate threshold of
0.27 cfm/ft2 at 0.2 inch of water gauge (50 Pa) for Group I-
1 and Group R-1 buildings if tested by an approved third
party. Added a new air-leakage testing method and
reporting requirement for dwelling and sleeping units.

C402.5.1.2.3 Whole building test method and reporting
The revision requires the building thermal envelope to be
tested by an approved third party. A report documenting
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A new air-leakage testing method and reporting
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the tested surface area, floor area, building volume, requirement for dwelling and sleeping units has
number of stories above grade, and the measured air been added. Credit: iStock

leakage rate must be submitted to both the code official

and the building owner. The exception has also been modified to permit testing
of either the entire building thermal envelope for buildings with a floor area
less than or equal to 10,000 square feet, or a portion of the building for
buildings with a floor area greater than 50,000 square feet.

C402.5.1.2.4 Dwelling and sleeping unit enclosure method and reporting

This change introduces new requirements for building thermal envelope air
leakage testing and reporting in accordance with ASTM E779,
ANSI/RESNET/ICC 380, ASTM E1827, or an approved equivalent method for
enclosures in dwelling and sleeping units. Buildings with fewer than eight units
must have all units tested, while buildings with eight or more units must test
the greater of seven units or 20 percent of the total, including representative
units (top, middle, ground floor, and the unit with the largest enclosure area).
Where any tested unit exceeds the maximum allowable air leakage rate, three
additional units of varied types and locations must be tested. Enclosed spaces
with at least one exterior wall in the thermal envelope must be tested in
accordance with Section C402.5.1.2.3. Exceptions are provided for corridors
and stairwells, and enclosed spaces with a conditioned floor area of 1,500
square feet or less are permitted to comply with either the Materials or
Assemblies section.

C402.5.7 Vestibules

Revised the provision that doors that have an air curtain unit must demonstrate
a velocity of not less than 6.56 ft/s (2 m/s) at 6 inches (152 mm) above the
floor when tested in accordance with ANSI/AMCA 220 or ISO 27327-1. Air
curtains, curtain units and their controls must comply with function
performance testing of section C408.2.3.
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C403.2.3 HVAC equipment performance requirements

This section has been revised to improve clarity, including updates to footnotes
and efficiency values in Tables C403.2.3(1), C403.2.3(2), C403.2.3(5),
C403.2.3(11), and C403.2.3(12) to align with the 2024 IECC. The revision also
increases the stringency of efficiency requirements for variable refrigerant flow
(VRF) air conditioners and heat pumps.

C403.2.6.1 Demand control ventilation

The provision has been revised and reorganized to separate demand control
ventilation requirements for single-zone and multi-zone systems. Single-zone
requirements apply to spaces served by systems with an air-side economizer in
accordance with Section C403.3. For multi-zone systems, the space floor area
threshold for demand control ventilation now varies by climate zone. The
revision also increases the exemption floor area threshold and classifies it by

climate zone.

C403.2.8 Kitchen exhaust systems

The provision has been revised to clarify that demand
control kitchen ventilation (DCKV) requirements apply
only to Type I exhaust hood systems and has been
reorganized for clarity. DCKV controls are now required
for kitchen exhaust systems serving Type | hoods with
exhaust airflow rates greater than 5,000 cfm. The systems
must include controls to modulate both exhaust and
replacement airflows. In addition, each hood must be a
factory-built commercial exhaust hood listed by a
nationally recognized testing laboratory and comply with
the requirements of Table C403.2.8.

C403.2.12.5.4 Intermittent exhaust control for bathrooms
and toilet rooms

Demand control kitchen ventilation is now
required for exhaust systems serving Type I hoods
with airflow rates greater than 5,000 cfm.
Credit: iStock

A new section establishes exhaust control requirements for intermittently
operated bathrooms and toilet rooms, including provisions for manual-on
capability, timer controls, occupant sensors, humidity controls, and
contaminant controls. Bathroom and toilet room exhaust systems that serve as
integral components of an outdoor air ventilation system in Group R-2, R-3, and
R-4 occupancies are not required to have manual-on capability and must not
use offset setpoint control as an alternative to meet minimum setpoint
requirements.

