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9th Edition (2026) Florida Building Code, Building

Glitch - Code language for consistency with HB 1175 — bill effective date — January 1, 2027

SP-FBC-B - Ch. 2/4 — Comment #1
Staff

SECTION 202—DEFINITIONS
Add the following definition:

Office surgery suite. That portion of a physician’s office where surgery is performed.

SECTION 469 OFFICE SURGERY SUITE

Revise section 469.3 to read as follows:
469.3 Office surgery suite occupancy classification.

469.3.1 Office surgery suites that provide services or treatment on an outpatient basis
to four seven or more patients at the same time that either renders the patients
incapable of taking action for self-preservation under emergency conditions without the
assistance from others, ef that provide surgical treatment requiring general anesthesia
to four seven or more patients at the same time, or provide treatment for seven or more
patients who, due to the nature of their injury or illness, are incapable of taking action for
self-preservation under emergency conditions without the assistance of others, shall
meet the requirements of Ambulatory Health Care Occupancies as described in NFPA
101, Life Safety Code and this code.

469.3.2 All other office surgery suites shall comply with the requirements of Business
occupancy as described in NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, and this code.

(Code language for consistency with HB 1175 — bill effective date — January 1, 2027)
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469.3 Office surgery suite occupancy classification.



469.3.1 Office surgery suites that provide services or treatment on an outpatient basis to feur
seven or more patients at the same time that either renders the patients incapable of taking action
for self-preservation under emergency conditions without the assistance from others, er that
provide surgical treatment requiring general anesthesia to fewr seven or more patients at the same
time, or that provide treatment for patients who, due to the nature of their injury or illness, are

incapable of taking action for self- preservation under emergency conditions without the assistance of
others, shall meet the requirements of Ambulatory Health Care Occupancies as described in
NFPA 101, Life Safety Code. and-thisecode.

469.3.2 All ether office surgery suites shall comply with the requirements of Business-eccupaney

as-desertbedin NEPA 1O Life Safety-Code, Business Occupancy, Ambulatory Care Facility, as
deseribed required in Section 422 of this code.

Statement for this proposed Comment:

The proposed editorial comment is intended to clarify the relationship between the Ambulatory
Health Care Occupancy provisions of NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, and the Business
Occupancy, Ambulatory Care Facility provisions contained within Section 422 of the Florida
Building Code (FBC) as applied to office surgery suites and to implement HB 1175.

Section 469 historically referenced Ambulatory Health Care Occupancy requirements associated
with NFPA 101, which utilize a threshold of four or more patients incapable of self-preservation
treated simultaneously on an outpatient basis. HB 1175 modifies this threshold for purposes of
determining when office surgery suites are required to comply with ambulatory health care
occupancy provisions contained in NFPA 101.

The phrase “and this code” should be removed from Section 469.3.1 because the Florida
Building Code does not establish a separate occupancy classification identified as “Ambulatory
Health Care Occupancy”. That terminology and occupancy classification are specific to NFPA
101, Life Safety Code. This revision is intended to editorially improve code coordination and
avoid implying that the Florida Building Code contains a separate ambulatory health care
occupancy classification parallel to NFPA 101.

HB 1175 requires that “...alternative to the safety design standards for ambulatory health care
occupancies...” be established. Within the Florida code framework, the ambulatory health care
occupancy classification is established through NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, as adopted by the
Florida Fire Prevention Code. The Florida Building Code does not contain a parallel ambulatory
health care occupancy classification. The proposed revisions are intended to coordinate Section
469 with the existing structure and terminology of the Florida Building Code while recognizing
that occupancy classification standards for ambulatory health care occupancies are established
through and are the purview of the Florida Fire Prevention Code, not the FBC.

The Florida Building Code regulates Business Occupancies containing Ambulatory Care
Facilities under Section 422. These provisions are separate from the Ambulatory Health Care
Occupancy provisions of NFPA 101 and are not based upon the same patient threshold criteria.



As a result, the patient thresholds contained within Section 469 relate specifically to application
of the NFPA 101 Ambulatory Health Care Occupancy provisions and do not eliminate or replace
the separate requirements applicable to Ambulatory Care Facilities that are part of Business
Occupancy requirements of the FBC.

The proposed comment clarifies that office surgery suites not required to comply with
Ambulatory Health Care Occupancy provisions of NFPA 101, must still comply with the
Business Occupancy provisions of NFPA 101 and the Business Occupancy provisions of the
Florida Building Code. The comment is therefore intended to maintain coordination between the
NFPA 101, Life Safety Code occupancy provisions and the current Florida Building Code
requirements applicable to ambulatory care functions involving patients rendered incapable of
self-preservation.

This editorial clarification preserves consistency within the Florida Building Code and avoids
unintentionally excluding office surgery suites from applicable Ambulatory Care Facility
provisions already established elsewhere within the code.

Comments Received Post TAC:

Comment
Errata — Consistency with the Commission’s approved modification
Skip Gregory

Mo

In going through the changes to the 9th edition of the FBC | noticed that the Table 509.1
INCIDENTAL USES in the 2024 IBC was not replicated exactly in the 9th edition of the FBC. |
took screen shots to show you what | am talking about. In the section:

In ambulatory care facilities and Group I-2 occupancies, storage rooms greater than 50
square feet,the IBC states it must be 1 hour and provide automatic sprinkler system.

