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TAC: Electrical
Total Mods for Electrical in Approved as Modified: 1

Total Mods for report: 13

Sub Code: Building

Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/7/2018

Approved as Modified

449.3.15

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7209  1

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

7210, 7211, and 7212

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification revises the requirements for lightning and surge protection for added clarity and effective enforcement.

Rationale

This proposed modification simply revises the language to clarify the rules. The change to .1 corrects the proper name for the NFPA 

780 Standard. The changes to .2, .4, and .5 are minor editorial revisions for clarity. The change to .6 corrects the product name 

from "suppressors" to "protectors" as indicated by the UL 497 and UL 497A Standards.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification does not add any new criteria so impacts to the local entity are minimal.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance to building or property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance to industry.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance to small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed change clarifies the rules for lightning and surge protection which directly impacts the health, safety, and welfare 

of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification improves the code by adding clarity and correcting used terms.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code.
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Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      
7
2
0
9
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 1/8/2019 YesAttachments Bryan Holland

Rationale

The only alternative language being proposed is under Section 449.3.15.6 where "low voltage system main or branch circuits" 

is being replaced with "communication systems". No other changes being recommended for this proposed modification. This 

will match the language in SP7255, SP7218, and a SP7211 comment.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This comment does not add any new criteria, just clarification, so impacts to the local entity are minimal.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This comment will not change the cost of compliance to building and property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This comment will not change the cost of compliance to industry.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance to small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This comment adds clarification which directly impacts health, safety, and welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This comment improves the code by correcting the terminology of the revised section.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This comment does not discriminate against materials, products, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This comment enhances the effectiveness of the code.

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
0
9
-G

2
  

Proponent  Michael Riley Submitted 5/23/2019 YesAttachments

Proposed code modification 7209 does not meet the statutory standards of Chapter 553. See attached comments.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
0
9
-G

3
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 5/26/2019 NoAttachments

Please disregard general comment SP7209-G2. The comment is not valid as it attempts to address the existing requirements of 

the code and not the proposed modification that is currently open for comment. The editorial revisions made to this section by 

the modification did not add to or take away from any of the current requirements. Therefore, none of the statements made in the 

general comment are relevant.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
0
9
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I support the proposed modification as it will ensure the Code includes the most current requirements for electrical installations 

that provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Comment:
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TAC: Electrical
Total Mods for Electrical in Approved as Submitted: 3

Total Mods for report: 13

Sub Code: Building

Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/8/2018

Approved as Submitted

453.17.7

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7218  2

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

7209, 7210, 7211, and 7212

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification revises the section to match the language for lightning and surge protection for hospitals (449.3.15), 

nursing homes (450.3.19), and as proposed for assisted living facilities (464.4.7).

Rationale

The current language of the section is vague and nondescript. The proposed language aligns the section with lightning and surge 

protection requirements found in 449.3.15 for hospitals, 450.3.19 for nursing homes, and as proposed in 464.4.7 for assisted living 

facilities. These prescriptive details will assist design professionals, installers, and AHJs when applying and enforcing this rule.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will not impact the local entity.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of construction for building and property owners of SREF structures.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will have no fiscal impact on industry.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will have no impact on small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification is directly connected to the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by harmonizing all 

lightning and surge protection requirements of the FBC-B.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification improves the code by adding prescriptive and clear rules for compliance.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code.

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
1
8
-G

2
  

Proponent  Michael Riley Submitted 5/24/2019 YesAttachments

Proposed code modification 7218 does not meet the statutory standards of Chapter 553.  See attached comments.

Comment:

11



2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
1
8
-G

3
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 5/26/2019 NoAttachments

Please disregard general comment SP7218-G2. The comment is not valid as it attempts to address the existing requirements of 

the code and not the proposed modification that is currently open for comment. The editorial revisions made to this section by 

the modification did not add to or take away from any of the current requirements. Therefore, none of the statements made in the 

general comment are relevant.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
1
8
-G

4
  

Proponent  Joe Bigelow Submitted 5/28/2019 YesAttachments

Submitted by Shroder Joseph &amp; Associates via FedEX

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
1
8
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I support the proposed modification as it will ensure the Code includes the most current requirements for electrical installations 

that provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Comment:
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Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

12/20/2018

Approved as Submitted

450.3.19

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7255  3

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

7209, 7211, and 7212

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification revises the requirements for lightning and surge protection for added clarity and effective enforcement.

Rationale

This proposed modification simply revises the language to clarify the rules. The change to .1 corrects the proper name for the NFPA 

780 Standard. The changes to .2, .3, and .4 are minor editorial revisions for clarity. The change to .5 corrects the product name 

from "suppressors" to "protectors" as indicated by the UL 497 and UL 497A Standards.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification does not add any new criteria so impacts to the local entity are minimal.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance to building or property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not impact the industry relative to the cost of compliance with code.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not impact businesses relative to the cost of compliance with code.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed change clarifies the rules for lightning and surge protection which directly

impacts the health, safety, and welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification improves the code by adding clarity and correcting used terms.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or

systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code.

2nd Comment Period

E
7
2
5
5
-G

2
  

Proponent  Michael Riley Submitted 5/23/2019 YesAttachments

Proposed code modification 7255 does not meet the statutory standards of Chapter 553.  See attached comments.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period

E
7
2
5
5
-G

3
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 5/26/2019 NoAttachments

Please disregard general comment SP7255-G2. The comment is not valid as it attempts to address the existing requirements of 

the code and not the proposed modification that is currently open for comment. The editorial revisions made to this section by 

the modification did not add to or take away from any of the current requirements. Therefore, none of the statements made in the 

general comment are relevant.

