
SWIMMING POOL TAC
WITH COMMENTS

TThis document created by the Florida Department of Business and 
Professional Regulation -

850-487-1824

 Total Mods for report: 17 1



TAC: Swimming Pool
Total Mods for Swimming Pool in Approved as Submitted: 10

Total Mods for report: 17

Sub Code: Building

Attachments

Michael Weinbaum

No

11/2/2018

Approved as Submitted

454.1.9.2.1

Pending Review

Yes4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7175  1

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Plunge pool dimensional standards are deferred to the design engineer

Rationale

Manufacturers have been designing Florida-only slide termini.  Manufacturers have successfully installed slide plunge pools (raft rides) 

with 18&quot; and smaller depths all over the US.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

The code enforcement official will have to determine how much evidence is required to satisfy them.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This does not affect existing installed slides

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The cost to slide manufacturers is reduced, no more "Florida-only" slides

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The design engineer is already expected to "Demonstrate to the jurisdictional building department's 

satisfaction" certain aspects of the design.  "This complied with the earlier version of the code" should 

be an adequate "demonstration."
Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, it is easy for riders to be injured if a slide and plunge pool are not well-matched.  Both the current code and the proposal 

prevent this injury.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, this allows new types of plunge pool designs to be used that are more appropriate to new types of slides.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Additional latitude is granted in all cases.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

All of these aspects still require the participation and satisfaction of the building official.

Swimming Pool2020 Triennial
2



Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period
7
1
7
5
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 4/24/2019 YesAttachments Michael Weinbaum

Rationale

added the year to the ASTM document's name both places that it is mentioned.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

see original proposal

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

see original proposal

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

see original proposal

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

The design engineer is already expected to "Demonstrate to the jurisdictional building department's 

satisfaction" certain aspects of the design.  "This complied with the earlier version of the code" should be an 

adequate "demonstration."
Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

see original proposal

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

see original proposal

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

see original proposal

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

see original proposal

1st Comment Period History

S
W

7
1
7
5
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/17/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code proposal.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History

S
W

7
1
7
5
-G

2
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/17/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code amendment.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History

S
W

7
1
7
5
-G

3
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

The current ASTM F2376 in dated 2017, the one proposed is dated 2013.  Why is this older version used, since the ASTM 

workgroup has likely updated some safety criteria.   Without incorporating this standard by reference into the FBC, and requiring 

all of the items in it be certified by the Professional Engineer or Architect that it complies with the standard, we anticipate another 

highly variable, and potentially unsafe set of conditions to implement statewide. Dept. of Health does not agree it is wise to 

delete the water depth, setbacks and the dimensions of the plunge pool from the existing FBC without further review of the newer 

2017 ASTM standard.  Please provide a copy of this newer standard for all TAC members to review.

Comment:
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Attachments

Mo Madani

No

12/9/2018

Approved as Submitted

454.1.6.1

Pending Review

Yes4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7798  2

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Table 406.3 Plumbing

Summary of Modification

Incorporating Commission’s declaratory statements as required by 553.73(7)(d), Florida Statutes. DS2018-040

Rationale

To clarify that the square footage of interactive water features are required to be considered when calculating the “size of pool” for 

purpose of determining the type and number of fixtures for sanitary facilities.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

There is no fiscal impact on the local entity relative to enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

There is no fiscal impact to building and property owners relative to the cost of compliance.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

There is no fiscal impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

There is no fiscal impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health and safety and welfare of the

general public - the code change clarifies the code

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Strengthens or improves the code by making the code requirements clearer to the user.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

The proposed code change provides clarification to the code.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

The code change improves the effectiveness of the code by making it more clear.

Swimming Pool2020 Triennial
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
7
9
8
-A

5

Proponent Submitted 5/25/2019 YesAttachments Kari Hebrank

Rationale

The Florida Swimming Pool believes this alternative language is a proper compromise to the original code proposal. A wading 

pool with an Interactive Water Feature doesn't necessarily create the need for additional sanitary facilities. Allowing the 

installation of a unisex bathroom when the combined pool size square footage exceeds the facilty threshold count is a better 

alternative.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

The alternative language should reduce enforcement costs as a unisex bathroom will need to be inspected instead of 

separate facilities.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

The alternative language provides a cost-savings to building and property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The industry will receive a cost-savings by including a unisex bathroom rather than separate sanitary facilities.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

There is no fiscal impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The alternative modification protects the health, safety and welfare of the public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The alternative language provides a better method and system of construction.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

The alternative language does not discriminate against products, methods or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

The alternative language enhances the code by providing a logical, cost-effective alternative.

