SECTION 420 NURSING HOMES 

420.1 Scope. Nursing homes shall comply with all applicable requirements of the code and the following design and construction standards as described herein and shall have plans reviewed and construction surveyed by the state agency authorized to do so by Chapter 553.80 (1)(c), Florida Statutes. 

NOTE: For project submission and fee requirements, codes and standards for existing facilities, and other administrative, licensure, and programmatic provisions for nursing homes, see Agency for Health Care Administration [AHCA] Chapter 59A-4, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.) and Chapter 400 Part II, Florida Statutes. 

420.2 Codes and standards for the design and construction of nursing homes. Except as modified and required by Section 420 of this code, Chapter 59A-4 Florida Administrative Code or by Chapter 400 Part II, Florida Statutes, all new nursing homes and all additions, alterations or renovations to existing nursing homes shall also be in compliance with the following codes and standards on the effective date of this code:  
420.2.1 The fire codes described in Chapter 69A-53, Uniform Fire Safety Standards for Hospitals and Nursing Homes, Florida Administrative Code. 
420.2.2 The Guidelines for Design and Construction of Health Care Facilities (the Guidelines), Part I,  incorporated by reference. 
420.2.3 Fire, Smoke and Radiation Damper Installation Guide for HVAC Systems, Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors National Association, Inc. (SMACNA). 
420.3 Additional physical plant requirements for nursing homes. In addition to the codes and standards referenced in Section 420.2 of this code, the following minimum standards of construction and specified minimum essential facilities shall apply to all new nursing homes including those that admit children 0 years through 20 years of age and to all additions, alterations or renovations to an existing nursing home including one that admits children 0 years through 20 years of age on the effective date of this code:  
420.3.1 Nursing unit. Each nursing unit shall consist of the resident rooms and support areas as required in Sections 420.3.2 and 420.3.3 and shall meet the following standards: 
420.3.1.1 Each nursing unit shall be arranged to avoid unnecessary and unrelated travel through the unit. 
420.3.1.2 Travel distance from the entrance to a nurses' station, and from a clean utility and a soiled utility room(s) or function(s) to the middle of the entrance door of the farthest resident room served shall be a maximum of 150 feet (45.72 m). 
420.3.1.3 Clustered nursing units with resident rooms adjacent to decentralized resident support and service areas, and with the utilization of satellite staff work areas shall be permitted. 
420.3.2 Resident rooms. Each resident room shall meet the following standards: 
420.3.2.1 Maximum room capacity shall be two residents. Where renovation work is undertaken and the present capacity is more than two residents, maximum room capacity shall be no more than the existing capacity with a maximum capacity of four residents. Nursing homes that admit children 0 through 20 years of age may have a maximum room capacity of four residents in those rooms. 
420.3.2.2 Rooms shall have a minimum of 100 square feet (9.29 m2) of clear floor area per bed in multiple-bed rooms and 120 square feet (11.15 m2) of clear floor area in single-bed rooms, exclusive of the space consumed by toilet rooms, closets, lockers, wardrobes, lavatories, alcoves, and door swings into the room or entrance vestibules, whichever is greater. For the purpose of minimum clear floor area, the entrance vestibule is defined as that floor area located between the room entrance door and the room floor area containing the resident bed(s). The dimensions and arrangement of rooms shall be such that there shall be a minimum of 3 feet (0.91 m) between the sides and foot of the bed and any wall or any other fixed obstruction or adjacent bed. For planning purposes, a full-size bed is assumed to be 3 feet 6 inches (1.07 m) wide by 8 feet (2.43 m) long. In multiple-bed rooms, a clearance of 3 feet 8 inches (1.11 m) to any fixed obstruction shall be available at the foot of each bed to permit the passage of equipment and beds. Where renovation work is undertaken, every effort shall be made to meet these minimum space standards. When this is not possible due to existing physical constraints, with the approval of the agency, resident rooms shall have no less than 80 square feet (7.43 m2) of clear floor area per bed in multiple-bed rooms and 100 square feet (9.29 m2) of clear floor area in single-bed rooms exclusive of the space consumed by  toilet rooms, closets, lockers, wardrobes, lavatories, alcoves, and door swings into the room or entrance vestibules, whichever is greater. 
420.3.2.3 Each resident room shall have a bedside table, a reading lamp, a well-constructed appropriate bed, and a nonfolding type armchair for each resident. There shall be an over-bed table available for a minimum of 50 percent of the licensed beds in the facility. 
420.3.2.4 Each resident room shall be provided with a window(s) that shall have a minimum 20 feet (6.10 m) unobstructed vista measured perpendicularly from the plane of the window. Beds shall be located no more than two deep from windows in renovated construction. 
420.3.2.5 A hand-washing facility complete with mixing faucet shall be provided in each resident toilet room and in each resident room without an exclusive toilet room, and in renovated facilities with rooms containing more than two beds. 
420.3.2.6 Each resident shall have access to a toilet room without having to enter the general corridor area. One toilet room shall serve no more than four beds and no more than two resident rooms. The door shall be side hinged, swing out from the toilet room, and unless otherwise required by this code, be at least 32 inches (813 mm) wide. The toilet room door that swings open into the resident room shall not impede the swing of any other door that opens into the resident room. 
420.3.2.7 Each resident room shall have a wardrobe, locker or closet for each resident. Each wardrobe, locker or closet shall have minimum inside dimensions of 1 foot 10 inches (0.55 m) in depth by 1 foot 8 inches (0.51 m) in width. Each shall be accessible to the resident at all times and shall have a shelf and clothes rod that permits a vertically clear hanging space for full-length garments. When the wardrobe, locker or closet is designed to meet the requirements for accessibility per Chapter 11 of this code, it shall include additional accessible storage area(s) for full-length garments. The shelf may be omitted if the clothing unit provides at least two drawers. 
420.3.2.8 In multiple-bed rooms, visual privacy shall be provided for each resident by the installation of flame-retardant cubicle curtains or equivalent built-in devices. The design for privacy shall not restrict resident access to the entrance, resident armchair, hand washing facility, toilet, wardrobe, locker or closet. 
420.3.3 Service areas. The size and features of each service area will depend upon the number and type of residents served. Service areas may be arranged and located to serve more than one nursing unit, but at least one such service area shall be provided on each nursing floor. The following service areas shall be located in or be readily accessible to each nursing unit: 
420.3.3.1 A centralized staff work area shall be provided. It shall have space for supervisory administrative work activities, charting, and storage. The minimum area required shall be equal to 2 square feet (0.19 m2) for each resident bed served. If a decentralized nursing unit model is utilized, the functions of administrative work, charting and storage may be located among several separate direct care staff work areas. In this case, a centralized staff work area is still required but shall not be required to provide space for these activities and may be reduced in size in accordance with the functional program. 
420.3.3.2 A staff toilet room with hand-washing facilities shall be provided conveniently located to each nursing unit. 
420.3.3.3 Lockable closets, drawers or compartments shall be provided on the unit for safekeeping of staff personal effects. 
420.3.3.4 Staff lounge area(s) shall be provided and may be shared by more than one nursing unit if the lounge is centrally located. 
420.3.3.5 A clean utility or clean holding room for storage and distribution of clean supply materials shall be provided. If the room is used for preparing resident care items, it shall contain a work counter, a hand-washing facility, and storage facilities for clean and sterile supplies. If the room is used only for storage and holding as a part of a system for distribution of clean and sterile supply materials, the work counter and hand-washing facility requirements may be omitted. The minimum size of the room shall be 60 square feet (5.57 m2). 
420.3.3.6 Soiled utility or soiled holding room(s) shall be provided. The soiled utility function shall be comprised of a flushing rim clinical service sink with bedpan rinsing device, a double compartment sink, soiled linen receptacles, waste receptacles and a work counter with a usable minimum work surface area of 6 square feet (0.56 m2). The total minimum size of the function shall be 80 square feet (7.43 m2) and may be allocated among several soiled utility or soiled holding rooms. Rooms used only for the holding of soiled materials need contain only a hand washing facility. All rooms utilized for the holding of soiled materials shall meet the requirements for hazardous areas as required by NFPA 101, Life Safety Code as adopted by the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 
420.3.3.7 If required by the functional program as defined by The Guidelines, a minimum of one sanitizer shall be provided per facility. The sanitizer may be of the  hot water or chemical type. 
420.3.3.8 A medicine preparation room or a self-contained medicine dispensing unit shall be provided for the provision of medication distribution and shall be under the visual control of the staff. If a medicine preparation room is utilized, it shall be equipped with a lockable door, have a minimum area of 50 square feet (4.65 m2) and shall contain a refrigerator, locked storage for controlled drugs, a hand washing facility, and a work counter with a minimum of 6 square feet (0.56 m2) of work surface. If a self-contained medicine dispensing unit is utilized, it may be located at the nurses' station, in the clean utility room, in an alcove, or in other spaces convenient for staff control provided the area occupied by the unit does not encroach upon required minimum areas. The dispensing unit may be used in a medicine preparation room as locked storage for controlled drugs within the minimum area of 50 square feet (4.65 m2), however, the standard "cup sinks" provided in many self-contained units shall not be a substitute for the required hand-washing facility. If there is no linen storage in the clean utility room, medicine preparation may be part of the clean utility room in which case an additional 20 square feet (1.8 m2) dedicated for this purpose shall be required. A refrigerator shall also be required if medicine preparation is included in this room. 
420.3.3.9 An equipment storage room(s) shall be provided for storage of nursing unit equipment. The minimum area required shall be equal to 2 square feet (.19 m2) for each resident bed served, with no room being less than 30 square feet (2.79 m2) in area. 
420.3.3.10 A housekeeping room(s) shall be provided for storage and use of housekeeping supplies and equipment. Each room shall have a service sink. The minimum area required in each room shall be 20 square feet (1.86 m2). 
420.3.3.11 A clean linen storage room, closet or area shall be provided. This area may be located within the clean utility or clean holding room. It shall be large enough to accommodate the storage of linen carts. If in compliance with the Florida Fire Prevention Code a closed-cart system may be used and stored in an alcove open to the corridor. 
420.3.3.12 A nourishment room for serving nourishments between meals shall be provided that shall contain a work counter, refrigerator, storage cabinets, and sink. Ice for residents' consumption shall be provided by an icemaker unit that may serve more than one nourishment station if the nourishment stations are in close proximity to each other. Where the icemaker unit is accessible to residents or the public, it shall be a self-dispensing type. The nourishment room shall include space for trays and dishes used for nonscheduled meal service. Hand-washing facilities shall be in or immediately accessible from the nourishment room. 
420.3.3.13 Storage alcove space for a minimum of one wheelchair and one stretcher shall be provided in an area located away from normal traffic. 
420.3.3.14 Resident bathing facilities shall be provided with a minimum of one bathtub, hydrotub, or shower for every 20 beds or fraction thereof not otherwise served by bathing facilities in resident rooms. Residents shall have access to at least one bathing room per floor or unit sized to permit assisted bathing in a tub or shower. The bathtub in this room shall be accessible to residents in wheelchairs and the shower shall accommodate a shower gurney with fittings for a resident in a recumbent position. Other tubs or showers shall be in individual rooms or curtained enclosures with space for private use of the bathing fixture, for drying and dressing and access to a grooming location containing a sink, mirror and counter or shelf. A separate private toilet shall be provided that is directly accessible to each multibathing fixture central bathing area without requiring entry into the general corridor. This toilet may also serve as a toilet training facility. 
420.3.4 Resident support areas. 
420.3.4.1 Dining, lounges and recreation areas for residents shall be provided. The total area of these spaces shall be a minimum of 35 square feet (3.25 m2) per bed with a minimum total area of 225 square feet (20.90 m2). At least 20 square feet (1.86 m2) per bed shall be available for dining. Additional space may be required for resident day care programs. 
420.3.4.2 Storage for supplies, resident needs, and recreation shall be provided. This area shall be on site but not necessarily in the same building as the resident rooms, provided access is convenient. The minimum required area shall be 5 square feet (0.46 m2) per bed up to 600 square feet (55.74 m2). 
420.3.4.3 Physical, speech, and occupational therapy units shall provide the following. 
420.3.4.3.1 Space for files, records and administrative activities. 
420.3.4.3.2 Provisions for wheelchair residents. 
420.3.4.3.3 Storage for supplies and equipment. 
420.3.4.3.4 Hand-washing facilities within the therapy unit. 
420.3.4.3.5 Space and equipment for carrying out each of the types of therapy that the facility will provide. 
420.3.4.3.6 Provisions for resident privacy. 
420.3.4.3.7 Housekeeping rooms, in or near the unit. 
420.3.4.3.8 Resident toilet room(s) usable by wheelchair residents. 
420.3.4.4 A barber/beauty room shall be provided with facilities and equipment for resident hair care and grooming. The area of the room shall be a minimum of 200 square feet (18.58 m2) with the least dimension of 12 feet (3.66 m). 
420.3.5 Dietary facilities. 
420.3.5.1 Dietary facilities shall be provided for residents and others as may be appropriate. No part of the kitchen area may be used as a pass through to the linen/laundry area. The dietary area shall contain the following facilities, in the size and number appropriate for the type of food service selected: 
420.3.5.1.1 Storage space, including cold storage, for at least a seven-day supply of food shall be provided. 
420.3.5.1.2 Food preparation facilities for cook to serve, cook to chill or a proprietary system of food preparation and adequate space and equipment for production shall be provided. 
420.3.5.1.3 Employee dining and serving lines shall not be permitted in the dietary facilities area. 
420.3.5.1.4 Hand-washing facilities shall be conveniently located in the food preparation area. 
