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Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Public use restrooms on publicly owned lands in flood hazard areas shall comply with the requirements of ASCE 24, except for 

elevation requirements, and shall comply with criteria set forth in the amendment.

Rationale

Under the current requirements of the NFIP and IFBC, restrooms for public use that are located in flood hazard areas must meet the 

same requirements as residential and commercial buildings. This proposal is intended to meet the intent of all NFIP requirements, 

except elevation requirements, to minimize flood damage, while acknowledging the special needs and access required or appropriate 

for public use restrooms. See support file for a complete rationale and photographs.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No change in costs associated with enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

The proposal will lower initial costs and lower routine and long-term facility maintenance by public entities that provide public use 

restrooms on publicly owned lands. Construction costs will be less than the cost to elevate and provide and maintain elevators 

and extensive ramp systems.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The code change proposal will decrease the cost of construction.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact; the proposal applies only to public use restrooms on publicly owned lands.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Accessible public use restrooms on publicly owned lands have a direct substantial connect to health, safety, and welfare of the 

public that visits public parks and beaches.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves the code by providing a better method to provide public use restrooms on publicly owned land, while preserving the 

objective of flood resistant construction.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No specific materials, products, methods or systems are specified.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Communities that permit public use restrooms on publicly owned lands in accordance with the proposal may have to justify such 

action to FEMA.
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Proponent  Gregory Wilson Submitted 2/13/2019 YesAttachments

See attached letter from the FEMA Floodplain Management Division Director

Comment:
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