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Cheryl Harris

No

12/14/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

1401

Pending Review

Yes14

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SP8091  60

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo No

Related Modifications

8163

Summary of Modification

Modification adds Surface and Subsurface Landscape Irrigation Systems connected to either potable or nonpotable water supplies 

and modifies the current Chapter 14 numbering system to integrate into the new section. Current code addresses subsurface irrigation 

connected to nonpotable water supply.

Rationale

Chapter 14 of the Plumbing Code was added during the last cycle direct from ICC Green Construction.  However, it only addressed 

subsurface landscape irrigation systems connected to nonpotable water sources.  The majority of Florida&#39;s landscape/turf 

irrigation is done by surface systems and subsurface systems connected to both potable and non potable water sources not from 

on-site reuse systems. Without addressing all types of irrigation systems the code now in place intended to encourage water 

conservation does little to conserve or protect the quality of Florida&#39;s water.  The most widely used method of irrigation not 

addressed in code uses approximately 40% of Florida&#39;s water.  Properly designed and installed irrigation systems will save and 

improve the quality of Florida&#39;s limited water resources.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Minimal except jurisdictions w/o local ordinance requiring permits. Unknown how many jurisdictions do not have commercial or 

residential irrigation requirements.  Backflow device inspection is required so costs for adding inspection at same time for 

irrigation could be recovered by permit fees.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Irrigation system is optional.  If system is installed it should be done in accordance to a standard that conserves water supply and 

quality.  Offset to any extra cost would be in the savings of consumers water bills and  cost to the public to find new water 

sources.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact to the irrigation industry relative to compliance with code.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact to small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Conservation of Florida&#39;s water supply and quality through proper installation of irrigation systems is critical to the health 

and welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Strengthens code by adding a standard for design and installation of irrigation systems.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Modification does not discriminate.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Modification does not degrade but to the contrary improves the effectiveness of the code.
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Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      
8
0
9
1
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 2/18/2019 YesAttachments Eberhard Roeder

Rationale

The proposed alternate language achieves the objective of the Florida Irrigation Society to include irrigation language in 

Chapter 14. It clarifies that onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems and their drainfields are regulated by Chapter 64E-6, 

Florida Administrative Code. This will avoid conflicts between Plumbing Code and Florida Onsite Sewage Statutes. The 

proposed alternate language deletes the language that my proposed modification 8384 aimed to delete as well. Several 

smaller edits for clarity are also included. The proposed alternate language was the result of discussions with Ms. Harris of the 

Florida Irrigation Society, the author of this modification 8091.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Proposal simplifies enforcement by clarifying that there is a single jurisdiction over onsite sewage treatment and disposal 

systems. Graywater systems are included in the definition of “onsite sewage treatment and disposal system” per 

381.0065(2)(k) Fl. Statutes. No impact on local entities.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Simplifies compliance with code by avoiding conflicts with Department of Health regulations. No impact on building and 

property owners, the existing requirements remain the same.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Simplifies compliance with code by avoiding conflicts with Department of Health regulations. No impact, the existing 

requirements remain the same.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact to small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Sanitary wastewater, including of graywater, disposal protects public health and the environment, and a clear code helps to 

achieve that. Application of Florida’s onsite sewage regulations provides uniformity and protection.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The proposed modification makes the code clearer by avoiding conflict with another state regulation, namely 64E-6, Florida 

Administrative Code, which provides at least equivalent methods.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

The proposed modification does not discriminate in this manner.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

By making the building code and the onsite sewage treatment code more consistent with each other the code system overall 

will become more effective.

Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      

8
0
9
1
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 2/18/2019 YesAttachments Cheryl Harris

Rationale

After reviewing the Modification number SP8384 submitted by the Florida Department of Health, the Florida Irrigation Society 

agrees with the rationale of completely eliminating the content of Chapter 14 as it was published in the 2017 Florida Building 

Code Plumbing. This change would eliminate a potential conflict between Florida Building Code and the Florida Administrative 

Code that is already in effect governing subsurface irrigation systems. However, we suggest alternate language for Chapter 14 

and the scope in Section 1401 to cover irrigation systems EXCEPT for systems connected to on-site sewage treatment and 

disposal systems and add wording for design and installation of all other irrigation systems. There were also minor changes in 

wording in the following for grammar, correction of definition, correction of Agency Title: 1401.5.9, 1401.12.1.2, 1401.13.7, 

1401.14.1.5 and 1401.14.1.6. from the original submittal.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

The alternate language clarifies that that the Department of Health/FAC has jurisdiction over subsurface connection to 

onsite wastewater treatment and sewage treatment reuse systems for irrigation purposes.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

There would be no change in cost to comply as current Florida Administrative Code is in place and would continue to 

prevail.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

There would be no change in cost to comply as current Florida Administrative Code is in place and would continue to 

prevail.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact to small business.

Requirements
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Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes. Clarifies that the Department of Health has jurisdiction over onsite wastewater and sewage treatment water reuse 

systems.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.
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