420.3.5.1.5 Facilities for assembly and distribution of resident meals shall be provided. 
420.3.5.1.6 Ware washing space shall be located in a room or an alcove separate from the food preparation and serving area. Commercial-type ware washing equipment shall be provided. Space shall also be provided for receiving, scraping, sorting, and stacking soiled tableware and for transferring clean tableware to the use areas. Convenient hand washing facilities shall be available on the soiled dish side of the ware washing area. 
420.3.5.1.7 Pot washing facilities shall be provided. 
420.3.5.1.8 Storage areas and cleaning facilities for cans, carts, and mobile-tray conveyors shall be provided. 
420.3.5.1.9 An office for the food service manager shall be provided. 
420.3.5.1.10 A toilet, hand-washing facility and lockers for dietary staff shall be located within the dietary facilities area. A vestibule shall be provided between the toilet and the kitchen. 
420.3.5.1.11 A housekeeping room located within the dietary facilities area shall be provided and shall include a service sink and storage space for housekeeping equipment and supplies. 
420.3.5.1.12 An icemaker unit shall be provided and may be located in the food preparation area or in a separate room. 
420.3.6 Administrative and public areas shall include the following: 
420.3.6.1 A covered vehicular drop-off and pedestrian entrance that is located at grade level and that provides shelter from inclement weather shall be provided. 
420.3.6.2 An administrative/lobby area shall be provided that shall include a counter or desk for reception and information, a public waiting area, public toilet facilities, public telephone and an electric drinking fountain. 
420.3.6.3 General offices shall be provided for business transactions, admissions, social services, private interviews, medical and financial records, and administrative and professional staff. Clerical files and staff office space shall be provided as needed. At a minimum there shall be a private office for the administrator and director of nursing. 
420.3.6.4 A multipurpose room(s) shall be provided for conferences, meetings, and health education purposes, and shall include provisions for the use of visual aids. One multipurpose room may be shared by several services. The minimum area for this room shall be 120 square feet (11.15 m2). 
420.3.6.5 Storage for office equipment and supplies shall be provided. 
420.3.7 Linen service. 
420.3.7.1 Linen service shall be provided that shall have provisions for the storing and processing of clean and soiled linen for appropriate resident care. Processing may be done within the facility, in a separate building on or off site, or in a commercial or shared laundry. Where soiled linen is handled, at a minimum, the following elements shall be included: 
420.3.7.1.1 A separate room for receiving and holding soiled linen until ready for pickup or processing shall be provided. Discharge from soiled linen chutes may be received within this room or in a separate room. A hand-washing facility and a utility sink shall be provided. 
420.3.7.1.2 A central, clean linen storage and issuing room(s), in addition to the linen storage required at the nursing units shall be provided. 
420.3.7.1.3 Parking of clean and soiled linen carts in separate areas from each other and out of traffic shall be provided. 
420.3.7.1.4 Hand-washing facilities in each area where unbagged, soiled linen is handled shall be provided. 
420.3.7.1.5 When linen is processed off site a service entrance protected from inclement weather for loading and unloading of linen shall be provided. 
420.3.7.1.6 When linen is processed in a laundry facility located on site the following additional elements shall be provided: 
420.3.7.1.6.1 A laundry processing room(s), separated by walls from other elements of the laundry, with commercial-type laundry equipment for washing and drying. Walls separating the functions of washing and drying are not required. 
420.3.7.1.6.2 Storage for laundry supplies. 
420.3.7.1.6.3 Arrangement of the laundry processes shall generally provide for an orderly work flow from dirty to clean to minimize cross traffic that might mix clean and soiled operations. 
420.3.8 Housekeeping rooms/janitor's closets. 
420.3.8.1 Housekeeping rooms or janitor's closets shall be provided throughout the facility as required to maintain a clean and sanitary environment but not less than one housekeeping room/janitor's closet shall be provided for each floor. Each room shall contain a floor receptor or service sink and storage space for housekeeping equipment and supplies. 
420.3.9 Engineering service and equipment areas. 
420.3.9.1 Room(s) or separate building(s) for boilers, mechanical and electrical equipment shall be provided as required. 
420.3.9.2 Room(s) for the storage of building maintenance supplies and solvents, facility drawings, records and manuals shall be provided as required. 
420.3.9.3 A general maintenance area for repair and maintenance shall be provided as required. 
420.3.9.4 Yard equipment and supply storage room, if provided, shall be located so that equipment may be moved directly to the exterior. 
420.3.10 Details and finishes. 
420.3.10.1 Potential hazards such as sharp corners, loose laid rugs or carpets, shall not be permitted. 
420.3.10.2 Doors to all rooms containing bathtubs, showers, and water closets for resident use shall be equipped with privacy hardware that permits emergency access without keys. When such rooms have only one entrance or are small, the doors shall open outward and, if on the corridor, shall open into an alcove. 
420.3.10.3 All interior doors, except those that automatically close upon smoke detection, shall be side hinged swinging type. Interior corridor doors, except those to small closets not subject to occupancy, shall not swing into the corridor. 
420.3.10.4 Operable windows shall be equipped with insect screens. 
420.3.10.5 Thresholds and expansion joint covers shall be designed to facilitate use of wheelchairs and carts and to prevent tripping and shall provide a smooth and level transition from surface-to-surface. 
420.3.10.6 Grab bars, 1½ inches (38 mm) in diam, shall be installed in all resident showers, tubs, and baths and on both sides of all resident use toilets. Wall-mounted grab bars shall provide a 1½ inch (38 mm) clearance from walls and shall sustain a concentrated load of 250 pounds (113.4 kg). 
420.3.10.7 Handrails with a maximum diameter of 1½ inches (38 mm) shall be provided on both sides of all corridors normally used by residents. Mounting height shall be between 36 inches (914 mm) and 42 inches (1067 mm). A clearance of 1½ inches (38 mm) shall be provided between the handrail and the wall. Rail ends shall return to the wall. 
420.3.10.8 Each resident hand-washing facility shall have a mirror unless prohibited by the nursing program. Mirror placement shall allow for convenient use by both wheelchair occupants and ambulatory persons. Tops and bottoms may be at levels usable by individuals either sitting or standing. Additional mirrors may be provided for wheelchair occupants, or one separate full-length mirror located in the resident room may be provided to meet the needs of wheelchair occupants. 
420.3.10.9 Provisions for soap dispensing and hand drying shall be included at all hand washing facilities. Those in resident use areas shall be paper or cloth towels enclosed to protect against dust or soil and shall be single-unit dispensing. 
420.3.10.10 The minimum ceiling height throughout the facility shall be 8 feet (2.44 m) above the finished floor with the following exceptions: 
420.3.10.10.1 Steam boiler and hot water generator rooms shall have ceiling clearances of at least 2 feet 6 inches (0.76 m) above the main header and connecting pipe. 
420.3.10.10.2 Ceilings in corridors, storage rooms, resident room entrance vestibules and toilet rooms shall be at least 7 feet 6 inches (2.33 m). 
420.3.10.10.3 Ceilings in normally unoccupied spaces and alcoves may be reduced to 7 feet  (2.13 m). 
420.3.10.10.4 Ceilings in exit passageways shall be a minimum of 8 feet  (2.44 m) above the finished floor. 
420.3.10.11 Only recessed soap dishes shall be allowed in patient use tubs and showers. 
420.3.10.12 Towel bars shall be provided at each bathing facility. 
420.3.10.13 A minimum of one electric drinking fountain shall be provided per resident floor. 
420.3.10.14 Floor material shall be readily cleanable and appropriate for the location. If composition floor tiles are used, the interstices shall be tight. In residential care and sleeping areas, a base shall be provided at the floor line. Floors in areas used for food preparation and assembly shall be water resistant. Floor surfaces, including tile joints, shall be resistant to food acids. In all areas subject to frequent wet-cleaning methods, floor materials shall not be physically affected by germicidal cleaning solutions. Floors subject to traffic while wet, such as shower and bath areas, kitchens, and similar work areas, shall have a slip resistant surface and floor-to-base intersections shall be watertight. Carpet and padding in resident areas shall be stretched tight, in good repair and free of loose edges or wrinkles that might create hazards or interfere with the operation of wheelchairs, walkers or wheeled carts. 
420.3.10.15 Wall finishes shall be washable and, if near plumbing fixtures, shall be smooth and have a moisture-resistant finish. Finish, trim, walls, and floor constructions in dietary and food storage areas shall be free from rodent and insect harboring spaces. 
420.3.10.16 Basic wall construction in areas not subject to conditioned air shall be constructed of masonry, cement plaster or moisture-resistant gypsum wallboard. 
420.3.10.17 The finishes of all exposed ceilings and ceiling structures in the dietary facilities area shall be readily cleanable with routine housekeeping equipment. 
420.3.10.18 Toilet compartment partitions and urinal screens shall not be constructed of enameled steel.
420.3.10.19 All smoke partitions, horizontal exits and exit passageway partitions shall be constructed prior to the construction of intervening walls.
420.3.10.20 Smoke partitions shall be constructed so as to provide a continuous smoke-tight membrane from exterior wall to exterior wall and from the floor to the underside of the deck above. This includes interstitial space and the area above solid fire-tested membranes.
420.3.10.21 Where it is not possible to inspect fire/smoke partitions because of the fire-tested membrane, fire-rated access panels shall be installed adjacent to each side of the smoke partitions at intervals not exceeding 30 feet (9.00 m) and in such locations as necessary to view all surfaces of the partition. Fire walls, fire barriers, fire partitions, smoke barriers and smoke partitions or any other wall required to have protected openings shall be effectively and permanently identified with signs or stenciling. Such identification shall be above any decorative ceiling and in concealed spaces. Suggested wording for a fire/smoke partition is as follows: "FIRE AND SMOKE BARRIER - PROTECT ALL OPENINGS."
420.3.10.22 Where electrical conduits, cable trays, ducts and utility pipes pass through the smoke partition, the utilities shall be located so that access is maintained to adjacent wall surfaces and to all damper access panels. The details shall show the studs and reinforcing half studs so that proper support is provided for the wall surfacing material. There shall be a minimum clearance of 6 inches (152 mm) between all conduits, piping, and duct work at corridor walls to facilitate the inspection of these walls.
420.3.11 Elevators. (Where required).
420.3.11.1 All buildings having resident use areas on more than one floor shall have hospital-type electric or hydraulic elevator(s) that shall be in compliance with the requirements of Chapter 30 of this code and Chapter 69A-47, Florida Administrative Code, "Uniform Fire Safety Standards for Elevators."
420.3.11.2 In the absence of an engineered traffic study, the minimum number of elevators shall be as follows:
420.3.11.2.1 At least one elevator shall be installed where resident beds are located on any floor other than the main entrance floor.
420.3.11.2.2 When 60 to 200 resident beds are located on floors other than the main entrance floor, at least two elevators, one of which shall be of the hospital-type and capacity, shall be installed.
420.3.11.2.3 When 201 to 350 resident beds are located on floors other than main entrance floor, at least three elevators, two of which shall be of the hospital-type and capacity, shall be installed.
420.3.11.2.4 For facilities with more than 350 resident beds above the main entrance floor, the number of elevators shall be determined from a facility plan study and from the estimated vertical transportation requirements.
420.3.11.2.5 When the skilled nursing unit is part of a general hospital, elevators may be shared.
420.3.11.3 Cars of elevators shall have inside dimensions that accommodate a resident bed with attendants. Cars shall be at least 5 feet (1.52 m) wide by 7 feet 6 inches (2.29 m) deep. The car door shall have a clear opening of not less than 4 feet (1.22 m).
420.3.11.4 Elevator call buttons shall not be activated by heat or smoke. If employed, light beam door activators shall be used in combination with door-edge safety devices and shall be connected to a system of smoke detectors such that the light control feature will disengage or be overridden if it encounters smoke at any landing.
420.3.12 Water supply and sewage disposal.
420.3.12.1 An approved, accessible, adequate, safe and potable supply of water shall be provided. The water supply shall be accessible and available at all times for drinking, fire protection, culinary, bathing, cleaning and laundry purposes.
420.3.12.2 Hot water shall be supplied to all lavatory and sink plumbing fixtures available for use by residents and staff.
420.3.12.3 An approved, adequate and safe method of sewage collection, treatment and disposal shall be provided for each nursing home.
420.3.13 Ventilating and air-conditioning systems.
420.3.13.1 Mechanical equipment shall be defined as equipment utilized in air-conditioning, heating, ventilating systems and associated electrical, electronic and pneumatic components required for the mechanical equipment to provide the function intended by the application of the equipment. New and existing equipment replacements shall comply with these requirements.
420.3.13.2 Mechanical equipment shall be installed in a designated equipment room(s), or in a space(s) located in an attic(s).
420.3.13.3 If the unit serves only one room it may be located above the ceiling and shall be accessible through an access opening in accordance with this code. Access panels are not required for lay-in ceiling installations, provided the service functions are not obstructed by other above-ceiling construction, such as electrical conduits, piping, audio visual cabling and like equipment components or supports.
420.3.13.4 Ventilation shall be provided by mechanical means in all rooms in new facilities and in all renovated or remodeled rooms. The minimum air quantities and filtration efficiencies shall be met as set forth in Table 420.3.13.7 for those spaces that are listed.
420.3.13.5 For spaces listed in the minimum ventilated rate table, central station type air-handling equipment shall be used. Package terminal air-conditioning units or fan coils may be used to serve resident rooms and shall be provided with 20-percent filters minimum.
420.3.13.6 System designs utilizing fan coil or package terminal air-conditioning units shall have the outdoor air ventilation damper permanently closed. The ventilation requirement shall be satisfied by a central station type air handling unit provided with a 30-percent filter minimum or as required by the listed space served. Spaces designated for the exclusive use of physical plant personnel need not comply with this requirement.
420.3.13.7 Administrative and other staff-only areas shall be provided with outside air at the minimum rate of 20 cfm (9.43 L/s) per person, and the central system shall have a minimum of 30 percent ASHRAE dust spot efficiency filter. 