C403.2.15 Buildings with high-capacity space-heating gas boiler systems

A new section requires gas-fired hot water boiler systems for space heating
applications in new buildings with capacities ranging from 1 to 10 million
Btu/h to achieve a minimum thermal efficiency of 90 percent. The provision
also requires the hot water distribution system to be designed to ensure a
return water temperature of not more than 120°F under all operating
conditions.

C403.7 Boilers

A new Section C403.7 establishes two requirements: (1) combustion air
positive shutoff control for large boilers with capacities = 2,500 kBtu/h and
non-positive vent static pressure; and (2) for newly installed boilers or boiler
systems with combustion air fan motors rated = 10 hp, either a variable-speed
fan motor or controls capable of modulating airflow based on load to

50 percent or less of the design air volume.
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C403.7.1 Boiler oxygen concentration controls

A new requirement applies to newly installed boilers with an input capacity of
= 5,000 kBtu/h operating at a minimum part-load ratio of 90 percent, requiring
compliance with maximum stack gas oxygen concentration limits specified in
Table C403.7.1. The provision prohibits the use of common gas and combustion
air control linkages or jackshafts. An exception is provided for boiler systems
where 50 percent or more of the system capacity serves Group R-2 occupancies,
which are exempt from the oxygen concentration control requirement.

C403.8 Humidification and dehumidification controls

A new Section C403.8 establishes humidity control requirements, including
three subsections. Section C403.8.1 requires dehumidification to maintain
conditions below the lesser of a 55°F (13°C) dew point or 60 percent relative
humidity in the coldest zone served. Section C403.8.2 requires humidification
to maintain relative humidity above 30 percent in the warmest zone served.
Section C403.8.3 requires control interlocks to prevent the simultaneous
operation of humidification and dehumidification equipment.

C403.9 Occupied standby controls

A new Section C403.9 establishes occupied standby mode control requirements
for postsecondary classrooms, lecture and training rooms, conference/
meeting/multipurpose rooms, lounges and breakrooms, enclosed offices, open-
plan office areas, and corridors. The controls must, within five minutes of
entering standby mode, reset the active heating setpoint downward by at least

1°F (0.55°C), reset the cooling setpoint upward by at
least 1°F (0.55°C), and shut off supply airflow when the
space temperature is between the active heating and
cooling setpoints. An exception is provided for spaces
served by multi-zone systems without automatic zone
flow control dampers.

Table C404.2.1 Draw Patterns

A new table defines hot water draw patterns—very
small, low, medium, and high—and specifies associated
ranges for bin daily usage (gallons), first-hour rating (for
tank-type water heaters), and maximum flow rate (GPM)

for tankless water heaters, in accordance with the test
procedures in 10 CFR Part 430.

New Section C403.9 establishes occupied standby
mode control requirements for a number of
spaces including conference rooms. Credit: iStock

C405 Electrical Power and Lighting Systems

The lighting control provisions for both interior and exterior applications have
been revised. Maximum lighting power density (LPD) allowances have been
reduced for most categories in Table C405.3.2(1) (Building Area Method), Table
C405.3.2(2) (Space-by-Space Method), and Table C405.4.2(2) (exterior lighting).
The revision also adds control requirements for secondary sidelit daylighting
zones and updates time-switch and application-specific control provisions.

C405.2 Lighting controls

The provision has been revised to require lighting systems in interior parking
areas to comply with the control requirements of Section C405.2.8. All other
lighting systems supplied through the building or site energy service must
comply with Sections C405.2.1 through C405.2.7. Exceptions are provided for
emergency lighting required by the Florida Building Code, buildings with exit
access components not equipped with fire alarm systems, and up to 0.02 W/ft?
of lighting in exit access components that are provided with fire alarm systems.
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C405.2.2 Time-switch controls

The revision removes exceptions to the time-switch control requirements for
(1) spaces where automatic shutoff could compromise occupant safety or
security, (2) lighting intended for continuous operation, and (3) shop and

laboratory classrooms.