Comment:
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2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
5
5
-G

4
  

Proponent  Joe Bigelow Submitted 5/28/2019 YesAttachments

Submitted by Shroder Joseph &amp; Associates via FedEX

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
5
5
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I support the proposed modification as it will ensure the Code includes the most current requirements for electrical installations 

that provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Comment:
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Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/20/2018

Approved as Submitted

3111

Pending Review

No31

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7365  4

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

7345, 7347, 7348

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification updates requirement for solar energy systems in the FBC-B.

Rationale

This proposed modification deletes the current requirements in Section 3111 and replaces them with the updated rules in 3111 of the 

2018 IBC that have been correlated and harmonized with current industry standards and other applicable references. This change is 

similar to those proposed under Mods 7345, 7347, and 7348 for inclusion into the FBC-R. This change will also coordinate the FBC-B 

with the FFPC.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will not impact the local entity relative to code enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance to building and property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance or impact industry.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance or impact small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification is directly connected to the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by coordinating the 

FBC-B with the FFPC for life, fire, and property safety related to solar energy system installations.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification improves and strengthens the code by updating the rules for solar energy systems in the FBC-B.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
3
6
5
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 5/22/2019 YesAttachments Bryan Holland

Rationale

This alternative language comment simply corrects a pointer to the applicable section of the FFPC in 3111.3.4 related to 

access and pathways. "Section 1204" is replaced with "Section 11.12.2.2".

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This alternative language comment will have no impact on the local entity.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment will have no impact on building owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment will have no impact on industry.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance or impact small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This alternative language comment corrects an error in the code which relates directly to the health, safety, and welfare of 

the public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This alternative language comment improves the code by correcting an error.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This alternative language comment does not discriminate against any materials, products, methods, or systems of 

construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This alternative language comment enhances the effectiveness of the code by correcting an error.

Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  

7
3
6
5
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/22/2019 YesAttachments John Hall

Rationale

This alternate language does not alter the text of the modification. It only adds references to appropriate code sections to make 

the modification applicable to the high velocity hurricane zone.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will not impact the local entity relative to code enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance to building and property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance or impact industry.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance or impact small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification is directly connected to the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by coordinating the 

FBC-B with the FFPC for life, fire and property safety related to solar energy system installations throughout Florida 

including the HVHZ.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification improves and strengthens the code by updating the rules for solar energy systems in the FBC-B 

throughout Florida including the HVHZ.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code.

Electrical2020 Triennial
214



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
3
6
5
_
A

2
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

E
7
3
6
5
 -

A
2
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Electrical2020 Triennial
215



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
3
6
5
_
A

1
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

E
7
3
6
5
 -

A
1
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Electrical2020 Triennial
216



P
a

g
e

: 
2

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
3
6
5
_
A

1
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
2
.p

n
g

E
7
3
6
5
 -

A
1
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Electrical2020 Triennial
217



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
3
6
5
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

E
7
3
6
5
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Electrical2020 Triennial
218



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
3
6
5
_
A

1
_
T

e
xt

_
M

o
d
 7

3
6
5
 T

e
xt

 o
f 
M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

E
7
3
6
5
 -

A
1
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Electrical2020 Triennial
219



P
a

g
e

: 
2

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
3
6
5
_
A

1
_
T

e
xt

_
M

o
d
 7

3
6
5
 T

e
xt

 o
f 
M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
2
.p

n
g

E
7
3
6
5
 -

A
1
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Electrical2020 Triennial
220



TAC: Electrical
Total Mods for Electrical in No Affirmative Recommendation: 9

Total Mods for report: 13

Sub Code: Building

Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/7/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

464.4.7

Pending Review

Yes4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7211  5

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes Yes

Related Modifications

7209, 7210, and 7212

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification adds requirements for lightning and surge protection in ALFs identical to the current and proposed 

requirements for nursing homes.

Rationale

This proposed modification adds requirements for lightning and surge protection in ALFs identical to the current and proposed 

requirements for nursing homes in Section 450.3.19. These two occupancy types have very similar uses, occupant loads, construction 

types, and exposure to the hazards of lightning and transient surges. Currently, ALFs are not afforded the same level of protection as 

nursing homes are against these hazards. There have been several reported fires as a result of lightning strikes to ALFs all across the 

state of Florida. These incidents have resulted in significant loss of property and extensive cost to the owners and residents of these 

properties.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will require the local entity to enforce additional criteria on ALFs similar to nursing homes. This 

includes additional permitting, plan review, inspection, commissioning, and record-keeping.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposal will increase the cost of construction to building and property owners of ALFs. See the attached cost study.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of compliance to industry. See the attached cost study.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will likely not impact small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification is directly connected to the health, safety, and welfare of the general public and those working, living, 

and visiting ALFs in the state of Florida.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification strengthens the code by expanding lightning and surge protection into ALFs identical to what is 

currently required for nursing homes.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code by harmonized the hazard mitigation of lightning and 

transient surges at both nursing homes and ALFs.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
2
1
1
-A