TABLE 420.3.13.7 NURSING HOME MINIMUM VENTILATION RATE8 
	ROOM NAME OR AREA FUNCTION 
	SPACE RELATIVE PRESSURE1 
	TOTAL AIR QUANTITIES2 
	OUTDOOR AIR QUANTITIES2 
	EXHAUST 100
PERCENT 
	FILTRATION EFFICIENCY
PERCENT3,4 

	Barber and Beauty 
	- 
	10 
	2.00 
	Yes 
	30 

	Clean Linen, Utility or Holding 
	OUT 
	4 
	2.00 
	No 
	30 

	Dining 
	- 
	4 
	2.00 
	No 
	30 

	Dishwashing 
	IN 
	10 
	- 
	Yes 
	30 

	Exam/Treatment 
	- 
	6 
	2.00 
	No 
	80 

	Food Prep/Kitchen5 
	- 
	20 
	7.00 
	No 
	30 

	Hydro or Physical Therapy 
	IN 
	4 
	2.00 
	No 
	30 

	Housekeeping/ Janitor's Closet 
	IN 
	10 
	- 
	Yes 
	30 

	Laundry/Drying (clean) 
	OUT 
	10 
	3.00 
	No 
	30 

	Laundry/Holding (dirty) 
	IN 
	10 
	- 
	Yes 
	30 

	Laundry/Wash 
	- 
	10 
	3.00 
	Yes 
	30 

	Maintenance6 
	IN 
	10 
	2.00 
	Yes 
	30 

	Medicine Preparation Room 
	OUT 
	4 
	2.00 
	No 
	80 

	Nourishment Station 
	- 
	4 
	2.00 
	No 
	30 

	Oxygen Storage7 
	IN 
	8 
	- 
	Yes 
	30 

	Recreation 
	- 
	4 
	2.00 
	No 
	30 

	Resident Corridor 
	- 
	2 
	1.00 
	No 
	30 

	Resident Room4 
	- 
	2 
	2.00 
	No 
	80 

	Soiled Linen, Utility or Holding 
	IN 
	10 
	- 
	Yes 
	30 

	Storage6 
	- 
	2 
	- 
	No 
	30 

	Toilets and Baths 
	IN 
	10 
	- 
	Yes 
	30 


 
	Notes:  

1. Design of the ventilation system shall provide air movement that is generally from clean to less clean areas. Air movement is in relationship to the adjacent room or area and is designated as OUT (positive), IN (negative) and - (neutral). If any form of variable-air-volume or load shedding system is used for energy conservation, it must not compromise the room pressure balancing relationships or the minimum air changes required by the table. 

2. Tabular numerical values are space volume (cubic feet or cubic ms) per hour. 

3. Filtration efficiency ratings are based on average dust spot efficiency per ASHRAE 52. 

4. Filter values apply to central station type air handling units. Where package terminal or fan coil air conditioning units are utilized, filter efficiency value may be 20 percent minimum. 

5. Includes kitchen hood air quantities. 

6. Buildings or spaces housing these functions may utilize package terminal or fan coil air conditioning units. 

7. Provide a dedicated, spark-resistant exhaust fan. 

8. Rooms or areas where specific ventilation rates are not given in the table shall be ventilated in accordance with the American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) 62, Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality and ASHRAE Handbook-HVAC Applications. OSHA standards and NIOSH criteria require special ventilation requirements for employee health and safety within nursing facilities. For multi-function room designations, the most stringent tabular requirement shall govern.


420.3.13.8 All outdoor air intakes shall be located a minimum of 3 feet (0.91 m) above surrounding surfaces and a minimum of 10 feet (3.05 m) horizontally from any exhaust air or plumbing vent.
420.3.13.9 All filters in systems in excess of 1000 cfm (28.32 m3/min) capacity shall be installed with differential pressure gauges. The filter gauge shall have the range of acceptable filter operation clearly and permanently indicated.
420.3.13.10 Filter housings for 80-percent efficiency filters shall be fully gasketed and sealed with mechanical latching devices capable of exerting and maintaining a continuous, uniform sealing pressure on the filter media when in the latched, closed position.
420.3.13.11 The transfer of air quantities through one space to an adjacent space is not permitted except that the transfer of air to maintain space relative pressure by the under cutting of doors is permitted. The maximum allowable air quantity for door undercuts shall be 75 cfm (35.38 L/s) for single door widths up to 44 inches (1117 mm).
420.3.13.12 Space relative pressure requirements shall be maintained throughout the entire system control range where variable volume systems are utilized.
420.3.13.13 Spaces having exhaust hoods shall have sufficient make-up supply air such that the required pressure relationship will not be affected by the operation of the hood.
420.3.13.14 All supply, return and exhaust ventilation fans shall operate continuously. Dietary hood, laundry area, administrative areas that are separated from all resident areas and support areas and maintenance area supply and exhaust fans shall be exempted from continuous operation.
420.3.13.15 Cooling coil condensate shall be piped to a roof drain, floor drain or other approved location.
420.3.13.16 Carbon monoxide detector. See Section 913.1.
 
420.3.14 Exhaust.
420.3.14.1 Exhaust fans and other fans operating in conjunction with a negative duct system pressure shall be located at the discharge end of the system. Fans located immediately within the building located at the end of all exhaust ducts shall be permitted. Existing, nonconforming systems need not be brought into compliance when equipment is replaced due to equipment failure.
420.3.14.2 Exhaust hoods in food preparation areas shall be listed or certified by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL).
420.3.15 Ducts.
420.3.15.1 All new facility construction shall have totally ducted supply, return, exhaust and outside air systems including areas of all occupancy classifications.
420.3.15.2 In new construction, duct system risers penetrating more than one floor shall be installed in vertical fire-rated shafts. Horizontal offsets of the risers shall not be allowed. Fire/smoke dampers shall be installed at duct penetrations of the chase. Existing nonconforming systems shall be brought into compliance when remodel or renovation work is proposed.
420.3.16 Fan and damper control during fire alarm.
420.3.16.1 During a fire alarm, fan systems and fan equipment serving more than one room shall be stopped to prevent the movement of smoke by mechanical means from the zone in alarm to adjacent smoke zones.
420.3.16.2 Air-handling and fan coil units serving exit access corridors for the zone in alarm shall shut down upon fire alarm.
420.3.16.3 Smoke or fire/smoke dampers shall close upon fire alarm and upon manual shutdown of the associated supply, return or exhaust fan.
420.3.17 Plumbing.
420.3.17.1 All plumbing fixtures provided in spaces shall conform to the requirements of Table 420.3.17.2 of plumbing fixtures and minimum trim.
420.3.17.2 The temperature of hot water supplied to resident and staff use lavatories, showers and bath shall be between 105°F (41°C) and 115°F (46°C) at the discharge end of the fixture. 

TABLE 420.3.17.2 PLUMBING FIXTURES AND MINIMUM TRIM 
	ROOM/FUNCTION 
	FIXTURE, FITTING, AND TRIM 

	Barber and Beauty 
	G-6 

	Bed Pan Sanitizer 
	K-7 

	Clean Utility Room 
	C-2 

	Corridor per nursing unit 
	I-5 

	Eye Wash Station(s) 
	L-5 

	Exam/Treatment Room 
	A-2 

	Housekeeping/Janitor's Closet 
	E-6 

	Laundry 
	A-1; H-1 

	Medication Preparation Room 
	C-2 

	Nourishment Room 
	C-2 

	Resident Baths 
	J-1 

	Resident bedrooms with three or more beds 
	A-1 

	Resident Room Bath 
	A-1; B-4; J-1 

	Resident Toilet Rooms 
	A-1; B-4 

	Soiled Utility Room(s) 
	D-2; F-3 AND 4; K-5 

	Therapy Areas 
	A-2 

	Toilet Rooms, public and staff 
	A-1; B-5 

	FIXTURE LEGEND 

	A. Lavatory  
B. Water Closet  
C. Sink, Single Compartment  
D. Sink, Double Compartment  
E. Sink or Receptor, Janitor  
F. Sink, Clinical Service and Rinsing Device 
	G. Sink, Shampoo  
H. Sink, Laundry  
I.   Electric Drinking Fountain  
J.   Bathing Facilities or Shower (Note 1)  
K. Sanitizer w/ rinse water at 140°F (60°C) or chemical rinse. If required by the functional program in The Guidelines. 
L. Eye Wash Fixtures 

	FIXTURE LEGEND 

	1.  Hot and cold supplies.  
2.  Hot and cold supplies with wrist blades from 31/2inches (89 mm) to 41/2inches (114 mm) in length or foot or knee control and a gooseneck spout with discharge a minimum of 5 inches (127 mm) above the fixture rim.  
3.  Hot and cold supplies with elbow blades a minimum of 6 inches (152 mm) long or foot or knee control. 
4.  Bedpan rinsing attachment, cold water only.  
5.  Cold supply.  
6.  Hot and cold supplies with hose connection and backflow preventer.  
7.  Hot water supply. 