C405.2.4.2 Sidelit daylight zone

The revision adds lighting control requirements for
secondary side lighted daylight zones, differentiates E‘%i-
between primary and secondary side lighted daylight
zones, and establishes a calculation procedure for
determining secondary side lighted daylight zone areas.
The section heading has also been modified.

C405.2.5 Specific application controls
The provision revises specific application lighting control g
requirements and adds a new requirement. It removes ] o
control requirements for luminaires in sleeping units and
permanently installed luminaires in dwelling units from

£

Control requirements were added for secondary
sidelit daylighting zones. Credit: iStock

this section. Lighting integrated into range hoods and
exhaust fans is required to be controlled independently of the exhaust fans.

C405.3.2 Interior lighting power allowance

The revision increases the stringency of lighting power allowances. Total
interior lighting power is determined by using the updated tables in Section
C405.3.2—Table C405.3.2(1) for the Building Area Method and Table
C405.3.2(2) for the Space-by-Space Method. Lighting Power Density (LPD)
allowances in both tables have been reduced for most building and

space categories.

C405.10 Data centers and computer rooms

A new section requires electrical equipment in data
centers and computer rooms to comply with ASHRAE
Standard 90.4. Transformers, uninterruptible power
supplies (UPS), motors, and other electrical power
equipment in data centers must comply with Section 8 of
ASHRAE 90.4. UPS systems in computer rooms must
meet the requirements of Tables 8.5 and 8.6. AC-output
UPS units utilizing standardized NEMA 1-15P or

NEMA 5-15P input plugs are exempt.

C406 Additional Efficiency, Renewable, and Load
Management Requirements

Section C406 has been extensively revised to establish Electrical equipment in data centers and

enhanced additional efficiency credit requirements computer rooms must now comply with ASHRAE

differentiated by building occupancy and climate zone.

Standard 90.4. Credit: iStock

The revision expands the number of efficiency measures
to 39, incorporates renewable energy and load management measures, and
updates associated achievable energy credit values. It also introduces revised
compliance thresholds, calculation procedures, and limited exceptions based on
building size, occupancy, and construction status.
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C406.1 Compliance

Section C406.1 establishes tiered compliance paths based on conditioned floor
area, occupancy, climate zone, and construction status, including provisions for
core and shell buildings with partial system completion. Buildings are required
to achieve both (1) minimum energy efficiency credits from Section C406.2 and
(2) renewable and load management credits from Section C406.3.

Required credits are determined by occupancy group and climate zone and
must be calculated on an area-weighted basis for projects with multiple
occupancies. Energy efficiency credits must comply with Tables C406.1.1(1)
and C406.1.1(2), and renewable and load management credits must comply
with Table C406.1.2. Limited credit interaction is permitted: excess energy
efficiency credits achieved under Section C406.2 may be applied to reduce the
renewable and load management credit requirement, as specified. Provisions
also include exclusions for certain industrial uses.

C406.2 Additional energy efficiency credits achieved
Section C406.2 requires that each energy efficiency
measure exceeds the minimum requirements of Sections
C402 through C405. Measures identified in Sections
C406.2.1 through C406.2.6 must achieve base credits as
listed in Tables C406.2(1) through C406.2(9), unless
modified by applicable factors or calculation methods.
Total project energy efficiency credits are determined as
the sum of credits from all selected measures. For projects
with multiple occupancy groups, credits must be
calculated by occupancy and weighted by conditioned
floor area. Credits for envelope efficiency (E01-E06),

HVAC performance (H01), and lighting reductions (L06)
must be determined at the whole-building level or for

For projects with multiple occupancy groups,
energy efficiency credits must be calculated by

permitted conditioned floor areas, while all other occupancy and weighted by conditioned floor

measures must be calculated by occupancy group area. Credit: iStock

and aggregated.