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

7
7
9
8
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/1/2019 YesAttachments Jacqueline Feliciano

Rationale

The inclusion of IWFs in the calculation of the “size of pool” is illogical and inconsistent with the Code’s purpose to promote 

health and safety. The the bathing load indicates the maximum number of persons allowed in the entire pool area, not just in 

the water. When calculating the bathing load, IWFs should not be included in such calculation if they accompany a 

conventional swimming pool on the same property—the “multiple pool” exception. As such, increasing the “size of pool” 

calculation to account for the square footage of an IWF serves no purpose and would have absolutely no beneficial impact 

because the inclusion of an IWF does not add to the bathing load, nor the number of persons permitted in the general pool 

area (which includes the IWF). Simply put, it is counterintuitive to require additional restroom fixtures when additional people 

will not be permitted to use such restrooms—the added restrooms would be rendered superfluous. There would be no benefit 

to the health and/or safety of the bathers, in direct contradiction of the purpose of the Code. We believe adding a unisex 

restroom would be a perfect compromise to any concern raised.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

When calculating the bathing load, IWFs are not to be included in such calculation if they accompany a conventional 

swimming pool on the same property—the “multiple pool” exception.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Would create an increase in the cost of construction of the extra fixtures, increased utility costs, and increased water 

consumption by the property, yet would not provide any benefit to the health and/or safety of the bathers, in direct 

contradiction of the purpose of the Code.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Would affect an entire project: building’s requirements for HVAC, plumbing, electrical, parking spaces, and green space 

impacted significantly. The foregoing are all needless expenses that would be borne by the owner of the pool, and ultimately 

by those persons who enjoy the use of same.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

There is no fiscal impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Compromises by providing for a unisex bathroom, without the additional expense. Simply put, it is counterintuitive to require 

additional restroom fixtures when additional people will not be permitted to use such restrooms—the added restrooms would 

be rendered superfluous.
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Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Provides better alternative.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade effectiveness of the code, rather strengthens.

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
7
9
8
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/13/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association is OPPOSED to this code modification.

Comment:
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Attachments

James LePetrie

No

12/10/2018

Approved as Submitted

454.1.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7851  3

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Clarifies the definition of a collector tank for a commercial pool.

Rationale

FDOH inspectors have been interpreting this definition to mean the tank vent must be 2.25 sf in area, which is incorrect.  This mod 

clarifies the definition and will help avoid the misinterpretation.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

The misinterpretation makes the tanks more expensive, so this clarification will reduce the cost of the tanks slightly.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The misinterpretation makes the tanks more expensive, so this clarification will reduce the cost of the tanks slightly.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Does not change the manner in which the tank operates, which is already the safest way to avoid entrapment in swimming pools.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Clarifies the definition and reduces confusion between FDOH, engineers, manufacturers, and builders.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
8
5
1
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 5/26/2019 YesAttachments robert vincent

Rationale

To clarify futher the mod submittal so as to allow other animal excluders besides screen, and to specify the installed vent is 

made of piping.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None, or cheaper

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, several types of animal excluders available

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, allows alternatives, and specifies piping

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does Not

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does Not

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

7
8
5
1
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/17/2019 YesAttachments James LePetrie

Rationale

See previous rationale.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Minimal.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Minimal.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Does not change the manner in which the tank operates.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Clarifies the definition and reduces confusion between FDOH, engineers, manufacturers, and builders.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
8
5
1
-G

1
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

Approving this modification could lead to collector tanks installed with sealed covers on vented with only small two-inch to 

four-inch vent pipes (or any size since the minimum vent pipe size is not proposed). Request the applicant specify in greater 

detail for the code other details for long-term functionality.  Otherwise, this design is a step backwards, and undermines the 

overall design and intent of a collector tank. This modification would make it more difficult for building officials to understand the 

intent of the building code. Florida has a long history with main drain vent lines, first used on direct suction main drains for spas 

to avoid entrapment accidents.  Inspections have revealed that overtime, those vent lines can be intentionally and unintentionally 

capped, abandoned, filled and plugged by animal nests.  Without additional details and appropriate size and materials for 

collector tank vents, these issues could be repeated.

Comment:
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Attachments

James LePetrie

No

12/11/2018

Approved as Submitted

454.1.2.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7900  4

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Requires the design of swimming pools to meet currently accepted standards for concrete construction.