 
	NOTES:  

1.  Mixing valves used in shower applications shall be of the balanced-pressure type design. 

2.  If  eye wash stations are provided, they shall be installed in accordance with American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Z358.1 for Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment.


420.3.17.3 Wall-mounted water closets, lavatories, drinking fountains and hand-washing facilities shall be attached to floor-mounted carriers and shall withstand an applied vertical load of a minimum of 250 pounds (113.39 kg) to the front of the fixture.
420.3.17.4 Grease interceptors shall be located outside of the building.
420.3.17.5 Provide deep seal traps for floor drains in resident showers.
420.3.17.6 Food preparation sinks, pot washing, dishwashers, janitor sinks, floor drains, and cart and can wash drains shall run through the grease trap. Garbage disposers shall not run through the grease trap.
420.3.17.7 Ice machines, rinse sinks, dishwashers, and beverage dispenser drip receptacles shall be indirectly wasted. 
420.3.17.8 Each water service main, branch main, riser and branch to a group of fixtures shall have valves. Stop valves shall be provided for each fixture. Panels for valve access shall be provided at all valves. 
420.3.17.9 Backflow preventers (vacuum breakers) shall be installed on bedpan-rinsing attachments, hose bibs and supply nozzles used for connection of hoses or tubing in housekeeping sinks and similar applications. 
420.3.17.10 A backflow preventer shall be installed on the facility main water source(s). 
420.3.17.11 All piping, except control-line tubing, shall be identified. All valves shall be tagged, and a valve schedule shall be provided to the facility owner for permanent record and reference. 
420.3.18. Medical gas and vacuum systems. 
420.3.18.1 Provide a medical gas and vacuum system in conformance with the requirements for a Nursing Home as described in NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities. 
420.3.18.2 Provide a dedicated area for the location of the oxygen system emergency supply source with an impervious, noncombustible, nonpetroleum-based surface located adjacent to the emergency low pressure gaseous oxygen inlet connection. Provision shall be made for securing the vessel to protect it from accidental damage. 
420.3.19 Fire pump. (Where required). 
420.3.19.1 Fire pumps and ancillary equipment shall be separated from other functions by construction having a 2-hour fire-resistance rating. 
420.3.19.2 The fire pump normal service disconnect shall be rated to hold locked rotor current. If the approved normal service disconnect is located on the exterior, it shall be supervised by connection to the fire pump remote annunciator and shall provide a separate fire alarm system trouble indication. 
420.3.19.3 When the fire pump is placed on the emergency system in addition to the normal supply, the emergency feeder protective device shall be sized in accordance with maximum rating or settings of Chapter 27 of the Florida Building Code, Building. 
420.3.19.4 The fire pump transfer switch may be either manual or automatic. If located on the line side of the controller as a separate unit, the switch must be rated for the pump motor locked rotor current indefinitely and must be located in the pump room. 
420.3.19.5 Combination fire pump controller and transfer switch units listed by the Underwriter's Laboratories, Inc., as prescribed by Chapter 27 of the Florida Building Code, Building are acceptable when the transfer switch has exposable and replaceable contacts, not circuit breaker types, rated for the available short-circuit current. 
420.3.19.6 The fire pump shall be installed in a readily accessible location. When it is located on the grade level floor, there shall be direct access from the exterior. 
420.3.20 Electrical requirements. 
420.3.20.1 All material, including equipment, conductors, controls, and signaling devices, shall be installed to provide a complete electrical system with the necessary characteristics and capacity to supply the electrical facility requirements as shown in the specifications and as indicated on the plans. All materials and equipment shall be listed as complying with applicable standards of Underwriter's Laboratories, Inc., or other nationally recognized testing facilities. Field labeling of equipment and materials will be permitted only when provided by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) that has been certified by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) for that referenced standard. 
420.3.20.2 For purposes of this section, a resident room, a resident therapy area or an examination room shall be considered a "patient care area" as described in NFPA 99 Health Care Facilities, and Chapter 27, Electrical Systems, of this code. 
420.3.20.3 Panels located in spaces subject to storage shall have the clear working space per Chapter 27, Electrical Systems, of this code, permanently marked "ELECTRICAL-NOT FOR STORAGE" with a line outlining the required clear working space on the floor and wall. 
420.3.20.4 Panels and electrical equipment, other than branch circuit devices serving the corridor, shall not be located in egress corridors in new construction. 
420.3.21 Lighting. 
420.3.21.1 All spaces occupied by people, machinery and equipment within buildings, approaches to buildings and parking lots shall have electric lighting. 
420.3.21.2 Resident bedrooms shall have general lighting and separate fixed night lighting. The night-light shall have a switch at the entrance to each resident's room. A reading light shall be provided for each resident. Resident reading lights and other fixed lights not switched at the door shall have switch controls convenient for use at the luminary. Wall-mounted switches for control of lighting in resident areas shall be of quiet operating type. 
420.3.22 Receptacles. 
420.3.22.1 Provide one general purpose duplex receptacle on another wall to serve each resident and one additional duplex receptacle at the head of the bed if a motorized bed is provided. 
420.3.22.2 Duplex receptacles for general use shall be installed in all general purpose corridors, approximately 50 feet (15.24 m) apart and within 25 feet (7.62 m) of corridor ends. 
420.3.23 Fire alarm systems. 
420.3.23.1 A fire alarm annunciator panel shall be provided at a single designated 24-hour monitored location. The panel shall indicate audibly and visually, the zone of actuation of the alarm and system trouble. As a minimum, devices located in each smoke compartment shall be interconnected as a separate fire alarm zone. Annunciator wiring shall be supervised. Annunciator shall clearly indicate the zone location of the alarm. Provide an adjacent zone location map to quickly locate alarm condition. 
420.3.24 Nurse call systems. 
420.3.24.1 A nurse call system shall be provided that will register a call from each resident bed to the related staff work area(s) by activating a visual signal at the resident room door and activating a visual and audible signal in the clean utility, soiled utility, nourishment station, medication prep and the master station of the nursing unit or subnursing unit. Audible signals may be temporarily silenced, provided subsequent calls automatically reactive the audible signal. In rooms containing two or more calling stations, indicating lights shall be provided for each calling station. In multicorridor nursing units, corridor zone lights shall be installed at corridor intersections in the vicinity of staff work areas. 
420.3.24.2 An emergency calling station of the pull cord type shall be provided and shall be conveniently located for resident use at each resident toilet, bath or shower room but not inside of the shower. The call signal shall be the highest priority and shall be cancelled only at the emergency calling station. The emergency station shall activate distinctive audible and visual signals immediately. 
420.3.24.3 The nurse call master station shall not block incoming resident calls. The master station control settings shall not prevent the activation of the incoming audible and visual signals. 
420.3.24.4 In multiresident rooms, activation of an emergency call shall not cancel a normal call from the same room. 
420.3.24.5 A corridor dome light shall be located directly outside of any resident care area that is equipped with a nurse call system. 
420.3.25 Emergency electrical system. 
420.3.25.1 A Type 1 essential electrical system shall be provided in all nursing homes as described in NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities. The emergency power for this system shall meet the requirements of a Level 1, Type 10, Class 48 generator as described in NFPA 110, Emergency Standby Power Systems. 
420.3.25.2 In new construction, the normal main service equipment shall be separated from the emergency distribution equipment by locating it in a separate room. Transfer switches shall be considered emergency distribution equipment for this purpose. 
420.3.25.3 Switches for critical branch lighting shall be completely separate from normal switching. The devices or cover plates shall be of a distinctive color. Critical branch switches may be adjacent to normal switches. Switches for life safety lighting are not permitted except as required for dusk-to-dawn automatic control of exterior lighting fixtures. 
420.3.25.4 There shall be selected life safety lighting provided at a minimum of 1 footcandle (10 lux) and designed for automatic dusk-to-dawn operation along the travel paths from the exits to the public way or to safe areas located a minimum of 30 feet (9.14 m) from the building. 
420.3.25.5 A minimum of one elevator per bank serving any patient use floor shall be connected to the equipment branch of the essential electric system and arranged for manual or automatic operation during loss of normal power. Elevator cab lighting, controls, and communication and signal systems shall be connected to the life safety branch. 
420.3.25.6 If a day tank is provided, it shall be equipped with a dedicated low level fuel alarm and a manual pump. The alarm shall be located at the generator derangement panel. 
420.3.25.7 Transfer switch contacts shall be of the open type and shall be accessible for inspection and replacement. 
420.3.25.8 If required by the facility's emergency food plan, there shall be power connected to the equipment branch of the essential electrical system for kitchen refrigerators, freezers and range hood exhaust fans. Selected lighting within the kitchen and dry storage areas shall be connected to the critical branch of the essential electrical system. 
420.3.26 Lightning protection. 
420.3.26.1 A lightning protection system shall be provided for all new buildings and additions in accordance with NFPA 780, Installation of Lightning Protection Systems. 
420.3.26.2 Where additions are constructed to existing buildings, the existing building's lightning protection system, if connected to the new lightning protection system, shall be inspected and brought into compliance with current standards. 
420.3.26.3 There shall be surge protection for all normal and emergency electrical services. 
420.3.26.4 Additional surge protection shall be provided for all low-voltage and power connections to all electronic equipment in critical care areas and life safety systems and equipment such as fire alarm, nurse call and other critical systems. Protection shall be in accordance with appropriate IEEE Standards for the type of equipment protected. 
[image: image1] 420.3.26.5 All low voltage system main or branch circuits entering or exiting the structure shall have surge suppressors installed for each pair of conductors and shall have visual indication for protector failure to the maximum extent feasible. 
 

420.1 Scope. All newly licensed or newly constructed nursing homes and all additions, alterations or renovations to an existing licensed nursing home shall comply with all applicable requirements of this code and the minimum standards of design, construction and specified minimum essential utilities and facilities of this Section and shall have plans reviewed and construction surveyed by the state agency authorized to do so by Chapter 553.80 (1)(c), Florida Statutes to assure compliance with all applicable requirements of this code. 
 

 420.1.1 A change of ownership of an existing licensed nursing home shall not require compliance with this Section. 
 

420.1.2 A facility licensed as a nursing home that only admits children 0 years through 20 years of age shall meet these minimum standards as they are required by the functional program of the facility. This functional program shall be developed in accordance with the requirements of the Guidelines as referenced in section 420.2.2 of this code.
 

420.1.3 The Florida Building Code, Existing Buildings, Section 101.2 Scope exempts state licensed nursing homes from compliance with that code. Any repair, alteration, change of occupancy, addition and relocation of an existing state licensed nursing home shall comply with the applicable requirements of this code and this Section. 
 

420.1.4 For project submission and fee requirements, codes and standards for existing facilities, and other administrative, licensure, and programmatic provisions for nursing homes, see Agency for Health Care Administration [AHCA] Chapter 59A-4, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.) and Chapter 400 Part II, Florida Statutes.
 

420.1.5 For state licensure purposes, these codes and standards shall be applicable to the project on the effective date of this code at the time of preliminary plan approval by the Agency for Health Care Administration (the Agency) or at the first construction document review if there has been no previous preliminary plan approval for that project.
 