C406.3 Renewable and load management credits achieved

Section C406.3 establishes requirements for renewable energy and load
management credits through qualifying measures in Sections C406.3.1 through
(C406.3.8. These measures provide base credit, which may be adjusted as
specified and must be aggregated on an area-weighted basis for projects with
multiple occupancy groups. The section also introduces requirements for
automated load management controls for peak load response. Total renewable
and load management credits are determined as the sum of all applicable
measures and must meet or exceed the required values in Table C406.1.2,
subject to permitted reductions from surplus energy efficiency credits.

C409 Calculation of the HVAC Total System Performance Ratio

A new Section C409, including its subsections and associated table, establishes
calculation procedures for the HVAC Total System Performance Ratio (TSPR) as
a new optional compliance method. The provision supports HVAC energy credit
measure HO1 and does not increase the overall stringency of the 2026 FBC-EC
but instead provides additional design flexibility.
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@ Residential Energy Conservation Code Changes

This overview of residential provision changes in the 9th Edition (2026) Florida
Building Code, Energy Conservation (FBCEC) focuses on code sections with
significant changes and highlights changes with energy impacts.

CHAPTER 1 [RE] Scope and Administration

Residential Scope and Administration chapter changes include removal of the
REScheck option from the Section R101.5.1.1.1 Building thermal envelope
alternative compliance options. New section R103.2.2 stipulates construction
document requirements for solar-ready systems where a solar-ready zone

is provided.

CHAPTER 2 [RE] Definitions

New residential volume definitions include “Community Renewable Energy
Facility,” “Demand Response Signal,” “Demand Responsive Control,” “Direct
Ownership,” “Green Retail Pricing,” “Renewable Energy Investment Fund
(REIF),” and Renewable Energy Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)” in support
of new Section R407 Additional Efficiency Requirements for prescriptive
compliance. Renovated building definition now has separate 75% cost criterion

for natural disaster related alterations.

_—

CHAPTER 3 [RE] General Requirements

Section R303.1.3 adds authorization requirements for
manufacturers that label and certify fenestration product
U-factors, solar heat gain coefficients (SHGC) and visible
transmittance (VT) of glazed fenestration products. It also
adds VTannua measurement and rating specifications for
tubular daylighting devices.

CHAPTER 4 [RE] Residential Energy Efficiency

The Residential Energy Efficiency chapter had a number of
changes in the 9th Edition (2026) FBCEC, including several
clarifications, prescriptive and performance compliance
stringency increases, removal of a performance compliance

Prescriptive compliance now adds additional
efficiency requirements beyond just building
envelope. These options include various
equipment options like efficient HVAC systems.

duct testing exception, and form updates. Credit: iStock

R402.1 General (Prescriptive)

Exception 3 is added to prescriptive building thermal envelope requirements
allowing unvented attic and unvented enclosed rafter assemblies to be
insulated with a minimum of R-20 air impermeable insulation if listed
infiltration, ventilation system type, insulation installation, and HVAC and
ductwork location requirements are met. (First added mid-cycle to 2023 FBCEC
for consistency with HB 267—bill effective date July 1, 2025.)

Table R402.1.2 and Table R402.1.4: Skylights
Maximum skylight U-factors are reduced to 0.60 and maximum skylight SHGCs
are reduced to 0.28 for both Florida Climate Zones for prescriptive compliance.
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Table R402.1.2: Wood Frame Wall R-value and Floor R-value

New cavity insulation + continuous insulation “ci” options are provided in
Table R402.1.2 for frame walls and floors for prescriptive compliance.

A continuous insulation only option is now also provided for floors.

Table R402.4.1.1 Air Barrier and Insulation Installation: Ceiling/Attic
Provides additional attic space access gasketing materials

and installation and insulation requirements, plus an
additional eave baffle installation requirement.