Rationale

Building Code Requirements for Structural Concrete (ACI 318-05) and Commentary (ACI 318R-05) specifies a minimum 

steel-to-concrete ratio of 0.2%.  Many swimming pools in Florida are being designed using #3 bars at 12” centers which does not meet 

this requirement.  #3 bars can also deform when pneumatically applied concrete methods are employed.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

There would be a negligible increase in material cost for #4 bars versus #3 bars.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Shells utilizing #3 bars at 12&quot; centers do not meet ACI standards for steel-to-concrete ratio, making the pool shell weaker 

than if it were properly designed.  #3

bars are more likely to deform and vibrate during shotcrete/gunite shooting.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Provides a construction requirement that would lead to a higher quality pool shell.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
9
0
0
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/17/2019 YesAttachments James LePetrie

Rationale

Better defines standards to be used for design and construction of concrete pools. Clarifies that concrete pools shall be 

designed and constructed as reinforced concrete structures.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Negligible increase in the cost of construction.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Helps to ensure against potential cracking of concrete pool shells.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Ensures that a higher quality shell is constructed for commercial pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

2nd Comment Period                                    

S
W

7
9
0
0
-G

2
  

Proponent  Samuel Liberatore Submitted 4/12/2019 YesAttachments

Based on the technical support provide, and responses from several commercial pool contractors, GCE is opposed to this code 

change.  GCE is requesting Item SW 7900 be eliminated from the FBC 2020 code modifications, and request the Commission 

not allow this item to be approved.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

S
W

7
9
0
0
-G

3
  

Proponent  James LePetrie Submitted 5/17/2019 YesAttachments

It is our understanding that this proposed code modification has generated concern among designers and contractors who 

disagree with the proposed language.  We have consulted with a structural engineer (not an aquatics engineer) who has stated 

that the use of #3 rebar at 12&quot; centers does not meet any ACI standard for a 6&quot; thick concrete pool shell with regard 

to steel to concrete ratio.  In our experience, many contractors are aware of this but continue to use this specification anyway.  

We do not understand why some designers and contractors are not willing to follow nationally accepted standards for concrete 

construction when designing or building commercial pools.  We believe this reflects very poorly on our industry, especially if 

certain industry groups also disagree with the proposed language.  Using this deficient steel specification since it is easier to 

bend #3 bars in the field than #4 bars is not an adequate reason to continue to use the specification.  In addition, if designers 

and contractors wish to continue to use #3 bars, they may do so and comply with the standards if 10&quot; spacing is used.  A 

technical article from the industry is attached that provides additional information backing up the proposed code modification.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

S
W

7
9
0
0
-G

4
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 5/25/2019 YesAttachments

y, the Florida Swimming Pool Association (FSPA) supported this code modification out of professional courtesy; however, upon 

further review and evaluation, the FSPA is now OPPOSED to SW 7900 code modification for a couple of reasons as most 

eloquently articulated by Kimes Engineering &amp; Management Services in the attached file.  The ACI standard referenced is 

not the most current standard. Additionally, we believe that the project  and design engineer are better suited to determining the 

most accurate standard for the steel bar, whether a #3 or #4 should be utilized based on site-specific design, soil type, depth of 

the pool shell, and site conditions. There are also concerns relating to unnecessary increased costs for a #4 bar when a 

less-costly #3 bar is adequate for the specific project.  Engineers should be able to design the concrete pools and apply the 

correct ACI standards without mandating a specific standard in all cases as designs, soil types, conditions and pool depths vary. 

For example, soil-supported slabs would not be appropriate for this standard.

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
9
0
0
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/13/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code proposal.

Comment:
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Attachments

James LePetrie

No

12/11/2018

Approved as Submitted

454.1.3.1.2

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7906  5

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

7905

Summary of Modification

Clarifies the how much of a pool deck can slope towards a deck-level perimeter overflow gutter or slot, and at what slope.

Rationale

Deck level perimeter overflow systems are becoming more common for swimming pools but are not well-addressed in the code.  There 

is a necessity for the deck to be sloped towards the drain trench or slot to help contain wave action.  Some designers are therefore 

designing for slopes that exceed the standard deck maximum since this issue is not specifically addressed in the code.  This mod will 

clarify the maximum slope and slope distance.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Clarifies deck slope requirements for deck-level perimeter overflow pools and makes this easier to enforce.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Ensures a safe slope on a pool deck where deck-level perimeter overflow systems are utilized.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

7
9
0
6
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/26/2019 YesAttachments robert vincent

Rationale

Added clarification

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

YES it does with the better slope and stipulations added here.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves clarity

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

does not degrade
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1st Comment Period History                        
S

W
7
9
0
6
-G

1
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

This proposed Mod needs additional requirements to assure that the deck level perimeter overflow systems are treated as all 

other deck obstructions are. By adding this term to the definition of &#39;wet deck area&#39; and to Section 454.1.3.1.3 this 

deck level perimeter overflow system will be assured to achieve the 4-foot-wide wet deck installed around the entire perimeter.

Comment:
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Attachments

James LePetrie

No

12/11/2018

Approved as Submitted

454.1.9.6.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7923  6

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Allows for a slope transition where zero entry pools achieve 3’0” of water depth.