420.2 Additional codes and standards for the design and construction of nursing homes. In addition to the minimum design and construction standards required by Section 420 of this code, Chapter 59A-4, Minimum Standards for Nursing Homes, Florida Administrative Code or by Chapter 400 Part II, Florida Statutes, the following codes and standards shall also be met on the effective date of this code as described in Section 420.1.5 of this code:
 

 

420.2.1 The fire codes described in Chapter 69A-53, Uniform Fire Safety Standards for Hospitals and Nursing Homes, Florida Administrative Code. 
 

420.2.2 The Guidelines for Design and Construction of Health Care Facilities (the Guidelines), Part 1 General and Part 6 Ventilation of Health Care Facilities as referenced in Chapter 35 of this code.
 
420.3 Additional physical plant requirements for nursing homes. In addition to the codes and standards referenced in Section 420.2 of the this code, the following minimum standards of construction and specified minimum essential facilities, shall apply to all new nursing homes and all additions, alterations or renovations to an existing licensed nursing home, as described in Section 420.1 of this code and listed in Section 420.3 of the this code:(A4)
420.3.1 Alternate design models. Because nursing homes may provide care utilizing two basic organizational models, two alternate design models are permitted to meet some of specific physical plant requirements of this Section. These alternate design models, the institutional design model and the household design model for person centered care, are described in Sections 420.3.2.1 and 420.3.2.2 of this code and are further defined by the physical plant requirements for each model as described in the applicable paragraphs of Section 420.3 of this code.
 

420.3.1.1 Either one or both of these design models may be used in the design of the nursing home as described by the functional program of the facility. 
 

420.3.1.2 An institutional design model may utilize specific physical plant requirements of a household design model without being required to incorporate all of the household design elements. 
 
420.3.1.3 Where no alternate design model is permitted, all nursing homes shall meet the described requirement. 
 

420.3.2 Resident unit. Each resident unit shall consist of the resident rooms and support areas, and shall be arranged to avoid unnecessary and unrelated travel through the unit. It shall be designed to meet the organizational patterns of staffing, functional operations, and care programs as described in the functional program of the facility. Based on these aspects of the functional program, the resident unit may be designed to meet one of the following models: 
 

420.3.2.1 Institutional design model. This model is based on an institutionalized medical program similar in arrangement to that found in some hospitals. If this model is utilized for the design of the resident unit, it shall consist of the resident rooms, nurse station(s), and resident support areas and services as described in section 420.3.4.1 Dining, activity, and social areas may be centralized and located away from the resident unit.
 

420.3.2.1.1 Each resident unit shall be limited to a maximum of 60 beds. 
 

420.3.2.1.2 Travel distance from the entrance to a nurses' station, and from a clean utility and a soiled utility room(s) or function(s) to the middle of the entrance door of the farthest resident room served shall be a maximum of 150 feet (45.72 m). 
 

420.3.2.2 Household design model for person centered care. This model is based on a home like environment similar in arrangement to that found in a typical home. If this model is utilized for the design of the resident unit, it shall consist of the resident rooms and resident support areas and services as described in section 420.3.4.2. Dining, activity, and social areas shall be decentralized and included within the resident household. 
 

420.3.2.2.1 Each resident household (unit) shall be limited to a maximum of 20 residents.
 

420.3.2.2.2 Two individual resident households (units) may be grouped into a distinct neighborhood with a maximum of 40 residents. This neighborhood, composed of the two resident households, may share the required resident support areas and services as described in Sections 420.3.4.2 of this code.
 

420.3.2.2.3 If an access corridor is utilized as part of this design, it shall be designed to include an open resident sitting and resting area(s) located along the corridor at least every 100 feet (30.48 m) of corridor length.
 

420.3.3 Resident rooms. Each resident room shall meet the following minimum standards: 
 

420.3.3.1 In new construction and additions, the maximum room capacity of each resident room shall be two persons.
 

420.3.3.2 Nursing homes designed to serve only for children 0 through 20 years of age may have a maximum room capacity of four persons. 
 

420.3.3.3 Where renovation work of an existing resident room alters the physical configuration of the room and the present capacity of the room is more than two persons, the maximum room capacity shall be no more than two persons at the conclusion of the renovation.
 

420.3.3.4 Each resident room shall have a minimum of 100 square feet (9.29 m2) of clear floor area per bed in a double occupancy resident room and 120 square feet (11.15 m2) of clear floor area in a single occupancy resident room, exclusive of the space consumed by the toilet room, closet(s), wardrobe(s), lavatory (ies), alcove(s), and either the space for the door swing(s) into the room or the space for entrance vestibule, whichever is greater. For the purpose of determining the minimum clear floor area, the entrance vestibule is defined as that floor area located between the room entrance door and the room floor area containing the resident bed(s). 
 

420.3.3.5 Where renovation work is undertaken that alters the room configuration, every effort shall be made to meet these minimum space standards. When this is not possible due to existing physical conditions or constraints, and with the approval of the Agency, a resident room shall have no less than 80 square feet (7.43 m2) of clear floor area per bed in a double occupancy resident room and 100 square feet (9.29 m2) of clear floor area in a single occupancy resident room. Clear floor area is as described in section 420.3.3.4.
 

420.3.3.6 For planning purposes, a full-size bed is assumed to be 3 feet 6 inches (1.07 m) wide by 8 feet (2.43 m) long. 
 
420.3.3.7 A 3 feet (0.91 m) wide clear access space to each bed shall be provided along at least 75 percent of the length of one side of the bed and shall be designed to allow access for the use of a wheelchair and other portable equipment. 
 

420.3.3.8 For a bed equipped with a piped in medical gas headwall unit, there shall be a minimum of 3 feet clearance (0.91 m) along the entire length of the bed between both sides and foot of the bed and any other bed, wall or any other fixed obstruction. 
 

420.3.3.9 The dimensions and arrangement of each resident room shall be such that at least two bed locations are designed to accommodate resident personal choice. All such alternate bed locations shall meet the clearance requirements of section 420.3.3.7 and shall be designed so the bed will not obstruct access to the supporting utilities serving the bed including the nurse call station, individual reading lamp or fixture, and the required electrical outlets that provide service for the bed or other equipment. In a double occupancy resident room, only one bed must meet this requirement and any bed equipped with a piped in medical gas headwall unit shall meet Section 420.3.3.8 and is exempt from this requirement.   
 

420.3.3.10 The configuration of each resident room shall be designed to meet one of the following models:
 

420.3.3.10.1 Institutional design model. If a double occupancy resident room is designed where the beds are located side by side, there shall be a minimum clearance of 3 feet (0.91 m) between both sides of each bed and any wall or any other fixed furniture, fixed obstruction or adjacent bed for at least 75% of the length of the bed, and a clearance of 3 feet 8 inches (1.11 m) to any fixed furniture, fixed obstruction, or adjacent bed at the foot of each bed to permit the passage of equipment or beds. 
 

420.3.3.10.1.1 At a minimum visual privacy shall be provided for each person by the installation of flame-retardant cubicle curtains or equivalent built-in devices. 
 

420.3.3.10.1.2 The design for privacy shall not restrict resident access at any time to the room entrance, resident armchair, toilet or bathroom, wardrobe, or closet. 
 

 

420.3.3.10.2 Household design model for person centered care: Individual resident sleeping areas in a double occupancy resident room shall be separated from each other by a full height wall or a permanently installed sliding or folding door or partition that provides visual privacy for each person. 
 

420.3.3.10.2.1 Either doors or cubicle curtains to these individual resident sleeping areas shall be provided.
 
420.3.3.10.2.2 The design for privacy shall not restrict resident access at any time to the room entrance, resident armchair, toilet room, bathroom, window, wardrobe, or closet. 
 

 

420.3.3.11 Each resident room shall be provided with a bedside table or equivalent furniture, a reading lamp, a well constructed appropriate bed, and a non-folding type armchair for each individual resident. As determined by the functional program of the facility, there shall be a number of over-bed tables available to bed restricted residents. 
 

420.3.3.12 Each new resident room, and each individual resident sleeping area as described in 420.3.3.10.2, shall have an exterior window(s) to the outside that is physically accessible to each resident at all times and visible from the resident’s bed except when a cubicle curtain is closed. The window shall be sized with a clear opening of 8 percent of the gross square footage of the resident sleeping room or individual resident sleeping area as described in section 420.3.3.10.2. The clear opening of the window width and height shall have a minimum of 20 feet (6.10 m) unobstructed vista to any permanent structure, or equipment, and 15 feet (4.57 m) unobstructed vista to any vehicular driveway measured perpendicularly from the plane of the window.    
 

420.3.3.13 A hand-washing facility complete with mixing faucet shall be provided within each resident toilet room and within each resident room that shares a toilet room with another resident room. Separate resident sleeping areas as described in Section 420.3.3.10.2 do not constitute a separate resident room.
 

420.3.3.14 Each resident shall have access to a toilet room without having to enter the general corridor area or another resident bed area in a double occupancy resident room. One toilet room shall serve no more than two residents and no more than two resident rooms. If required by the functional program of the facility, a plumbing connection for a bedpan-rinsing device shall be provided at the resident toilet within each resident toilet room. 
 

420.3.3.15 The door to the toilet room shall be side hinged, and either swing out from the toilet room or be equipped with emergency release hardware. A sliding door equipped with sliding door hardware located on the resident room side of the wall and not equipped with a bottom door track shall be permitted. Unless otherwise required by this code, the door shall be at least 32 inches (813 mm) in clear width opening. The toilet room door that swings open into the resident room shall not impede the swing of any other door that opens into the resident room. 
 

420.3.3.16 Each resident room shall be provided with a wardrobe or closet for each resident. Each wardrobe or closet shall have minimum inside dimensions of 1 foot 10 inches (0.55 m) in depth by 2 feet 6 inches (0.5 8 m) in width. Each wardrobe or closet shall be accessible to the resident at all times and shall have an adjustable shelf(s) and an adjustable clothes rod that is adjustable in a maximum of 4 inches (10.16 cm) increments from 4 feet (1.22 m) to 5 feet 8 inches (1.73 m) above finished floor or higher as wardrobe or closet size permits. When the wardrobe or closet is designed to meet the requirements for accessibility per Chapter 11 of this code, it shall include additional accessible storage area(s) for full-length garments. The shelf may be omitted if the clothing unit provides at least two drawers. Locked storage for a resident’s personal items shall be provided within the resident sleeping room if required by the functional program. 
 

420.3.4 Resident support areas and services. The size and features of each resident support area will depend upon the number and type of residents served. The resident support areas shall be located inside of or readily accessible to each resident unit. The support areas and services shall be designed in accordance one of the following design models. 
 

420.3.4.1 Institutional design model:
 

420.3.4.1.1 Staff work area(s) (nurse station). A central and/or decentralized staff work area(s) shall be provided. Where a centralized staff work model is utilized it shall have space for supervisory administrative work activities, charting, and storage. The minimum area required shall be equal to 2 square feet (0.19 m2) for each resident bed served. Where a decentralized staff work model is utilized it shall provide for charting or transmitting charted data and for any storage of administrative activities. 
 

420.3.4.1.2 A clean utility or clean holding room for storage and distribution of clean supply materials shall be provided. If the room is used for preparing resident care items, it shall contain a work counter, a hand-washing facility, and storage facilities for clean and sterile supplies. If the room is used only for storage and holding as a part of a system for distribution of clean and sterile supply materials, the work counter and hand-washing facility requirements may be omitted. The minimum size of the room shall be 60 square feet (5.57 m2). 
 

420.3.4.1.3 A clean linen storage room, closet or area shall be provided. This area may be located within the clean utility or clean holding room. It shall be large enough to accommodate the storage of linen carts. If in compliance with the Florida Fire Prevention Code a closed-cart system may be used and stored in an alcove open to the corridor
 

420.3.4.1.4 A soiled utility or soiled holding room(s) shall be provided. The soiled utility function shall be comprised of a flushing rim clinical service sink or deep bowl utility fixture with bedpan rinsing device, a double compartment sink, soiled linen receptacles, waste receptacles and a work counter with a usable minimum work surface area of 6 square feet (0.56 m2). The total minimum size of the function shall be 80 square feet (7.43 m2) and may be allocated among several soiled utility or soiled holding rooms. Rooms used only for the holding of soiled materials need contain only a hand washing facility. 
 