R403.1.2 Programmable or “smart” thermostat (Prescriptive)
Existing section requires that the thermostat controlling
the primary heating or cooling system of the dwelling unit
be capable of controlling the heating and cooling system on
a daily schedule to maintain different temperature set
points at different times of the day. The 2026 change adds
smart thermostats as an option.

R403.3.3 Duct testing (Mandatory)
The duct leakage testing exception for Section R405
(performance) compliance has been removed, so unless

New exception to prescriptive building
thermal envelope requirements allows
unvented attic and unvented enclosed rafter

ducts and air handlers are located entirely within the assemblies to be insulated with a minimum
building thermal envelope (meeting the remaining testing of R-20 air impermeable insulation if listed
exception in Section R403.3.3), they must now be leakage requirements are met Credit: iStock

tested for performance compliance.

R403.6.3 Testing

A new mandatory section adds mechanical ventilation system flow rate testing
and verification requirements. Includes exceptions for certain kitchen range
hoods, ventilation systems with an integrated diagnostic tool used for airflow

measurement and user interface, and for unit sampling as specified in new
Section R403.6.4.

R403.6.5 Intermittent exhaust control for bathrooms and toilet rooms

A new mandatory section specifies control options for exhaust systems
designed for intermittent operation serving bathrooms or toilet rooms. Options
include timer, occupancy sensor, humidity, and contaminant control. An
exception is provided for whole-house mechanical ventilation systems.

R403.7.1 Equipment sizing (Mandatory) & R403.7.1.1

Cooling equipment capacity Standard | Proposed | e-Ratio | Project
. .. . . . . Reference | Loads Status

Equipment sizing and cooling equipment capacity sections Loads

R403.7.1 and R403.7.1.1 are revised to indicate different

requirements based on whether the system is single-stage, 63.40 58.95 0.93 FAILS

two-stage, or multi-stage, to verify the latent capacity 63.40 53.88 0.85 PASSES

meets the calculated latent load, and to require a notice to

Performance compliance stringency is

be installed on any supplementary air handler unit that is increased by just over 10% in the 2026 FBCEC,
installed to meet the latent load. passing now requiring a total e-Ratio of 0.85
or less.

R405.3 Performance-based compliance
The stringency of the Simulated Performance Alternative (Performance) based
compliance method is increased by slightly over 10% from the 8th Edition
(2023) level, the new maximum total e-Ratio decreasing from 0.95 to 0.85.
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Table R405.5.2(1): Skylights

Section R405 (performance) compliance now includes skylight area for the
Standard Reference Design if the Proposed Design has skylights (slightly
reducing stringency for projects with skylights).

Table R405.5.2(1): Thermostat
Offsets are added for modeling programmable or smart thermostats for the
Proposed Design for Section R405 (performance) compliance.

R405.5.3.4 Maximum fenestration SHGC

Proposed Design maximum area-weighted average fenestration SHGC is
reduced from 0.50 to 0.40 for Section R405 (performance) compliance (but
existing exception for window area-weighted average overhang depths of 4.0
feet or greater is retained).

R407 Additional Efficiency Requirements

New Section R407 details new additional efficiency requirements for Section
R401.2 Item 1 (prescriptive) compliance. Requires that not less than 10 credits
from not less than two measures specified in Table R407.2 be earned, with an
additional five credits required for dwelling units with more than 5,000 square
feet (465 m2) of living space. Credit options include enhanced building thermal
envelope, more efficient HVAC equipment, reduced water heating energy use,
more efficient thermal distribution, renewable energy, demand responsive
thermostat control, and lighting control.