Rationale

The intent of this code is to ensure a continuous slope from the zero entry to the point where 3 feet of water is achieved (i.e. the ‘deep 

end’ of the zero entry area).  Some FDOH plan reviewers have misconstrued it to mean a continuous slope from the zero entry all the 

way to the deep point of a pool, which in many cases is not possible.  These types of pools are typically family-style where we design 

for flatter slopes once we are able to slope down as quickly as possible to 3 feet of depth.  The slopes in zero entry pools are typically 

1:10 or 1:12, so to continue these slopes across the entire pool would result in deep points of 7 or 8 feet, which is not feasible.  

Hundreds of these types of pools are in use in Florida with the slope transition at 3 feet water depth with no threat to public safety.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Would lower construction costs if a deeper pool would be required.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Provides the ability to design for zero entry pools with less slope and more shallow water than would normally be allowed, making 

pools safer for weaker swimmers.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Clarifies the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
9
2
3
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/17/2019 YesAttachments James LePetrie

Rationale

Clarifies that the slope beyond the transition point must be less steep than the slope in the zero entry portion.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Ensures there is no steep dropoff from the transition point.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

2nd Comment Period                                    

S
W

7
9
2
3
-G

3
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 5/26/2019 NoAttachments

The Alternative 1 proposed by Mr. LePetrie is acceptable to the Florida Dept. of Health due to it being much safer for patrons 

than the original modification proposed.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
9
2
3
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/17/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code proposal.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
9
2
3
-G

2
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

The proposed Mod does not state if the transitioned slope is steeper or less steep at this 3&#39; deep floor than the zero entry 

slope, so, it could be interpreted as either. The justification notes provided imply it is less steep, but the Mod language does not 

reflect this specifically. A steeper slope toward the pool&#39;s deep end without floor markers and a floating safety line would 

create drowning hazards for all small non-swimmers. Only if this proposal for the slope is amended to be &#39;shallower&#39; 

could the department concur with the proposal (that is: a less steep floor plane past 3&#39; deep than the zero depth entry slope 

to the 3&#39; depth) .

Comment:
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Attachments

James LePetrie

No

12/11/2018

Approved as Submitted

454.1.9.8.6.9

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7931  7

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes Yes

Related Modifications

7914

Summary of Modification

Exempts the fencing requirement for IWFs that are located within 50 feet of other pools if the walking distance is 50 feet or more.

Rationale

Aquatics areas can be designed so that walking distances between IWFs and pools is at or greater than 50 feet using landscaping, 

walls, etc.  This allows elimination of fences that are not aesthetically pleasing and are an additional unneeded cost if the intent of the 

rule is already being met.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Would eliminate the need for costly fencing if certain criteria are met.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

No effect

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No effect

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

7
9
3
1
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/17/2019 YesAttachments James LePetrie

Rationale

Provides a mechanism for the reviewing authority to determine the adequacy of a barrier to prohibit a young child from going 

over or through the barrier.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Provides flexibility to designers with site layout. Save money on the cost of fencing.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

No effect

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No effect

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No
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2nd Comment Period
S

W
7
9
3
1
-G

2
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 5/26/2019 NoAttachments

Comment:

Same as for 7914 mod:

I suggest you call the barrier in this section and phrase an "effective barrier"which is defined in the FBC 454.1.

The Department is defined in the FBC as the permitting/inspection authority, thus the local building

department.        bob vincent

1st Comment Period History

S
W

7
9
3
1
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/17/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code proposal.

Comment:
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Attachments

James LePetrie

No

12/11/2018

Approved as Submitted

454.1.9.8.7.3

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7933  8

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes Yes

Related Modifications

7914

7931

Summary of Modification

Exempts the fencing requirement for pools designed for small children at water theme parks that are located within 50 feet of other 

pools if the walking distance is 50 feet or more.

Rationale

Aquatics areas can be designed so that walking distances between pools designed for small children and other pools is at or greater 

than 50 feet using landscaping, walls, etc.  This allows elimination of fences that are not aesthetically pleasing and are an additional 

unneeded cost if the intent of the rule is already being met.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Eliminates the requirement for costly fencing if certain criteria are met.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

No effect

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No effect

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
9
3
3
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/17/2019 YesAttachments James LePetrie

Rationale

Provides a mechanism for the reviewing authority to determine the adequacy of a barrier to prohibit going over or through by a 

young child.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Provides flexibility to designers with site layout. Saves money on fencing.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

No effect

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No effect

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

2nd Comment Period                                    

S
W

7
9
3
3
-G

2
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 5/26/2019 NoAttachments

See comments for the two similar mods proposed: 7914 and 7931.

Alternative language is better than original, and this mod is acceptable to the Dept. of Health for a water theme park because 

they have lifeguards and safety plans that are approved and monitored by the Dept. of Health.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
9
3
3
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/17/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code proposal.

Comment:
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Attachments

robert vincent

No

12/15/2018

Approved as Submitted

454

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW8327  9

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Adds code language for permitting constructed impounded public bathing places, so that when public swimming pool-like structures 

are constructed, the referenced public swimming pool code section may be applied.