2

Proponent Submitted 5/21/2019 YesAttachments Bryan Holland

Rationale

This alternative language comment adds an exception to the rule based on the concerns addressed in the public comments 

submitted and the comments shared by the members of the TAC. This will exempt those assisted living facilities that may not 

benefit from having a lightning protection system installed. This includes the low-occupancy type facilities that have limited 

exposure to the hazards of lightning. Only those facilities where the NFPA 780 risk assessment guide indicates a lightning 

protection systems is needed will be required to install one.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Approval of tis alternative language comment will have little to no impact on the local entity.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment will increase the cost of compliance with the code for those facilities that will be required 

to install a lightning protection system. Please see the cost analysis attached.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment will only impact those large, high-occupancy, high risk assisted living facilities where the 

hazards of lightning damage exceed the cost of installation a protection system.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will likely not impact small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This alternative language comment enhances the health, safety, and welfare of some of the most vulnerable citizens in the 

state of Florida that live in assisted living facilities with a high risk of exposure to lightning.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This alternative language comment improves the code and system of construction at assisted living facilities.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This alternative language comment does not discriminate against any materials, products, methods, or systems of 

construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This alternative language comment enhances the effectiveness of the code by adding lightning resiliency to certain assisted 

living facilities.

Alternate Language

1st Comment Period History                      

7
2
1
1
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 1/8/2019 YesAttachments Bryan Holland

Rationale

The only alternative language being proposed is under Section 464.4.7.5 where "low voltage system main or branch circuits" is 

being replaced with "communication systems". No other changes being recommended for this proposed modification. This will 

match the language in SP7255, SP7218, and a SP7209 comment.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This comment has no impact on the local enforcement entity as it only provides clarity and no new requirements

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This comment has no impact on building or property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This comment has no impact on industry.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will likely not impact small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This comment provides clarification of the rule which directly relates to health, safety, and welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This comment improves the use and clarity of the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This comment does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This comment enhances the effectiveness of the code.
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2nd Comment Period

E
7
2
1
1
-G

5
  

Proponent  Douglas Adkins Submitted 5/23/2019 NoAttachments

Comment:
The Florida Statutes 429.01(2) states that Assisted Living facilities "should be operated and regulated as residential 

environments with supportive services and NOT as medical or nursing facilities".  THe statute also describes the ALF as 

"homelike environment".  The petitioner seeking this rule change stand to financially gain from such mandate and seeks a 

standard or requirement that contravenes the statute in forcing ALFs to be regulated to a standard similar to a skilled nursing 

home or medical facility.  The statute is clear that the regulation should be at the residential level.  If adopted then the next 

extension would be to seek a similar standard be imposed on all new residential construction which would not be practical or 

logical.  This proposed change violates the ban on rules that contravene Florida Statute and would be challenged accordingly.  

There is an argument that can be made that whatever is required in the ALF setting arguably could be required in all residential 

settings as these are similar settings each defined as residential.  In my opinion the equal protection clause of the US 

Constitution would require the Building Commission to treat all such structures the same and to impose this same requirement 

on residential home builders as well.  This is an illogical proposal that would adversely affect the cost of care and provide 

marginal benefit to the facilities and would offer no additional protection or safety for the residents t6o warrant the change and 

new costs.

2nd Comment Period

E
7
2
1
1
-G

6
  

Proponent  Michael Riley Submitted 5/23/2019 YesAttachments

Proposed code modification 7211 does not meet the statutory standards of Chapter 553.  See attached comments.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period

E
7
2
1
1
-G

7
  

Proponent  Gail Matillo Submitted 5/24/2019 NoAttachments

Comment from one of our members: 

I would let them know that major changes like this, and the generators, greatly affect our ability to operate at a price point that is 

beneficial to our residents. I would also let them know that the cost associated with these changes must be passed on to our 

residents. We have never experienced an incident where this change would’ve helped us or been beneficial to the residents. So 

their desire to help the residents in case an occurrence that has never happened before actually happens is outweighed by the 

additional financial burden they’re forcing us to put on our residents on a daily basis. In other words, their desire to help is offset 

by the real world pain these changes inflict.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period

E
7
2
1
1
-G

8
  

Proponent  Gail Matillo Submitted 5/24/2019 YesAttachments

see attached letter

Comment:

2nd Comment Period

E
7
2
1
1
-G

9
  

Proponent  Shaddrick Haston Submitted 5/26/2019 YesAttachments

The Florida Assisted Living Association objects to the proposed amendment. See attached document.

Comment:
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2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
1
1
-G

1
0
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 5/26/2019 YesAttachments

Please see the attached for my rebuttal statements to the General Comments submitted (G5-G9). I urge the TAC to disregard 

these general comments and vote to recommend approval of the alternative language comment (SP7211-A2).

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
1
1
-G

1
1
  

Proponent  Joe Bigelow Submitted 5/28/2019 YesAttachments

Submitted by Shroder Joseph &amp; Associates via FedEX

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
1
1
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I support the proposed modification as it will ensure the Code includes the most current requirements for electrical installations 

that provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
1
1
-G

2
  

Proponent  James gregory Submitted 2/16/2019 NoAttachments

I do not support adding this requirement to Assisted Living Facilities for the following reasons:

1. ALFs are not health care facilities. They are residential facilities reviewed as either R4 or I-1 of the FBC and Board and Care in 

the Life Safety Code.