TABLE R407.2—CREDITS FOR ADDITIONAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY

ﬂﬁﬁg:: MEASURE DESCRIPTION Climate Climate
Zone 1 Zone 2
R407.2.1.1(1) > 10% reduction in total UA
R407.2.1.1(2) > 20% reduction in total UA 2 4
RADT.2.A1.2 U-factor and SHGC for vertical fenestration per Table R407.2.1.2 1 1
Roof solar reflectance index (roof is above an unconditioned space
R407.2.1.3 connected to conditioned space or above a conditioned space) 5 5
R407.2.2(1)® High performance cooling with electric resistance heating 5 N/A
R407.2.2(2) High performance gas furnace and cooling 5 5
R407.2.2(3) High performance heat pump (Option 1: 15.2 SEER2 / 7.8 HSPF2) 6 4
R407.2.2(4) High performance heat pump (Option 2: 16.5 SEER2 / 8.2 HSPF2) 9 9
R407.2.3(1 or 2)= | Efficient water heating 6 6
R407.2.3(3) Efficient heat pump water heater exhausted to conditioned space 9 9
R407.2.3({4)(a)" Solar hot water heating system (Option 1) 13 13
R407.2.3{4)(b)* Solar hot water heating system (Option 2) 10 9
R407.2.3.1° Compact hot water distribution
R407.2.4{1)* Ductless or hydronic thermal distribution
R407.2.4(2)* > 80% of ductwork inside conditioned space
R407.2.5 Renewable energy measures 17 16
R407.2.6° Demand responsive thermostat 1 1
R407.2.7 Whole-home lighting control 1 1

(See code for footnotes.)

New Section R407 requires additional efficiency credits for prescriptive compliance. Not less
than 10 credits from not less than two measures specified in Table R407.2 must be earned,
with an additional five credits required for dwelling units with more than 5,000 square feet

(465 m?) of living space.
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CHAPTER 5 [RE] Existing Buildings

There is only one change to the residential Existing Buildings
section.

R502.1.1.2 Heating and cooling systems

Section R403.7 (equipment sizing requirements and electric
resistance space heating prohibition for Climate Zone 2
prescriptive compliance) is added to the compliance requirements
for new heating, cooling, and duct systems that are part of an
addition for additions complying via the prescriptive method.

APPENDIX RD: Forms

Residential form changes between the 8t Edition (2023) and 9t
Edition (2026) FBCEC include a new Mechanical Ventilation Test
Report, updated and expanded Form R402 Insulation and
Fenestration Requirements section, and general edition updates.

Mechanical Ventilation Test Report

A new Mechanical Ventilation Test Report is added for reporting
mechanical ventilation flow rate test results and pass/fail status
(see new mechanical ventilation testing Section R403.6.3).

Form R402-2026
The Form R402 Insulation and Fenestration Requirements by

Component table is updated and expanded to reflect 2026
Table R402.1.2 revisions.

FBCEC Climate Zone 2 |:|

FBCEC Climate Zone 1 !

ol -

By adding Section R403.7 to Existing
Buildings Section R502.1.1.2 heating
and cooling system requirements, the
Section R403.7.2 prescriptive
compliance prohibition against using
electric resistance as the primary space
heating system type for new
construction in Climate Zone 2 is
extended to additions complying by the
prescriptive method.

RESOURCES e
; pr MECHANICAL VENTILATION TESTREPORT
Florida Building Code, Energy RESIDENTIAL PRESCRIPTIVE, PERFORMANCE OR ERI METHOD COMPLIANCE
Conservation, 9t Edition (2026), FLORIDA BUILDING CODE, ENERGY CONSERVATION, 5TH EDITION (2026)
International Code Council, Inc. — —
Accessible online at pp—
https://www.floridabuilding.or — — e
/bc/bc default.aspx. == — =
ANSWERS TO SPECIFIC o ,,_ - .
QUESTIONS = = = =
Florida Department of Business and — = S =
Professional Regulation: I s e - e Te— -
1-850-487-1824 and Oeass  Oea
https://floridabuilding.org/. N ===
Testing Company
Camgany Name: oo
| ieuby wedtty 1hat the e odda, Hneviy Consarvition, Sockien RADLL 1
roquitements,
SIgnatera of Tester; Dt of Test:
Prinded Name of Testor;
Lieanse/Certencatssn & st Aty
New Mechanical Ventilation Test Report is added for reporting
mechanical ventilation flow rate test results and pass/fail status per
new mechanical ventilation testing Section R403.6.3 requirements.
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