Rationale

The FBC has jurisdiction for public bathing places, but has no current code language to assure the safety and sanitation of artificially 

impounded bathing places, and the play features associated with the bathing place.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Slight impact, as very few of these facilities are built in FL. They account for less than 0.5% of the public swimming pools built.  

These code edits would take less time, or the same time, for the local enforcement authority to review, approve and inspect for a 

single public pool.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Injuries and illnesses should be reduced at these aquatic facilities when the current pool code&#39;s sound engineering and 

public health practices are applied to these pool-like facilities constructed; thus the owners&#39; liability for injuries/illnesses 

would be reduced.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Nominal, would require permitting and engineering submittals.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Nominal, would require permitting and engineering submittals.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, nearly identical to the public swimming pool construction requirements that prevent injuries, fatalities, and illnesses.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, improves code and provides better construction assurances for safety and sanitation.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

None

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

None
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
8
3
2
7
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 5/26/2019 YesAttachments Jeff Littlejohn

Rationale

This language is submitted to add more specificity to the new section of code proposed by FDOH.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Code edits should reduce the time needed for local building officials to review and approve applications for artificial 

lagoons/public bathing places.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No impact.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Nominal, would require permitting and engineering submittals.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Specific code requirements for public bathing places would benefit the health, safety and welfare of the public by ensuring 

that these facilities meet minimum standards.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves the code to cover a new type of facility that is being developed in Florida, and the new code provisions are 

consistent with codes being developed or are in use in other states.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

None.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

None.

Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      

8
3
2
7
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 2/18/2019 YesAttachments Jeff Littlejohn

Rationale

This language is submitted to add more specificity to the new section of code proposed by FDOH.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Agree that code edits should reduce the time needed for local building official to review and approve applications for artificial 

impoundments (artificially constructed public bathing places).

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No impact.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Nominal, would require permitting and engineering submittals.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Specific code requirements for public bathing places would benefit the health, safety and welfare of the public by ensuring 

that these facilities meet minimum standards.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves the code to cover a new type of facility that is being developed in Florida.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

None

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

None
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

8
3
2
7
-G

1
  

Proponent  John Hall Submitted 1/3/2019 YesAttachments

This is a much needed code modification. These large impoundments are being installed in Florida. The entity installing these 

structures is arguing that the provisions of FBC Building Section 454.1 do not apply because the structures are not swimming 

pools, but are public bathing places. This contention is based on the misapplication of a final order declaratory statement 

(2018-0137) from the Department of Health. As a consequence much time and effort is necessary on the part of the authority 

having jurisdiction to make the case that the provisions of 454.1 are applicable to public bathing places. The original design of 

these structures does not include the many safety features that are required for swimming pools. This modification makes clear 

that FBC Building 454.1 is applicable to these structures. This code modification will result in a significant cost savings to the 

enforcing authority through time saved in debating the applicability of the Florida Building code to these pool-like structures.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

8
3
2
7
-G

2
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/13/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this change.

Comment:
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Attachments

robert vincent

No

12/15/2018

Approved as Submitted

454.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW8341  10

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Several improvements and clarifications to public swimming pool code with one added definition for clarification.

Rationale

These revisions clarify code language for pool design that are frequently misinterpreted.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Nominal to none.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Nominal.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Nominal.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Nominal.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Each code revision item suggested provides a better pool construction for safety and sanitation.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves clarity for ease of interpretation.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

8
3
4
1
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/26/2019 YesAttachments robert vincent

Rationale

Final edits needed to clarify the code requirements.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None known, these topics are now clarified, and were previously invoked

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None known, these topics are now clarified, and were previously invoked

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Nominal.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, all are health and/or safety related

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves code

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does Not discriminate

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade
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TAC: Swimming Pool
Total Mods for Swimming Pool in No Affirmative Recommendation: 7

Total Mods for report: 17

Sub Code: Building

Attachments

Michael Weinbaum

No

11/2/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

454.1.3.1.2

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7177  11

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Allowing longer infinity edges

Rationale

This is the part of the code intended to make sure that a bystander with a shepherd&#39;s hook can reach a bather in distress.  The 

deck being up to 36&quot; below the water&#39;s edge does not impede the bystander from using the deck to help people.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Pools with these features are rejected today.  The local entity would have to learn the new rule and apply it if necessary.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Pools that are compliant today are still compliant

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No new devices or materials are required

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Pools that are compliant today are still compliant

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The limitation of deck obstructions is to allow bystanders to assist bathers in distress.  This modification is intended to preserve 

that.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Overflowing edges on pools are attractive and beautiful to people

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No method of construction or product is mentioned here.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This is not a blanket allowance for all overflowing edges.  They are limited to be only 36&quot; tall or else they will still be 

considered obstructions.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
1
7
7
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 4/23/2019 YesAttachments Michael Weinbaum

Rationale

Infinity edges are commonplace in other states and in residential pools. The current code considers them an obstruction and 

limits them to 20 ft in length. The first proposal allowed the whole pool to have this edge type, but this alternate language 

allows infinity edges up to 60 ft so long as additional safety considerations are met.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Some added complexity

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Pools that are compliant today are still compliant

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, it is possible for a person standing up to 36" below the waterline to assist a bather in distress. But if the deck is much 

lower than that, assistance becomes more difficult.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not, though the first proposal did.