2. Only limited nursing services are provided. All residents must be ambulatory.

3. ALFs do not have any life support or Type I EES unlike nursing homes and hospitals.

4. The large majority of ALFs constructed in the state are small homes from 5 to 7 residents. This is will be a heavy economic 

impact of those small homes.

5. All new ALFs must be fully sprinklered so there is already ample fire protection.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
1
1
-G

3
  

Proponent  Deborah Franklin Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

FHCA does not support adding this requirement to Assisted Living Facilities for the following reasons:

1. ALFs are not health care facilities. They are residential facilities reviewed as either R4 or I-1 of the FBC and Board and Care in 

the Life Safety Code.

2. Only limited nursing services are provided. All residents must be ambulatory.

3. ALFs do not have any life support or Type I EES unlike nursing homes and hospitals.

4. The large majority of ALFs constructed in the state are small homes from 5 to 7 residents. This is will be a heavy economic 

impact of those small homes.

5. All new ALFs must be fully sprinklered so there is already ample fire protection.

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History

E
7
2
1
1
-G

4
  

Proponent  Susan Anderson Submitted 2/18/2019 NoAttachments

Comment:
The Florida Senior Living Association (FSLA) disagrees that placing institutional, nursing homes style regulations on assisted 

living facilities to protect the building from fire damage is necessary. Further, a review of NFPA records of fire incidents in 

assisted living facilities in the state of Florida indicates a lack of physical harm to residents over at least, the past two decades, 

that also informs against the proposed code modification.  The intent of the Legislature in Part I of Chapter 429, Florida 

Statutes, specifically states that assisted living facilities "should be operated and regulated as residential environments with 

supportive services and not as medical or nursing facilities."  S. 429.01(2), Fla. Stat.  Section 429.41(1) goes further to state 

that regulations should "ensure a safe and sanitary environment that is residential and noninstitutional in design or nature."  
Danger to residents from fire in assisted living facilities in Florida has been successfully addressed by current regulations and 

the proposed modification is unnecessary and burdensome.  In addition, FSLA adopts and incorporates the comments 

submitted by James Gregory and Debbie Franklin.
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Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/20/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

412.6.7

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7370  6

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification adds electrical classification criteria to the rules for aircraft paint hangers.

Rationale

This proposed modification provides some needed guidance for classifying the hazardous location within an aircraft paint hanger. 

these requirements will harmonize the FBC-B with the FFPC and NFPA 70.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will not impact the local entity relative to code enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance to building and property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance or impact industry.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance or impact small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification is directly connected to the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by providing needed 

guidance on the classification of hazardous location at and around aircraft paint hangers.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification improves and strengthens the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code.

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
3
7
0
-G

1
  

Proponent  Jennifer Privateer Submitted 5/22/2019 NoAttachments

agree as proposed

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
3
7
0
-G

2
  

Proponent  Harold Barrineau Submitted 5/25/2019 NoAttachments

I agree with this modification

Comment:
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Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/21/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

917

Pending Review

No9

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7385  7

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification adds a new Section on "Mass Notification Systems" to the code.

Rationale

The need for real-time effective emergency communications in the United States came into sharp focus in the 20th century in 

response to threats to homeland security and our educational occupancies. We have learned from the recent incidents that occurred in 

our college/university campuses and other buildings, and have created installation guidelines to be followed for Life Safety. When a 

mass disaster event occurs, the need for real time information communicated in a clear and concise method via various paths is very 

critical to Life Safety. The Risk Analysis and the Emergency Response Plan have been shown to be the needed steps to take in this 

complicated life safety concern today and in the future. This action will NOT require a mass notification system to be installed; it 

requires the Risk Analysis which is outlined in detail within NFPA 72. That analysis prepared by a registered design professional along 

with stakeholders of the college and AHJ that will outline what is needed for this location and application. This code change proposal 

provides a requirement that a Risk Analysis be created for every new building of size that requires a fire alarm system in college&#39;s 

campuses. NFPA 72 has a chapter dedicated to Emergency Communication Systems-Mass Notification. The requirements for Risk 

Analysis and qualifications for those performing these services are within NFPA 72; they are matured and are in the 3rd cycle of 

revisions. Mass Notification can cover One Way, Two Way, Wide Area (outside) In-Building Mass Notification and Distributed 

Recipient (Cell phone, laptop) forms of communication. All of this is covered in detail in NFPA 72. Mass Notification is a subset of ECS 

for all hazards concerns. Another is EVACS which is the Em Voice Alarm Communication System which is defined for FIRE incidents, 

and now can be utilized for mass notification.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will not impact the local entity relative to code enforcement other than verifying the risk analysis has 

been completed and acted upon accordingly.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance to building and property owners unless the mass notification 

system is recommended by risk analysis and the cost of the system is absorbed by the building and property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of compliance with the code as a risk analysis will be required for qualifying 

occupancy types and the outcome may result in a required mass notification system to be installed.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance or impact small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification is directly connected to the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by addressing a growing 

need for mass notification in certain occupancies to warn the public of a hazard or danger.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification improves and strengthens the code by giving the user of the code a pointer to the applicable industry 

standard (NFPA 72) to perform a risk analysis.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code.

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
3
8
5
-G

1
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 5/21/2019 NoAttachments

Please reconsider this proposed modification for approval. The rule only applies to college and university campuses where the 

life-saving benefits of a mass notification system have been proven by case study. The rule does not mandate the installation of 

a mass notification system but rather mandates an industry recognized risk assessment outlined in the NFPA 72 be performed. 