420.3.4.1.5 Medication storage and distribution. A medicine preparation room or a self-contained medicine dispensing unit shall be provided for the provision of medication storage and distribution. 
 

420.3.4.1.5.1 If a medicine preparation room is utilized, it shall be equipped with a lockable door, have a minimum area of 50 square feet (4.55 m2) and shall contain a refrigerator, locked storage for controlled drugs, a hand washing facility, and a work counter with a minimum of 6 square feet (0.56 m2) of work surface. 
 

420.3.4.1.5.2 If a self-contained medicine dispensing unit is utilized, it shall be under the visual control of the staff and may be located at the nurses' station, in the clean utility room, in an alcove, or in other spaces convenient for staff control provided the area occupied by the unit does not encroach upon required minimum areas. The dispensing unit may be used in a medicine preparation room as locked storage for controlled drugs within the minimum area of 50 square feet (4.55 m2); however, the standard "cup sinks" provided in many self-contained units shall not be a substitute for the required hand-washing facility. 
 

420.3.4.1.5.3 If there is no linen storage in the clean utility room, medicine preparation may be part of the clean utility room in which case an additional 20 square feet (1.8 m2) dedicated for this purpose shall be required. A refrigerator shall also be required if medicine preparation is included in this room. 
 

420.3.4.1.6 A nourishment room for serving nourishments between meals shall be provided that shall contain a work counter, refrigerator, storage cabinets, and sink.
 

420.3.4.1.6.1 Ice for residents' consumption shall be provided by an icemaker unit that may serve more than one nourishment station if the nourishment stations are in close proximity to each other. Where the icemaker unit is accessible to residents or the public, it shall be a self-dispensing type. 
 

420.3.4.1.6.2 The nourishment room shall include space for trays and dishes used for nonscheduled meal service. Hand-washing facilities shall be in or immediately accessible from the nourishment room. 
 

420.3.4.2 Household design model for person centered care: 
 

420.3.4.2.1 The functions of administrative work, charting and storage may be located among several separate direct care staff work areas located within the resident household. The administrative work area(s) shall be designed and located so it is not visually or physically separated from the normal use areas of residents and family members. 
 

420.3.4.2.2 A clean utility or clean holding room as described in section 420.3.4.1.2 shall be provided but may be sized in accordance with the functional program and allocated among several rooms or closets within the resident household.
 

420.3.4.2.3 A clean linen storage room, closet or area shall be provided in accordance with section 420.3.4.1.3 and shall be located within the resident household.
 

420.3.4.2.4 A soiled utility or soiled holding room as described in section 420.3.4.1.4 shall be provided but may be sized in accordance with the functional program and allocated among several rooms or closets within the resident household.
 

420.3.4.2.5 A medicine preparation room or a self-contained medicine dispensing unit as described in section 420.3.4.1.5 shall be provided. Non-controlled prescription drugs may be stored inside the resident’s sleeping room, area, or toilet room if they are secured inside of an automatic closing and automatic locking dispensing unit that is secured in place. 
 

420.3.4.2.5 A nourishment room as described in section 420.3.4.1.6 shall be provided but resident dietary facilities as described in section 420.3.8.1.13 may substitute for this function.
 
420.3.4.3The following resident support areas, utilities, or services shall be provided in all nursing homes. Unless specifically required, these support areas may be either within the nursing unit, adjacent to the nursing unit or on the same floor as the nursing unit.
 
420.3.4.3.1 An equipment storage room(s) shall be provided for storage of nursing unit equipment. The minimum area required shall be equal to 2 square feet (.19 m2) for each resident, with no room being less than 20 square feet (1.86 m2) in area. 
 

420.3.4.3.2 A housekeeping room(s) shall be provided for storage and use of housekeeping supplies and equipment. 
 

420.3.4.3.3 If required by the functional program of the facility, a hot water or chemical type sanitizer shall be provided per facility.
 

420.3.4.3.4 Storage alcove space for a wheelchair(s) shall be provided in an area located out of the required means of exit egress.
 

420.3.4.3.5 Resident bathing facilities.
 

420.3.4.3.5.1 A centralized resident bathing room(s) shall be provided with a minimum of one bathtub, hydro tub, or shower for every 20 residents or fraction thereof not otherwise served by bath or shower facilities connected directly to the resident rooms
 

420.3.4.3.5.2 A separate private toilet room shall be provided that is directly accessible to each central bathing area with multiple bathing fixtures without requiring entry into the general corridor. This toilet may also serve as a toilet training facility.
 

420.3.4.3.5.3 All showers located in bathing rooms connected directly to the resident rooms shall be designed so that a shower chair can be easily rolled in and out of the shower area
 

420.3.4.3.5.4 If the Institutional design model is utilized, in addition to bathing facilities connected to the resident rooms, residents shall have access to at least one bathing room per floor or unit sized to permit assisted bathing in a tub or shower. The bathtub in this room shall be accessible to residents in wheelchairs and if a shower is used it shall be large enough to accommodate a person in a recumbent position. Other tubs or showers located within the bathing room shall be located inside of individual rooms or curtained enclosures with space for private use of the bathing fixture, for drying and dressing and access to a grooming location containing a sink, mirror and counter or shelf.
 

420.3.4.3.5.5 If the household design model for person centered care is utilized, in addition to the bathing facilities connected to the resident rooms, residents within each household shall have access to at least one bathing room located in or directly adjacent to the household and sized to permit assisted bathing in a tub or shower. This bathing room may be shared between two households if it is located so that it is directly adjacent to each household. The bathtub in this room shall be accessible to residents in wheelchairs and if a shower is used it shall be large enough to accommodate a person in a recumbent position. Other tubs or showers located within the bathing room shall be located inside of individual rooms or curtained enclosures with space for private use of the bathing fixture, for drying and dressing and access to a grooming location containing a sink, mirror and counter or shelf. 
 

420.3.5 Resident living, social, and treatment areas. 
 

420.3.5.1 Dining, lounges, recreation areas, and social areas for residents shall be provided. The total area of these spaces shall be a minimum of 35 square feet (3.25 m2) per bed with a minimum total area of 225 square feet (20.90 m2). At least 20 square feet (1.86 m2) per resident shall be available for dining. Additional space may be required for resident day care programs. Storage for supplies and equipment shall be provided in the recreation area. 
 

420.3.5.1.1 If the institutional design model is utilized, these areas may be grouped together and centrally located.
 

420.3.5.1.2 If a household design model for person centered care is utilized, these areas shall be decentralized and provided within each resident household or can be shared between a maximum of two households.
 

420.3.5.1.3 Storage for supplies, resident needs, and recreation shall be provided. This area shall be on site but not necessarily in the same building as the resident rooms, provided access is convenient. The minimum required area shall be 5 square feet (0.46 m2) per bed up to 600 square feet (55.74 m2). 
 

420.3.5.2 Outdoor area(s) shall be provided for the use of all residents and shall include walking paths of durable materials, benches, shaded areas, and visual focusing element(s) such as landscaping, sculpture, or fountain(s). Security fencing if used shall be of a residential design and provide some visual connection to the exterior of the secured area. If an exterior visual connection is not possible or desirable than the interior of the outside area shall be landscaped to be visually interesting.
 

420.3.5.3 If required by the functional program of the facility, physical, speech, and occupational therapy units shall be provided and contain the following. 
 

420.3.5.3.1 Space for files, records and administrative activities. 
 

420.3.5.3.2 Provisions for storage of wheelchairs. 
 

420.3.5.3.3 Storage for supplies and equipment. 
 

420.3.5.3.4 Hand-washing facilities within the therapy unit. 
 

420.3.5.3.5 Space and equipment for carrying out each of the types of therapy that the facility will provide. 
 

420.3.5.3.6 Provisions for resident privacy. 
 

420.3.5.3.7 Housekeeping rooms, in or near the unit. 
 

420.3.5.3.8 Resident toilet room(s) usable by wheelchair residents. 
 

420.3.5.4 A barber/beauty room shall be provided with facilities and equipment for resident hair care and grooming. The area of the room shall be a minimum of 120 square feet (11.15 m2) with the least dimension of 10 feet (3.05 m). 
 

420.3.6 Staff support areas.  

 

420.3.6.1 If required by the functional program of the facility, a staff lounge area(s) shall be provided. It may be shared by multiple resident units if the lounge is located so it is accessible without requiring the user to enter into or through any other resident unit. 
 

420.3.6.2 A staff toilet room with hand-washing facilities shall be provided conveniently located to each resident unit. 
 

420.3.6.3 Lockable closets, drawers or compartments shall be provided on the resident unit for staff and may be located in the lounge for safekeeping of staff personal effects.
 
420.3.6.4 A conference or consultation room for resident and family use shall be provided and may be shared between resident units.
 

420.3.7 Administrative and public area. Each administrative and public area shall meet the following standards:
 

420.3.7.1 A covered vehicular drop-off and pedestrian entrance that is located at grade level and that provides shelter from inclement weather shall be provided.
 

420.3.7.2 An administrative/lobby area shall be provided that shall include a counter or desk for reception and information, a public waiting area. This function may be located in a separate building on the campus of the facility. Public toilet facilities, public telephone and an electric drinking fountain for this area shall be provided in accordance with the Florida Plumbing Code. Residents shall have access to toilet facilities in public areas.
 

420.3.7.3 General offices shall be provided for business transactions, admissions, social services, private interviews, medical and financial records, and administrative and professional staff. Clerical files and staff office space shall be provided as needed. At a minimum there shall be a private office for the administrator and director of nursing.
 

420.3.7.4 At least one multipurpose room per nursing home facility shall be provided for conferences, meetings, and health education purposes, and shall include provisions for the use of visual aids. This room may be remotely located on the campus and shall have a minimum area of 120 square feet (11.15 m2).
 

420.3.7.5 Storage for office equipment and supplies shall be provided.
 

420.3.8 Facility support areas. Each facility support area shall meet the following standards.
 
420.3.8.1 Facility Dietary. A facility dietary area shall be provided for dietary service to residents and others as may be appropriate. No part of the kitchen area may be used as a pass through to the linen/laundry area. The facility dietary area shall contain the following facilities, in the size and number appropriate for the type of food service selected: 
 

420.3.8.1.1 Storage space, including cold storage, for at least a seven-day supply of food shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.1.2 Food preparation facilities for cook to serve, cook to chill or a proprietary system of food preparation and adequate space and equipment for production shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.1.3 Employee dining and serving lines shall not be permitted in the dietary facilities area. 
 

420.3.8.1.4 Hand-washing facilities shall be conveniently located in the food preparation area. 
 

420.3.8.1.5 Facilities for assembly and distribution of resident meals shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.1.6 Ware washing space shall be located in a room or an alcove separate from the food preparation and serving area. Commercial-type ware washing equipment shall be provided. Space shall also be provided for receiving, scraping, sorting, and stacking soiled tableware and for transferring clean tableware to the use areas. Convenient hand washing facilities shall be available on the soiled dish side of the ware washing area. 
 

420.3.8.1.7 Pot washing facilities shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.1.8 Storage areas and cleaning facilities for cans, carts, and mobile-tray conveyors shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.1.9 An office for the food service manager shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.1.10 A toilet, hand-washing facility and lockers for dietary staff shall be located within the dietary facilities area. A vestibule shall be provided between the toilet and the kitchen. 
 

420.3.8.1.11 A housekeeping room located within the dietary facilities area shall be provided and shall include a service sink and storage space for housekeeping equipment and supplies. 
 

420.3.8.1.12 An icemaker unit shall be provided and may be located in the food preparation area or in a separate room. 
 

420.3.8.1.13 If the household design for person centered care model is utilized and if required by the functional program, a resident dietary area including cooking equipment, counter tops, kitchen sink, and storage areas shall be provided within the resident household for the use by staff, residents, and family. The cooking equipment shall be designed or secured in such a way to insure resident safety and shall meet all applicable fire safety codes. This dietary area may substitute for the nourishment requirement of section 420.3.4.2.5.
 