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
1
7
7
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/14/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code proposal.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
1
7
7
-G

2
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

Five issues with this proposal: 1) no code definition of infinity edge,  

2) Reference to section 454.1.3.1.4 must be incorrect, as this Section is about wet deck slope, its finish, and a 10” curb, , please 

provide correct reference,  

3) Any other type of pool constructed would not have to follow the ten-inch maximum curb height. A conventional swimming pool 

that has no extra features could install a raised beam with no maximum height/step over from the top step. 

4) Justification assumes that any pool patron on the pool deck could use a shepherd’s hook to assist a bather in distress. If you 

put a 36” high barrier in front of that person, they may not have the physical strength, or height, to lift a distressed patron with the 

hook.  A 36” high elevated swimming pool, can completely block the view of the pool from the lower pool deck so that a parent 

could not see over the “wall” to see if anyone was in distress in the swimming pool.  Having a 36” high barrier impends the ability 

of emergency response personnel from removing a distressed or diving accident patient from the pool by creating a barrier to lift 

the person over.  

5) In section 454.1.3.1.6, the proposed change to exclude an infinity edge from the 20% total deck obstruction allows for 

unlimited amounts of the deck to be inaccessible for visual viewing and safety.  When combining an infinity edge with an 

additional 20% obstruction, it is possible to create a pool that have extremely limited deck access.

Comment:
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Attachments

Michael Weinbaum

No

11/2/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

454.1.9.2.6

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7178  12

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

No special requirements added for filters on waterslides

Rationale

Extra filter area does not promote public health, other requirements are already in earlier parts of code or are unenforceable

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Simplifies their approach, they are not required to put a tape measure on strainer baskets or define the amount of dirt 

associated with "peak bather load" or take NTU measurements of installed systems.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

If there is any impact, it will be reduction of cost.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

If there is any impact, it will be reduction of cost.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

If there is any impact, it will be reduction of cost.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Filters and strainers are already called for in other parts of the code

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This eliminates special requirements that have no proven benefit.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Currently there is a discrimination against installing waterslides, which would be eliminated here.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Filters and strainers are already called for in other parts of the code

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period

7
1
7
8
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 4/23/2019 YesAttachments Michael Weinbaum

Rationale

The doubling of filter area allows for more time to pass between cleaning the filter. An owner may desire this, but it should not 

be required.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Code enforcement is simpler

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Costs reduced

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

If there is any impact, it will be reduction of cost.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, turbidity requirement remains in this alternate language

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No change

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No change

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No change
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2nd Comment Period                                    

S
W

7
1
7
8
-G

4
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 5/26/2019 NoAttachments

Edited in new Alternative to mod 7894.  Bob Vincent

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
1
7
8
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/14/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code proposal.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
1
7
8
-G

2
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/17/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code modification.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
1
7
8
-G

3
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

454.1.9.2.6 The Dept. of Health intent when placing this requirement in the code many years ago was to ensure that water clarity 

could be maintained and during peak pool usage, a minimum water clarity standard could be achieved.  Rather than an 

ambiguous state of clarity, a measurable standard of 5/10 NTU was established.  The turbidity standard should be left in the 

FBC, and the smaller filter systems as designed and operated should achieve this performance standard.

454.1.9.2.6.3 All suction pumps should be designed with hair and lint strainers to capture debris before it enters a recirculation 

pump. However, this is strictly a maintenance issue.  If debris is routinely captured in the pump impellers, maintenance staff can 

evaluate this issue and add a hair and lint strainer at a future date.

Comment:
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Attachments

Robert Cohen

No

11/8/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

454

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7222  13

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

none

Summary of Modification

Change section 454.1.4.2.3 from that in the 2017 FBC back to that in the 2014 FBC

Rationale

There are NO requirements in Chapter 27 of the 2017 FBC specific to swimming pool underwater luminaires.