Only those campuses where it is shown that a mass notification system will enhance the evacuation, rescue, and other 

life-saving communications will be required to install one.

Comment:
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2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
3
8
5
-G

2
  

Proponent  Jennifer Privateer Submitted 5/22/2019 NoAttachments

I strongly agree with this proposed modification as written

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
3
8
5
-G

3
  

Proponent  Harold Barrineau Submitted 5/25/2019 NoAttachments

I agree with this modification

Comment:
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Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/7/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

2703

Pending Review

Yes27

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7208  8

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

7207

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification will add mandatory surge protection requirements to buildings under the scope of the FBC-B.

Rationale

This revision is intended to address the recognized need for surge protection to protect the sensitive electronics and systems found in 

most modern appliances, safety devices (such as AFCI, GFCI and smoke alarms) and equipment used in buildings. Additionally, the 

expanding use of distributed energy resources (DER) within electrical systems often results in more opportunity or greater exposure for 

the introduction of surges into the system. 

Electronic life-saving equipment such as fire alarm systems, IDCI’s, GFCI’s, AFCI’s and smoke alarms, may be damaged when a 

surge occurs due to lighting, internal local switching as well as external utility switching. Other equipment is also damaged when 

subjected to surge. In many cases, electronic devices and equipment can be damaged and rendered inoperable by a surge and yet 

this damage is undetected by the owner. It is practical to require a SPD to provide a general level of protection. In almost all new 

service installations, as well as service upgrades, no consideration is given to providing a general level of protection to the “whole 

structure” which would include those  devices that cannot be afforded a cord connected Type 3 SPD protection. 2703.4 is included to 

require that when a service is upgraded, an SPD is to be installed. 

Studies by recognized authorities including NEMA, IEEE, and UL, all substantiate the fact that surges can and do cause significant 

damage.  Nationwide Insurance organizations recognize the need for effective surge protection as well and have published 

recommendations that include point-of-use surge protectors and installation of surge protection at service equipment.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will require additional enforcement requirements related to electrical services. The impact will be 

minor.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of compliance to building and property owners where the cost of providing a 

mandatory SPD is passed-on to the consumer.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

SPDs are available with a large variety of ratings, configurations, and options. The cost can be as low as $25 per device to 

several hundred-dollars where higher levels of protection or other performance features are selected.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost to small business owners where the cost of providing a 

mandatory SPD is passed-on to the consumer.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification will enhance the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by reducing the negative impacts of 

transient surges to a building’s premises wiring system and equipment.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification strengthens and improves the code by closing an essential life and property saving protection gap in 

the current code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against any material, product, method, or system of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code by adding life and property saving surge protection.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
2
0
8
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/21/2019 YesAttachments Bryan Holland

Rationale

This alternative language comment addresses the concerns made by the public and the TAC by adding an exception to the rule 

where the NFPA 780 Risk Assessment indicates surge protection would not be needed based on the low risk of exposure to 

the hazard of lightning. Please see the rationale submitted with the original modification and the guide attached to this 

comment on how to specify surge protection.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This alternative language comment will have little to no impact on the local entity.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment will increase the cost of code compliance for those buildings that would benefit from 

surge protection as determined by risk assessment. The most expensive SPD on the market today costs less than the 

average lightning damage insurance claim in the state of Florida.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment will have no impact on industry.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost to small business owners where the cost of providing a 

mandatory SPD is passed-on to the consumer.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This alternative language comment improves the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by providing surge 

protection where it will be most beneficial in reducing damages and losses to transient energies.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This alternative language comment strengthens the code by adding additional protective measures against a real and 

serious hazard to electrical systems.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This alternative language comment does not discriminate against any materials, products, methods, or systems of 

construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This alternative language comment enhances the effectiveness of the code.

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
0
8
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I support the proposed modification as it will ensure the Code includes the most current requirements for electrical installations 

that provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Comment:
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Sub Code: Energy Conservation

Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/6/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

405.6.3

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7205  9

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification revises the voltage drop requirement to include "customer-owned service conductors" in addition to feeder 

conductors and branch circuit conductors.

Rationale

The current requirement for voltage drop does not include customer-owned service conductors which in long runs can result in 

significant voltage drop. The term “conductors” has been added to feeder and branch circuit to add clarity. A definition of "voltage 

drop&" is being added to harmonize the Florida Energy Code with the IECC and ASHRAE 90.1 Standard.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will have no impact to the local entity relative to code enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will ensure customer-owned service conductors are included in the voltage drop calculation to prevent 

unnecessary losses in the complete premises wiring systems.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification could result in an increased cost of compliance if the designer chooses to increase the 

customer-owner service conductors in response to excess voltage drop.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification should not have an impact on small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification is directly connected with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification improves the code by adding a needed definition and revising the prescriptive language of the section 

to include all conductors on the premises-wiring side of the electrical installation.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code.

2nd Comment Period

E
7
2
0
5
-G

2
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 5/21/2019 NoAttachments

Comment:
Please reconsider this proposed modification for approval. The revised language simply adds "customer-owned service 

conductors" to the voltage drop requirement as previously required in earlier editions of the FBC Energy Conservation Code. 