420.3.8.2 Facility laundry. A facility laundry area shall be provided that shall have provisions for the storing and processing of clean and soiled linen for appropriate resident care. Processing may be done within the facility, in a separate building on or off site, or in a commercial or shared laundry. Where soiled linen is processed as part of a facility laundry area, at a minimum, the following elements shall be included: 
 

420.3.8.2.1 A separate room for receiving and holding soiled linen until ready for pickup or processing shall be provided. Discharge from soiled linen chutes may be received within this room or in a separate room. A hand-washing facility and a utility sink shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.2.2 A central, clean linen storage and issuing room(s), in addition to the linen storage required at the nursing units shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.2.3 Parking of clean and soiled linen carts in separate areas from each other and out of traffic shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.2.4 Hand-washing facilities in each area where untagged, soiled linen is handled shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.2.5 When linen is processed off site a service entrance protected from inclement weather for loading and unloading of linen shall be provided. 
 

420.3.8.2.6 When linen is processed in a laundry facility located on site the following additional elements shall be provided: 
 

420.3.8.2.6.1 A laundry processing room(s), separated by walls from other elements of the laundry, with commercial-type laundry equipment for washing and drying. Walls separating the functions of washing and drying are not required. 
 

420.3.8.2.6.2 Storage for laundry supplies. 
 

420.3.8.2.6.3 Arrangement of the laundry processes shall generally provide for an orderly workflow from dirty to clean to minimize cross traffic that might mix clean and soiled operations. 
 

420.3.8.2.7 If the household design model for person centered care is utilized and if required by the functional program, resident laundry facilities including washing and drying equipment shall be provided for staff, family or individual resident use for the laundering only of a resident’s personal items. If these laundry facilities are provided, they shall be readily accessible from each resident household without requiring the user to enter another resident unit, or floor and may be shared between two resident households. These resident laundry facilities shall not have to meet the requirements of the facility laundry described in Section 420.3.8.2 and may utilize residential laundry equipment. Each resident laundry room or area shall contain a hand wash facility and if required by the functional program a single deep bowl utility sink.
 

420.3.9 Housekeeping rooms/janitor's closets. 
 

420.3.9.1 Housekeeping rooms or janitor's closets shall be provided throughout the facility as required to maintain a clean and sanitary environment but not less than one housekeeping room/janitor's closet shall be provided for each floor in addition to the housekeeping room required in the facility dietary area. Each room has storage space for housekeeping equipment and supplies. A service sink shall be provided in at least one housekeeping room or janitor’s closet on each floor.
 

420.3.10 Engineering service and equipment areas. 
 

420.3.10.1 Room(s) or separate building(s) for boilers, mechanical and electrical equipment shall be provided as required. 
 

420.3.10.2 Room(s) for the storage of building maintenance supplies and solvents shall be provided. On site safe and secure storage for the facility drawings, records and manuals shall be provided.
420.3.10.3 A general maintenance area for repair and maintenance shall be provided as required. 
 

420.3.10.4 Yard equipment and supply storage room, if provided, shall be located so that equipment may be moved directly to the exterior. 
 

420.3.11 Details and finishes. 
 
420.3.11.1 Potential hazards such as sharp corners, loose laid rugs or carpets, shall not be permitted. 
 

420.3.11.2 Doors to all rooms containing bathtubs, showers, and water closets for resident use located in double occupancy rooms or are shared between two single occupancy rooms, shall be equipped with privacy hardware that permits emergency access without the use of keys. When such room has only one entrance and is equipped with a swing door, the door shall open outward, or be equipped with emergency release hardware. When emergency release hardware is utilized on a swing door located in a public area, it shall provide visual privacy for the resident and if required by other sections of this code, be smoke resistive. 
 

420.3.11.3 Interior corridor doors, except those to small closets, janitor’s closets, electrical or mechanical rooms, housekeeping closets and other small rooms not subject to occupancy, shall not swing into the corridor. A door located on the exit access corridor, and required to swing outward, shall open into an alcove.
 

420.3.11.4 A sliding door equipped with sliding hardware located on the resident room side of the wall shall be permitted on an individual resident toilet or bathroom. If a sliding door is used on a resident toilet or bathroom, a D-shaped handle at least 4 inches (10.16 cm) long shall be provided to open the door. 
 

420.3.11.5 Door thresholds except where required at exterior doors, and expansion joint covers shall be designed to facilitate use of wheelchairs and carts and to prevent tripping and shall provide a smooth and level transition from surface-to-surface. 
 

420.3.11.6 All resident room windows shall have a minimum net glazed area of not less than 8 percent of the gross floor area of the room or bed area served. Operable windows are not required but if they are provided they shall be equipped with insect screens.
 

420.3.11.7 Handrails shall be provided on both sides of all corridors that are defined by walls and normally used by residents. Mounting height shall be between 36 inches (0.91m) and 42 inches (1.57 m). A clearance of 1½ inches (38 mm) shall be provided between the handrail and the wall. Handrails shall be designed without sharp corners, edges or hardware and shall permit easy grasping by the resident with a maximum diameter of 1.5 inches (38 mm). It shall be designed to provide a profile with a surface wide enough for the resident to be able to lean on the rail to rest. Rail ends shall return to the wall. 
 

420.3.11.8 Grab bars, 11/2 inches (38 mm) in diameter, either permanent or flip down, shall be installed in all resident showers, tubs, and baths and on any two sides of all resident use toilets. Wall-mounted grab bars shall provide an 11/2 inch (38 mm) clearance from walls and shall sustain a concentrated load of 250 pounds (113.4 kg). Where flip down grab bars are used, the toilet does not need to be located within 18” of an adjacent wall, except as required by Chapter 11 of this code. 
 

420.3.11.9 Each resident hand-washing facility shall have a mirror unless prohibited by the nursing program. Mirror placement shall allow for convenient use by both wheelchair occupants and ambulatory persons. Tops and bottoms may be at levels usable by individuals either sitting or standing. Additional mirrors may be provided for wheelchair occupants, or one separate full-length mirror located in the resident room may be provided to meet the needs of wheelchair occupants. 
 

420.3.11.10 Provisions for soap dispensing and hand drying shall be included at all hand washing facilities. Those in resident use areas shall be paper or cloth towels enclosed to protect against dust or soil and shall be single-unit dispensing. 
 

420.3.11.11 Only recessed soap dishes shall be allowed in patient use tubs and showers unless the tubs and showers are of molded plastic type fixtures.
 

420.3.11.12 Towel bars shall be provided at each bathing facility.
 

420.3.11.13 All resident use plumbing fixtures and door operating hardware shall be equipped with lever type hardware for easy gripping and turning. 
 

420.3.11.14 Toilet compartment partitions and urinal screens shall be constructed of product that does not rust, corrode or delaminate. (A3)
420.3.11.15 The minimum ceiling height throughout the facility shall be 8 feet (2.44 m) above the finished floor with the following exceptions: 
 

420.3.11.15.1 Steam boiler and hot water generator rooms shall have ceiling clearances of at least 2 feet 6 inches (0.76 m) above the main header and connecting pipe. 
 

420.3.11.15.2 Ceilings in storage rooms, resident room entrance vestibules and toilet rooms shall be at least 7 feet 6 inches (2.33 m) above the finished floor. 
 

420.3.11.15.3 Ceilings in normally unoccupied spaces and alcoves may be reduced to 7 feet
(2.13 m) above the finished floor. 
 

420.3.11.15.4 Ceilings in exit access corridors and exit passageways shall be a minimum of 8 feet (2.44 m) above the finished floor. 
 

420.3.11.16 In addition to the electric drinking fountain in the administrative/lobby area in Section 420.3.7.2, a minimum of one electric drinking fountain shall be provided per resident floor unless drinking water is available from the resident dietary area.
 

420.3.11.17 Floor material shall be readily cleanable and appropriate for the location. Floor surfaces in resident-use areas shall be non-glossy to minimize glare. If composition floor tiles are used, the interstices shall be tight. 
 

420.3.11.17.1 In residential care and sleeping areas, a base shall be provided at the floor line. 
 

420.3.11.17.2 Floors in areas used for food preparation and assembly shall be water resistant. Floor surfaces, including tile joints, shall be resistant to food acids. In all areas subject to frequent wet-cleaning methods, floor materials shall not be physically affected by germicidal cleaning solutions. 
 

420.3.11.17.3 Floors subject to traffic while wet, such as shower and bath areas, kitchens, and similar work areas, shall have a slip resistant surface and floor-to-base intersections shall be watertight. 
 

420.3.11.17.4 Carpet and padding in resident areas shall be stretched tight, in good repair and free of loose edges or wrinkles that might create hazards or interfere with the operation of wheelchairs, walkers or wheeled carts. 
 

420.3.11.18 Wall finishes shall be washable and, if near plumbing fixtures, shall be smooth and have a moisture-resistant finish. Finish, trim, walls, and floor constructions in dietary and food storage areas shall be free from rodent and insect harboring spaces. 
 

420.3.11.18.1 Basic wall construction in areas not subject to conditioned air shall be constructed of masonry, cement plaster or moisture-resistant gypsum wallboard. 
 

420.3.11.18.2 The finishes of all exposed ceilings and ceiling structures in the dietary facilities area shall be readily cleanable with routine housekeeping equipment. 
 

420.3.11.18.3 Highly polished walls or wall finishes that create glare shall be avoided.
 

420.3.11.18.4 Wall coverings that promote the growth of mold and mildew shall be avoided on exterior walls or on walls that are located in normally wet locations.
 

420.3.11.19All smoke partitions, horizontal exits and exit passageway partitions shall be constructed prior to the construction of intervening walls. 
 

420.3.11.20 Smoke partitions shall be constructed so as to provide a continuous smoke-tight membrane from exterior wall to exterior wall and from the floor to the underside of the deck above. This includes interstitial space and the area above solid fire-tested membranes. 
 

420.3.11.21 Where it is not possible to inspect fire/smoke partitions because of the fire-tested membrane, fire-rated access panels shall be installed adjacent to each side of the smoke partitions at intervals not exceeding 30 feet (9.00 m) and in such locations as necessary to view all surfaces of the partition. Fire walls, fire barriers, fire partitions, smoke barriers and smoke partitions or any other wall required to have protected openings shall be effectively and permanently identified with signs or stenciling. Such identification shall be above any decorative ceiling and in concealed spaces. Suggested wording for a fire/smoke partition is as follows: "FIRE AND SMOKE BARRIER - PROTECT ALL OPENINGS." 
 

420.3.11.22 Where electrical conduits, cable trays, ducts and utility pipes pass through the smoke partition, the utilities shall be located so that access is maintained to adjacent wall surfaces and to all damper access panels. The details shall show the studs and reinforcing half studs so that proper support is provided for the wall surfacing material. There shall be a minimum clearance of 6 inches (152 mm) between all conduits, piping, and duct work at corridor walls to facilitate the inspection of these walls. 
 

420.3.12 Elevators. (Where required) 
 

420.3.12.1 All buildings having resident use areas on more than one floor shall have hospital-type electric or hydraulic elevator(s) that shall be in compliance with the requirements of Chapter 30 of this code and Chapter 69A-47, Florida Administrative Code, "Uniform Fire Safety Standards for Elevators." 
 

420.3.12.2 In the absence of an engineered traffic study, the minimum number of elevators shall be as follows: 
 

420.3.12.2.1 At least one elevator shall be installed where resident beds are located on any floor other than the main entrance floor. 
 

420.3.12.2.2 When 60 to 200 resident beds are located on floors other than the main entrance floor, at least two elevators, one of which shall be of the hospital-type and capacity, shall be installed. 
 