The wording of the 2014 FRC is more complete and specifically makes it much easier to determine that LED or similar luminaires are 

acceptable.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Much easier to determine acceptability of alternate (LED) luminaires for underwater swimming pool lighting.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None or reduced.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None or reduced

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None or reduced

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Provide better safety for underwater swimming pool lighting.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Makes it much easier to determine Code compliance of alternate luminiaires.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

None.  Provides for alternate products

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

NO, it improves it.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
2
2
2
-A

4

Proponent Submitted 4/25/2019 YesAttachments Robert Cohen

Rationale

Reinstate significant life safety requirements that were in the 2014 and several prior codes but deleted from the 2017 Code

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

none These requirements have been enforced for a number of years.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None. Clarifies lighting details.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Reduced cost if alternate luminaires and used and deletes some requirements for engineering certification compared to 

prior codes.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None or reduced

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Yes

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Yes

Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      

7
2
2
2
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 2/18/2019 YesAttachments Robert Cohen

Rationale

Revised proposed change 7222 in response to comments G1 and G2.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

none - reverts to 2014 level of requirements

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

unknown - reverts to 2014 level of requirements

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

unknown - reverts to 2014 level of requirements

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None or reduced

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Provides for outdoor night swimming and indoor swimming life safety protections as in the 2014 FBC and years of prior 

practice in Florida.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Provides for outdoor night swimming and indoor swimming life safety protections as in the 2014 FBC and years of prior 

practice in Florida.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Yes - incorporates easier rules for alternate luminaires

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

no
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1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
2
2
2
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/13/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association is OPPOSED to this code proposal which would revert to the 2014 FBC underwater 

lighting standards.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
2
2
2
-G

2
  

Proponent  James LePetrie Submitted 2/15/2019 NoAttachments

If this passes there ought to be language for LED lights that allows depth of submersion to be according to manufacturer&#39;s 

specifications.  18&quot; is not necessary for these types of lights.

Comment:
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Attachments

Michael Weinbaum

No

11/13/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

454.1.1.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7259  14

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Sizing code revised

Rationale

Owners are struggling to comply with the existing code, giving unexpected and undesirable results.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

The code actually becomes simpler because the math will be the same regardless of pool classification.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Owners will have more and less expensive options to comply with the code.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No new products are required

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

New and remodeled facilities will have lower costs for adding pools

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Overcrowded pools give an ugly image and can overwhelm pool sanitation systems

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This creates a stronger tie between the intended use of the pool and the required rate of cleaning the pool water.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This eliminates a discrimination between pools vs. spas and IWFs

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Higher turnover rates are still encouraged where usage is expected to be high.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
2
5
9
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 4/23/2019 YesAttachments Michael Weinbaum

Rationale

The current code produces unexpected results. Owners are providing pools that are deeper than either they or the guests 

would like, or they are turning pools into spas. This alternate language only allows one bather per 20 sf, rather than 10 sf. An 

owner can only get down to 10 sf per bather by complying with the entire spa code.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No more complicated than current code

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Costs for new or refurbished developments are the same or reduced.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No new equipment required

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

New and remodeled facilities will have lower costs for adding pools

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

It is undesirable for a large hotel to be paired with a small pool, the crowding at the pool is not pleasant and could be 

dangerous.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This incentivizes owners to take intermediate steps between a three hour turnover, which is too long in some cases, to a 30 

minute turnover, which is too short in these cases

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not.

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
2
5
9
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/13/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this proposed code modification.

Comment:
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Attachments

James LePetrie

No

12/11/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

454.1.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7894  15

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Clarifies the definition of a plunge pool.

Rationale

FDOH personnel have been requiring multipurpose commercial swimming pools to meet the plunge pool criteria of 454.1.9.2.1 when a 

water slide is included.  This causes several requirements to be met that are not needed for swimming pools, for example a separate 

pump reservoir, requiring filter areas to be twice what is normally required, and enhanced turnover time at the area where the slide 

terminates.  Since the swimming pool will typically contain a much larger water volume than will a dedicated plunge pool, concerns 

regarding water quality are not as great.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Would save costs due to misinterpretation of code.  A separate pump reservoir, additional filter area, and piping associated with 

additional turnover would not be required.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Would not have an effect.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Clarifies the code so that swimming pools are not categorized as plunge pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
8
9
4
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/26/2019 YesAttachments robert vincent

Rationale

Without specific engineering criteria for the wide ranges of volumes and flows at these conventional pools, the code will be still 

open for interpretation. Thus, these several edits offered to A1 will narrow the interpretations that may be arrived at in readers 

minds.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None to slight.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Cost savings likely

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Cost savings likely

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Health of patrons should not be hampered with all suggested edits to code implemented

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves by clarification

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not with all suggested edits to code implemented

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
8
9
4
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/13/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code modification.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
8
9
4
-G

2
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

As swimming pools have become more complex, recreations water slides are no longer reserved for water park venues, but are 

appearing in large CDD or HOA complexes.  Existing multipurpose swimming pools are also being upgraded and adding slides 

to existing swimming pools.  The Department of Health applies all applicable sections of 454.1.9.2.1 - 454.1.9.2.1.6.2 FBC when 

conducting critical health and safety plan reviews or initial permitting inspections.  Further vetting between regulatory and design 

professionals is needed on this topic, delay for this conversation needed.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

7
8
9
4
-G

3
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

As swimming pools have become more complex, recreational water slides are no longer reserved for water park venues, but are 

appearing in large CDD or HOA complexes.  Existing multipurpose swimming pools are also being upgraded and adding slides 

to existing swimming pools.  The Department of Health applies all applicable sections of 454.1.9.2.1 - 454.1.9.2.1.6.2 FBC when 

conducting critical health and safety plan reviews or initial permitting inspections.  Further vetting between regulatory and design 

professionals is needed on this topic, with delay for decision needed here.