Excluding these premises wiring conductors from the calculation can results in excess energy losses on the system before a 

single load is being supplied. Please be advised the ICC Commercial Energy Code Development Committee unanimously voted 

15-0 to approve Proposal CE214-19 during the ICC Group B Committee Action Hearings. This will keep the Florida Energy Code 

aligned with the IECC-C.
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2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
0
5
-G

3
  

Proponent  Jennifer Privateer Submitted 5/22/2019 NoAttachments

agreed as modified

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
0
5
-G

4
  

Proponent  Jennifer Privateer Submitted 5/22/2019 NoAttachments

I agree

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
0
5
-G

5
  

Proponent  Harold Barrineau Submitted 5/25/2019 NoAttachments

I agree this is a good modification

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
0
5
-G

6
  

Proponent  Harold Barrineau Submitted 5/25/2019 NoAttachments

I agree with this modification

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
0
5
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I support the proposed modification as it will ensure the Code includes the most current requirements for electrical installations 

that provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Comment:

Electrical2020 Triennial
436



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
7
2
0
5
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

E
7
2
0
5
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Electrical2020 Triennial
437



Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/6/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

405.6.1

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7206  10

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification revises the section to clarify that compliance with Section 8 Power of the ASHRAE Standard 90.1 is 

required by Section 405.6.1

Rationale

The purpose of this proposed modification is to align the code with DS 2016-033 and further clarify that Section 8 Power of the 

ASHRAE Standard 90.1 is the part being referenced by C405.6 Electric power. The revised language will assist those designing, 

installing, or enforcing the requirements of the Florida Energy Code.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will assist the local entity when enforcing the requirement of the Florida Energy Code by clarifying 

exactly what requirements in the ASHRAE Standard 90.1 are applicable to C405.6.1 compliance.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will ensure building and property owners have electric distribution systems installed in compliance 

with both C405.6 of the FBC-EC and Section 8 of ASHRAE Standard 90.1.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will not change the cost of compliance with the code.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will have no impact to small business.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification is directly connected to the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by ensuring electrical 

power distribution in buildings meet the requirements of the code.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification improves the code by clarifying the section and giving a pointer to the specific section of ASHARE 

Standard 90.1 that is applicable.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code by clarifying the rule.

2nd Comment Period                                    

E
7
2
0
6
-G

2
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 5/21/2019 NoAttachments

Please reconsider this proposed modification for approval. The current language is vague, confusing, and not well understood in 

the field. The revised language adds a pointer to the specific requirements in the ASHRAE standard that are applicable as 

clearly indicated in Declaratory Statement DS2016-033. It should be noted the Electrical TAC has recommended this 

modification for approval unanimously 9-0. The electrical industry is  the most impacted by the rule and with this vote has shown 

the need for the code change.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
0
6
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I support the proposed modification as it will ensure the Code includes the most current requirements for electrical installations 

that provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Comment:
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Sub Code: Residential

Attachments

Bryan Holland

No

11/7/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

328

Pending Review

Yes3

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7207  11

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

7208

Summary of Modification

This proposed modification will add mandatory surge protection requirements to buildings under the scope of the FBC-R.

Rationale

This revision is intended to address the recognized need for surge protection to protect the sensitive electronics and systems found in 

most modern appliances, safety devices (such as AFCI, GFCI and smoke alarms) and equipment used in dwellings. Additionally, the 

expanding use of distributed energy resources (DER) within electrical systems often results in more opportunity or greater exposure for 

the introduction of surges into the system. 

Electronic life-saving equipment such as fire alarm systems, IDCI’s, GFCI’s, AFCI’s and smoke alarms, may be damaged when a 

surge occurs due to lighting, internal local switching as well as external utility switching. Other equipment is also damaged when 

subjected to surge. In many cases, electronic devices and equipment can be damaged and rendered inoperable by a surge and yet 

this damage is undetected by the owner. It is practical to require a SPD to provide a general level of protection. In almost all new 

service installations, as well as service upgrades, no consideration is given to providing a general level of protection to the “whole 

structure” which would include those  devices that cannot be afforded a cord connected Type 3 SPD protection. R328.4 is included to 

require that when a service is upgraded, an SPD is to be installed. 

Studies by recognized authorities including NEMA, IEEE, and UL, all substantiate the fact that surges can and do cause significant 

damage.  Nationwide Insurance organizations recognize the need for effective surge protection as well and have published 

recommendations that include point-of-use surge protectors and installation of surge protection at service equipment.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed modification will require additional enforcement requirements related to electrical services. The impact will be 

minor.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost of compliance to building and property owners where the cost of providing a 

mandatory SPD is passed-on to the consumer.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

SPDs are available with a large variety of ratings, configurations, and options. The cost can be as low as $25 per device to 

several hundred-dollars where higher levels of protection or other performance features are selected.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost to small business owners where the cost of providing a 

mandatory SPD is passed-on to the consumer.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed modification will enhance the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by reducing the negative impacts of 

transient surges to a building&#39;s premises wiring system and equipment.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed modification strengthens and improves the code by closing an essential life and property saving protection gap in 

the current code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed modification does not discriminate against any material, product, method, or system of construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed modification enhances the effectiveness of the code by adding life and property saving surge protection.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  
7
2
0
7
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/21/2019 YesAttachments Bryan Holland

Rationale

This alternative language comment addresses the concerns made by the public and the TAC by adding an exception to the rule 

where the NFPA 780 Risk Assessment indicates surge protection would not be needed based on the low risk of exposure to 

the hazard of lightning. Please see the rationale submitted with the original modification and the guide attached to this 

comment on how to specify surge protection.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This alternative language comment will have little to no impact on the local entity.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment will increase the cost of code compliance for those buildings that would benefit from 

surge protection as determined by risk assessment. The most expensive SPD on the market today costs less than the 

average lightning damage insurance claim in the state of Florida.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment will have no impact on industry.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

This proposed modification will increase the cost to small business owners where the cost of providing a 

mandatory SPD is passed-on to the consumer.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This alternative language comment improves the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by providing surge 

protection where it will be most beneficial in reducing damages and losses to transient energies.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This alternative language comment strengthens the code by adding additional protective measures against a real and 

serious hazard to electrical systems.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This alternative language comment does not discriminate against any materials, products, methods, or systems of 

construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This alternative language comment enhances the effectiveness of the code.