But the FBC just states it must be | hour and no sprinklers.

Was this intentional because the other ambulatory care facilities state to provide
automation sprinkle system. Here are the difference in the screen shots of the table:

The reason this might be important is that it is not consistent.

Ambulatory Care Facilities are only required to be sprinkled when they have 4 or morein a
single story building.



So now waste and linen with containers 8.67 cubic feet or greater must be sprinklered for

all Ambulatory Care Facilities.

But for single story Ambulatory Care Facilities storage rooms do not have to be sprinkler no
matter how large they may be as long as there is not 4 or more patients.

Seems a bit off to me so that is why | am asking. Was it meant to copy the IBC into the FBC

for Table 5097

Best Regards,

Skip Gregory, AlA, NCARB
Health Facility Consulting, LLC
4128 Zermatt Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 32303

C: 850.567.3303

TABLE 509.1 INCIDENTAL USES

ROOM OR AREA

SEPARATION AND/OR PROTECTION

In ambulatory care facilities or Group |-2 occupancies, storage rooms greater than 50 square feet

1 hour and provide automatic sprinkler system

TABLE 509.1 INCIDENTAL USES

ROOM OR AREA

SEPARATION AND/OR PROTECTION

Furnace room where any piece of equipment is over 400,000 Btu per hour input

1 hour or provide automatic sprinkler system

Rooms with boilers where the largest piece of equipment is over 15 psi and 10 horsepower

1 hour or provide automatic sprinkler system

Refrigerant machinery room

1 hour or provide automatic sprinkler system

Hydrogen fuel gas rooms, not classified as Group H

1 hour in Group B, F, M, S and U occupancies; 2 hours in Group A, E, | and R

occupancies.

Incinerator rooms

2 hours and provide automatic sprinkler system

Paint shops, not classified as Group H, located in occupancies other than Group F

2 hours; or 1 hour and provide automatic sprinkler system

In Group E occupancies, laboratories and vocational shops not classified as Group H

1 hour or provide automatic sprinkler system

In Group -2 occupancies, laboratories not classified as Group H

1 hour and provide automatic sprinkler system

In ambulatory care facilities, laboratories not classified as Group H

1 hour or provide automatic sprinkler system

Laundry rooms over 100 square feet

1 hour or provide automatic sprinkler system

In Group I-2, laundry rooms over 100 square feet

1 hour and provide automatic sprinkler system

Group |-3 cells and Group I-2 patient rooms equipped with padded surfaces

1 hour and provide automatic sprinkler system

In Group I-2, physical plant maintenance shops

1 hour and provide automatic sprinkler system

In ambulatory care facilities or Group I-2 occupancies, waste and linen collection rooms with containers that have an
aggregate volume of 10 8.67 cubic feet or greater

1 hour and provide automatic sprinkler system

In other than ambulatory care facilities and Group I-2 occupancies, waste and linen collection rooms over 100 square
feet

1 hour or provide automatic sprinkler system




In ambulatory care facilities or Group I-2 occupancies, storage rooms greater than100 50 square feet 1 hour and provide automatic sprinkler system
Electrical installations and transformers See Sections 110.26 through 110.34 and Sections 450.8 through 450.48 of NFPA 7

protection and separation requirements.

For Sl: 1 square foot = 0.0929 m?, 1 pound per square inch (psi) = 6.9 kPa, 1 British thermal unit (Btu) per hour
= 0.293 watts, 1 horsepower = 746 watts, 1 gallon = 3.785 L, 1 cubic foot = 0.0283 m?.

(F11041/G128-21 AS)

Errata - Typo

SECTION 422— AMBULATORY CARE FAGHHHES-FACILITIES

Glitch — Conflict with rule 61C-5.001(2), F.A.C
SP-FBC-B - Ch. 35 — Comment #2

From: Doherty, Brenden <Brenden.Doherty@myfloridalicense.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 1:38 PM

To: Madani, Mo <Mo.Madani@myfloridalicense.com>

Subject: Urgent: Rollback of Planned ASME 17.1-2022 Code Adoption

Good afternoon, Mo:

Thank you for taking the time to talk today. As discussed, the Division of Hotels and
Restaurants Bureau of Elevator Safety will continue to enforce the existing ASME 17.1-2019
edition requirements that are outlined in section 61C-5.001(2), F.A.C., rather than
considering a rule change to adopt the 2022 edition requirements.

Following further review, the Division of Hotels and Restaurants Bureau of Elevator Safety
has determined that it will not proceed with the adoption of ASME 17.1-2022.

We request that this rollback be processed as a glitch fix to ensure the Florida Elevator
Safety Code and Florida Building Code continue to reference the same adopted standards,
avoiding any inconsistencies.

Please advise on the next steps to implement this correction.

Thank you for your insight and your assistance.



Best regards,
Brenden

TAC Recommendation: Glitch — AS — 11-0
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Brenden Doherty

DEPUTY DIRECTOR

DIVISION OF HOTELS & RESTAURANTS

Florida Department of Business & Professional Regulation
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Brenden.Doherty@MyFloridaLicense.com
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