Comment:
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Attachments

James LePetrie

No

12/11/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

454.1.7.7

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW7914  16

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Exempts the fencing requirement for wading pools that are located within 50 feet of other pools if the walking distance is 50 feet or 

more.

Rationale

Aquatics areas can be designed so that walking distances between wading pools and other pools is at or greater than 50 feet using 

landscaping, walls, etc.  This allows elimination of fences that are not aesthetically pleasing and are an additional unneeded cost if the 

intent of the rule is already being met.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Would eliminate the need for a fence around a wading pool if certain conditions are met.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

No effect.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No effect.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

7
9
1
4
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/17/2019 YesAttachments James LePetrie

Rationale

Provides a mechanism for the reviewing authority to determine the adequacy of a proposed barrier to prohibit going over or 

walking through the barrier by young children.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

May result in costs savings, and provides flexibility to designers for the site layout.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

No effect

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No effect

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No
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2nd Comment Period
S

W
7
9
1
4
-G

4
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 5/26/2019 NoAttachments

The Department is defined in the FBC as the permitting/inspection authority, thus the local building department.          bob 

vincent

Comment:

I suggest you call the barrier in this section and phrase an "effective barrier" which is defined in the FBC 454.1.

1st Comment Period History

S
W

7
9
1
4
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/17/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code proposal.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History

S
W

7
9
1
4
-G

2
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/17/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code proposal.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History

S
W

7
9
1
4
-G

3
  

Proponent  robert vincent Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

Children at wading pools and IWFs are there for a reason, they typically cannot swim. 

Note that an “effective barrier” defined in 454.1 and used in this section does not include a landscape ‘barrier’, it includes a 48” 

wall, building or fence.  The Department inspectors have observed numerous problems with &#39;barrier&#39; landscaping that 

result in placement of an effective barrier (sometimes nearly invisible in the landscaping): landscaping is often not impenetrable 

by small people, plants are often not maintained alive, dense plantings may conceal children en-route to the pool, and the plant 

organic debris falls into pool water using up a fraction of the treatment.  

If this Mod is allowed, the effective barrier requirements for an IWF to a pool would be changed too, as they are controlled by this 

wade pool section.

Comment:
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Attachments

robert vincent

No

12/15/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

454.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

SW8365  17

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Glitches to correct. No change to the existing code language that is left off here.

Rationale

The make the FBC code consistent with the Department of Health rule Chapter 64E-9, FAC

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Consistency with health rule

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Consistency with other rule

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

None

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

None
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
8
3
6
5
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 5/26/2019 YesAttachments robert vincent

Rationale

This change to the beverage signage keeps chlorine-consuming spill-able beverages and food a safe distance away from the 

pool water while allowing the patrons using the pool for excercise, lounging, etc. the ability to hydrate with plain water without 

leaving the pool.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Nominal cost of sticker to change or add to pool rules sign.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Nominal cost of sticker to change or add to pool rules sign.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Provides: public notification to the patrons of ability to use hydration water at the pool side, with no impact on pool water 

quality; a legal way to allow pool owners to allow bottled water only for excercising patrons and for those that are medically 

necessary.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves code

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not

Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      

8
3
6
5
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 2/18/2019 YesAttachments robert vincent

Rationale

To keep chlorine consuming spill-able beverages away from the pool water while allowing the pool patrons that use the pool for 

exercise the ability to hydrate with plain water without leaving the pool.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No impact; Operational for DOH to manage after the statements on pool rules sign posted.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Positive consumer relations impact expected. This will be for new pool rules signs and eventually for those signs replaced 

after fading to illegible.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Nominal impact expected for added words on new signs and replaced signs.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Should be very good for the patrons health and for the pool water quality. Positive welfare (mental health) benefits as well.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

YES, this is a highly requested modification from community owned pools.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No discrimination expected

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade FBC code, and DOH will implement this mod operationally after the pool rule sign code language is 

revised.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Swimming Pool2020 Triennial
159



1st Comment Period History                        

S
W

8
3
6
5
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kari Hebrank Submitted 2/13/2019 NoAttachments

The Florida Swimming Pool Association SUPPORTS this code modification.

Comment:
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