1st Comment Period History                        

E
7
2
0
7
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I support the proposed modification as it will ensure the Code includes the most current requirements for electrical installations 

that provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Comment:
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Attachments

John Hall

No

11/8/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

3702.13

Pending Review

Yes37

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E7215  12

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageNo Yes

Related Modifications

No related modifications have been identified.

Summary of Modification

The modification provides for infrastructure to accomodate future electric vehicle charging equipment in one- and two-family dwellings 

and townhouses with garages.

Rationale

Florida consistently ranks in the top three states for electric vehicle sales. The Florida legislature cited the importance and benefit of 

electric vehicles in FS 718.113(8). The ability for property owners to install EV charging equipment without destructive measures will 

faciltate the adoption of this technology, protecting the environment and providing an economic benefit to the state.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

There will be no cost impact relative to enforcement of the code due to this proposed modification. The inspection activity will be 

performed during already required inspections that are regularly scheduled.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

The cost impact to building and property owners for compliance with the proposed modification will be negligible. The 

modification seeks only the provision of a raceway and space in the electrical panel to facilitate the installation of EV charging 

equipment at a future date.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The cost impact to industry will likewise be negligible due to the limited scope of the proposed modification. No installation of 

equipment, wiring, or outlet is required by the modification. Only an empty raceway and space in the electrical panel for the future 

circuit breaker is envisioned.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

There will be no cost impact to small business. The scope of the proposed modification is limited to one- 

and two-family dwellings and townhouses.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The proposed modification has connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public through reduction of 

emissions from the use of fossil fuels and the economic savings of operating an electric vehicle versus the cost of operating fossil 

fuel powered vehicles.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The proposed modification improves the code by making provision for the implementation of better products and methods of 

powering transportation. Electrical vehicle use is increasing annually and these systems are crucial to further adoption of the 

technology.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

The proposed modification does not discriminate against any materials, products, methods, or systems of construction as none 

are specified. The modification simply provides for the easier implementation of the technology with no destructive effect to the 

structure.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

The proposed modification does not degrade the effectiveness of the code. The implementation of the code is enhanced through 

the provision of simplified means of compliance for property owners desiring to operate electric vehicles.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period
7
2
1
5
-A

1

Proponent Submitted 5/21/2019 YesAttachments Bryan Holland

Rationale

This alternative language comment addresses the concerns made during public comment and shared by the members of the 

TAC by offering an alternative code location due to the recommended approval of Proposed Modification E7199. Please see 

the attached support file for additional substantiation of this code change.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This alternative language comment would have little to no impact on the local entity.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment would increase the cost of construction for building owners with large parking areas.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

This alternative language comment will not have an impact on industry.

Impact to Small Business relative to the cost of compliance with code

There will be no cost impact to small business. The scope of the proposed modification is limited to one- and 

two-family dwellings and townhouses.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This alternative language comment improves the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by providing needed 

EVSE at parking spaces at commercial buildings.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This alternative language comment improves the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This alternative language comment does not discriminate against any materials, products, methods, or systems of 

construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This alternative language comment enhances the effectiveness code.

1st Comment Period History

E
7
2
1
5
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I support the proposed modification as it will ensure the FBC includes the most current requirements for electrical installations 

that provide for the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Comment:
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Attachments

STEVE ROOD

No

12/14/2018

No Affirmative Recommendation

3902.16

Pending Review

Yes39

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

E8149  13

Comments

General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

This proposal recommends deletion of kitchens and laundry areas from the list of locations within dwelling units where AFCI protection 

is required.

Rationale

Please see two uploaded support files:  

• One summarizes lack of substantiation of fires specifically located in kitchens or laundry areas from the fire data used to justify

expansion to those areas, along with information on the nuisance tripping problem that is increasing along with expanded use of AFCI.

• The second is a two-page summary of an NFPA-funded Fire Protection Research Foundation report that advised “the most

significant problem with residential electrical fire data is that nearly all of the currently available public data is lacking in quality and

accuracy, and is relatively unusable for data analytics in its current state.” As such,” the existing residential electrical data is generally

unrefined and provides limited value to the analysis of determining the effectiveness of electrical branch circuit protection devices.”

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No known impact; no known or obvious incremental added enforcement expense to the deletion of these requirements, as 

the enforcement activity is ongoing and required as is currently the case (a "roll back" vs. an added requirement is proposed).

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

FISCAL IMPACT:  Estimated electrical installer savings:  $180 - $192 per home. Please see attached support file for fiscal input 

assumptions.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No known impact; no known or obvious incremental cost of compliance to industry, as the recommendation is for a "roll 

back" as opposed to an added requirement.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

FISCAL IMPACT:  Estimated electrical installer savings:  $180 - $192 per home. Please see attached 

support file for fiscal input assumptions.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Mandated AFCI protection in kitchen and laundry areas can compromise electrical safety for home dwellers. Please see 

uploaded support file that reviews these points.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Strengthens the code with respect to incrementally reducing AFCI requirements where increased safety that is purported to be 

provided by its implementation in the kitchen and laundry areas cannot be quantified or confirmed due to the lack of verifiable 

data as the FPRF report points out.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No known discrimination of this sort; assists with reductions of installer call backs due to nuisance tripping, which enhances 

productivity of builders, contractors and similar installer firms.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No known degradation to the effectiveness of the code; many other states and municipalities have approved and implemented 

amendments and exceptions to AFCI protection for the same reasons as detailed in this proposal. Please see uploaded support 

file of 15 states and 3 municipalities.

2nd Comment Period

E
8
1
4
9
-G

8
  

Proponent  Michael Carlson Submitted 5/1/2019 YesAttachments

PIFF urges the Electrical TAC to reject Mod E8149. Please see the attached letter.

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

E
8
1
4
9
-G

1
  

Proponent  Vincent Della Croce Submitted 1/8/2019 NoAttachments

I strongly oppose this proposal as it reduces the effectiveness and safety of the code requirements related to life and property 

safety.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
8
1
4
9
-G

2
  

Proponent  Si Farvardin Submitted 2/5/2019 YesAttachments

Dear TAC members,

The Insurance Institute for Business &amp; Home Safety (IBHS) is a nonprofit organization supported by the property insurance 

industry. Our mission is to identify and promote effective ways to strengthen homes and businesses against natural hazards and 

other causes of loss. We do this by conducting research and testing, and advocating adoption of building and safety codes, and 

improved construction, maintenance and preparedness practices.

Among IBHS’s highest priorities are the adoption and enforcement of building and safety codes without any weakening 

amendments. Accordingly, IBHS respectfully requests the Florida Electrical TAC to reject Modification E8149, which proposes to 

eliminate the arc fault circuit interrupters (AFCIs) in kitchen and laundry circuits of residential dwellings. The AFCIs required by 

the National Electrical Code&#174; (NEC) are proven to be quite effective in residential wiring systems by detecting and isolating 

problems that could lead to electrical fires. Elimination of this important code requirement and life-saving technology—from 

kitchen and laundry circuits—will seriously reduce the electrical safety of new residential dwelling construction throughout the 

state of Florida. 

IBHS urges the TAC members to continue to protect the safety and welfare of the state residents and retain the recommended 

requirement for arc fault circuit interrupters in kitchen and laundry circuits to be adopted as part of the 2017 NEC. 

We thank you for the opportunity to comment.  

Sincerely,

Si Farvardin

Manager of Codes and Standards 

Insurance Institute for Business &amp; Home Safety

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
8
1
4
9
-G

3
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 2/6/2019 YesAttachments

NEMA strongly opposes this proposed modification that would reduce electrical safety by increasing the risk of fire in a home. 

Please see the attached support files.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
8
1
4
9
-G

4
  

Proponent  Jeff Terrey Submitted 2/15/2019 YesAttachments

Please see attached.

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        

E
8
1
4
9
-G

5
  

Proponent  Jeff Terrey Submitted 2/15/2019 YesAttachments

Please see attached.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
8
1
4
9
-G

6
  

Proponent  Johnson Steve Submitted 2/15/2019 NoAttachments

Dear Committee members,

My name is Steve Johnson and I’m a professional firefighter in Marion County. My wife is a burn survivor from an electrical fire 

started by an arc in a circuit. Together, we offer unique perspectives on why you should not approve a proposal that would 

prevent our state from having the strongest electrical building codes at 2017 levels. This proposal would scale back arc fault 

circuit interrupter requirements to 2011 levels – exposing all new residential construction to potential electrical fires in kitchens 

and laundry areas. Why would you do that?

As a career firefighter, I respond to numerous house fires, most of which are determined to be caused by an electrical 

malfunction and many of which originate in these areas of the home. These areas need this additional protection with the use of 

added electrical devices, power cords, and appliances. Do we need these devices to detect the dangerous arcing that can 

prevent these fires from ever starting? Of course, we do. We need them as badly as we need smoke detectors, sprinklers, fire 

ladders, carbon monoxide detectors, and fire resistant construction materials that also help prevent the spread of fires. 

Everything working together helps prevent and warn us of house fires that risk not only the occupant’s lives, but mine as a 

firefighter as well.

I’ve seen firsthand how devastating electrical fires can be to buildings and families. Estimates are in the millions of dollars when 

it comes to structural damage, and more importantly, consider the emotional toll deaths and injuries bring to people nationwide.

You are the experts on this issue on the front end, but from someone who is out in the trenches, I beg of you – please protect the 

safety of every man, woman and child and those protecting our communities in the fire services. Approve of technologies like 

AFCIs that save lives and prevent electrical fires. Please oppose this bad idea to scale back those requirements.

Steve Johnson

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        

E
8
1
4
9
-G

7
  

Proponent  David Hewitt Submitted 2/18/2019 YesAttachments

Siemens strongly opposes this proposed modification in that it would reduce electrical safety by increasing the risk of fire in a 

home. Removing AFCI protection raises concerns with respect to the protection of life and property.

Comment:
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