420.3.12.2.3 When 201 to 350 resident beds are located on floors other than main entrance floor, at least three elevators, two of which shall be of the hospital-type and capacity, shall be installed. 
 

420.3.12.2.4 For facilities with more than 350 resident beds above the main entrance floor, the number of elevators shall be determined from a facility plan study and from the estimated vertical transportation requirements. 
 

420.3.12.3 Cars of elevators shall have inside dimensions that accommodate a resident bed with attendants. Cars shall be at least 5 feet (1.52 m) wide by 7 feet 6 inches (2.29 m) deep. The car door shall have a clear opening of not less than 4 feet (1.22 m). 
 

420.3.12.4 Elevator call buttons shall not be activated by heat or smoke. If employed, light beam door activators shall be used in combination with door-edge safety devices and shall be connected to a system of smoke detectors such that the light control feature will disengage or be overridden if it encounters smoke at any landing.
 

420.3.13 Water supply and sewage disposal. 
 

420.3.13.1 An approved, accessible, adequate, safe and potable supply of water shall be provided. The water supply shall be accessible and available at all times for drinking, fire protection, culinary, bathing, cleaning and laundry purposes. 
 

420.3.13.2 Hot water shall be supplied to all lavatory and sink plumbing fixtures available for use by residents and staff. 
 

420.3.13.3 An approved, adequate and safe method of sewage collection, treatment and disposal shall be provided for each nursing home.
 

420.3.14 Heating, Ventilating and air-conditioning (HVAC) systems. In addition to the basic HVAC system requirements as described by Part 6, ANSI/ASHRAE/ASHE Standard 170-2008: Ventilation of Health Care Facilities  and Table 4.1-1 Ventilation Requirements for Areas Affecting Resident Care in Nursing Homes of the Guidelines, the following specific elements are also required. (Handout)
 

420.3.14.1 Mechanical equipment shall be defined as equipment utilized in air-conditioning, heating, ventilating systems and associated electrical, electronic and pneumatic components required for the mechanical equipment to provide the function intended by the application of the equipment. New and existing equipment replacements shall comply with these requirements. 
 

420.3.14.2 Mechanical equipment shall be installed in a designated equipment room(s), or in a space(s) located in an attic(s). 
 

420.3.14.3 If the unit serves only one room it may be located above the ceiling and shall be accessible through an access opening in accordance with this code. Access panels are not required for lay-in ceiling installations, provided the service functions are not obstructed by other above-ceiling construction, such as electrical conduits, piping, audio visual cabling and like equipment components or supports. 
 

420.3.14.4 Ventilation shall be provided by mechanical means in all rooms in new facilities and in all renovated or remodeled rooms. The minimum air quantities and filtration efficiencies shall be met as set forth in Part 6 of the Guidelines for those spaces that are listed. 
 

 420.3.14.5 For spaces listed in the minimum ventilated rate table, central station type air-handling equipment shall be used. Package terminal air-conditioning units or fan coils may be used to serve resident rooms and shall be provided with 20-percent filters minimum. 
 

420.3.14.6 System designs utilizing fan coil or package terminal air-conditioning units shall have the outdoor air ventilation damper permanently closed. The ventilation requirement shall be satisfied by a central station type air handling unit provided with a 30-percent filter minimum or as required by the listed space served. Spaces designated for the exclusive use of physical plant personnel need not comply with this requirement. 
 

420.3.14.7 Administrative and other staff-only areas shall be provided with outside air at the minimum rate of 20 cfm (9.43 L/s) per person, and the central system shall have a minimum of 30 percent ASHRAE dust spot efficiency filter. 
 

420.3.14.8 All outdoor air intakes shall be located a minimum of 3 feet (0.91 m) above surrounding surfaces and a minimum of 10 feet (3.05 m) horizontally from any exhaust air or plumbing vent. 
 

420.3.14.9 All filters in systems in excess of 1000 cfm (28.32 m3/min) capacity shall be installed with differential pressure gauges. The filter gauge shall have the range of acceptable filter operation clearly and permanently indicated. 
 

420.3.14.10 Filter housings for 80-percent efficiency filters shall be fully gasketed and sealed with mechanical latching devices capable of exerting and maintaining a continuous, uniform sealing pressure on the filter media when in the latched, closed position. 
 

420.3.14.11 The transfer of air quantities through one space to an adjacent space is not permitted except that the transfer of air to maintain space relative pressure by the under cutting of doors is permitted. The maximum allowable air quantity for door undercuts shall be 75 cfm (35.38 L/s) for single door widths up to 44 inches (1117 mm). 
 

420.3.14.12 Space relative pressure requirements shall be maintained throughout the entire system control range where variable volume systems are utilized. 
 

420.3.14.13 Spaces having exhaust hoods shall have sufficient make-up supply air such that the required pressure relationship will not be affected by the operation of the hood. 
 

420.3.14.14 All supply, return and exhaust ventilation fans shall operate continuously. Dietary hood, laundry area, administrative areas that are separated from all resident areas and support areas and maintenance area supply and exhaust fans shall be exempted from continuous operation. 
 

420.3.14.15 Cooling coil condensate shall be piped to a roof drain, floor drain or other approved location. 
 

420.3.14.16 Each new resident sleeping room or resident sleeping area that is separated by a permanent partition and door shall be provided with a separate thermostat to provide individual adjustment of room or area temperature. 
 

420.3.15 Exhaust. 
 

420.3.15.1 Exhaust fans and other fans operating in conjunction with a negative duct system pressure shall be located at the discharge end of the system. Fans located immediately within the building located at the end of all exhaust ducts shall be permitted. Existing, nonconforming systems need not be brought into compliance when equipment is replaced due to equipment failure. 
 

420.3.15.2 Exhaust hoods in food preparation areas shall be listed or certified by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL). 
 

420.3.16 Ducts. 
 

420.3.16.1 All new facility construction shall have totally ducted supply, return, exhaust and outside air systems including areas of all occupancy classifications. 
 

420.3.16.2 In new construction, duct system risers penetrating more than one floor shall be installed in vertical fire-rated shafts. Horizontal offsets of the risers shall not be allowed. Fire/smoke dampers shall be installed at duct penetrations of the chase. Existing nonconforming systems shall be brought into compliance when remodel or renovation work is proposed. 
 

420.3.17 Fan and damper control during fire alarm. 
 

420.3.17.1 During a fire alarm activated by an automatic initiating device, fan systems and fan equipment serving more than one room shall be stopped to prevent the movement of smoke by mechanical means from the zone in alarm to adjacent smoke zones. 
 

420.3.17.2 Air-handling and fan coil units serving exit access corridors for the zone in alarm shall shut down upon fire alarm. 
 

420.3.17.3 Smoke or fire/smoke dampers shall close upon fire alarm and upon manual shutdown of the associated supply, return or exhaust fan. 
 

420.3.18 Plumbing. 
 

420.3.18.1 All plumbing fixtures provided in spaces shall conform to the requirements of Table 420.3.18.1 of plumbing fixtures and minimum trim. 
 

420.3.18.2 The temperature of hot water supplied to resident and staff use lavatories, showers and bath shall be between 105°F (41°C) and 115°F (46°C) at the discharge end of the fixture. 
 

420.3.18.3 Wall-mounted water closets, lavatories, drinking fountains and hand-washing facilities shall be attached to floor-mounted carriers and shall withstand an applied vertical load of a minimum of 250 pounds (113.39 kg) to the front of the fixture. 
 

420.3.18.4 Grease interceptors shall be located outside of the building. 
 

420.3.18.5 Provide deep seal traps for floor drains in resident showers. 
 

420.3.18.6 Food preparation sinks, pot washing, dishwashers, janitor sinks, floor drains, and cart and can wash drains shall run through the grease trap. Garbage disposers shall not run through the grease trap. 
 

420.3.18.7 Ice machines, rinse sinks, dishwashers, and beverage dispenser drip receptacles shall be indirectly wasted. 
 

420.3.18.8 Each water service main, branch main, riser and branch to a group of fixtures shall have valves. Stop valves shall be provided for each fixture. Panels for valve access shall be provided at all valves. 
 

420.3.18.9 Backflow preventers (vacuum breakers) shall be installed on bedpan-rinsing attachments, hose bibs and supply nozzles used for connection of hoses or tubing in housekeeping sinks and similar applications. 
 

420.3.18.10 A backflow preventer shall be installed on the facility main water source(s). 
 

420.3.18.11 All piping, except control-line tubing, shall be identified. All valves shall be tagged, and a valve schedule shall be provided to the facility owner for permanent record and reference. 
 

TABLE 420.3.18.1
PLUMBING FIXTURES AND MINIMUM TRIM
 

	      ROOM/FUNCTION 
	FIXTURE, FITTING, AND TRIM 

	Barber and Beauty 
	G-6 

	Bed Pan Sanitizer 
	K-7 

	Clean Utility Room 
	C-2 

	Corridor per nursing unit 
	I-5 

	Eye Wash Station(s) 
	L-5 

	Exam/Treatment Room 
	A-2 

	Housekeeping/Janitor's Closet 
	E-6 

	Laundry 
	A-1; H-1 

	Medication Preparation Room 
	C-2 

	Nourishment Room 
	C-2 

	Resident Baths 
	J-1 

	Resident bedrooms with three or more beds 
	A-1 

	Resident Room Bath 
	A-1; B-4; J-1 

	Resident Toilet Rooms 
	A-1; B-4 

	Soiled Utility Room(s) 
	D-2; F-3 AND 4; K-5 

	Therapy Areas 
	A-2 

	Toilet Rooms, public and staff 
	A-1; B-5 

	FIXTURE LEGEND 

	A.        Lavatory 
B.        Water Closet 
C.        Sink, Single Compartment 
D.        Sink, Double Compartment 
E.         Sink or Receptor, Janitor 
F.         Sink, Clinical Service and Rinsing Device 
	G.        Sink, Shampoo 
H.        Sink, Laundry 
I.          Electric Drinking Fountain 
J.         Bathing Facilities or Shower (Note 1)
K.        Sanitizer w/ rinse water at 140°F (60°C) or chemical rinse. If required by the functional program of the facility. 
L.         Eye Wash Fixtures 

	FIXTURE LEGEND 

	1. Hot and cold supplies. 
2. Hot and cold supplies with wrist blades from 31/2inches (89 mm) to 41/2inches (114 mm) in length or foot or knee control and a gooseneck spout with discharge a minimum of 5 inches (127 mm) above the fixture rim. 
3. Hot and cold supplies with elbow blades a minimum of 6 inches (152 mm) long or foot or knee control. 
4. Bedpan rinsing attachment, cold water only. If required by the functional program of the facility.
5. Cold supply. 
6. Hot and cold supplies with hose connection and backflow preventer. 
7. Hot water supply. 


 

	NOTES: 
1. Mixing valves used in shower applications shall be of the balanced-pressure type design.
2. If eye wash stations are provided, they shall be installed in accordance with American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Z358.1 for Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment. 


 

 

420.3.19 Medical gas and vacuum systems. 
 

420.3.19.1 Provide a medical gas and vacuum system in conformance with the requirements for a Nursing Home as described in NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities. 
 

420.3.19.2 Provide a dedicated area for the location of the oxygen system emergency supply source with an impervious, noncombustible, nonpetroleum-based surface located adjacent to the emergency low pressure gaseous oxygen inlet connection. Provision shall be made for securing the vessel to protect it from accidental damage. 
 

420.3.20 Fire pump. (Where required). 
 

420.3.20.1 Fire pumps and ancillary equipment shall be separated from other functions by construction having a 2-hour fire-resistance rating. 
 

420.3.20.2 The fire pump normal service disconnect shall be rated to hold locked rotor current. If the approved normal service disconnect is located on the exterior, it shall be supervised by connection to the fire pump remote annunciator and shall provide a separate fire alarm system trouble indication. 
 

420.3.20.3 When the fire pump is placed on the emergency system in addition to the normal supply, the emergency feeder protective device shall be sized in accordance with maximum rating or settings of Chapter 27 of the Florida Building Code, Building. 
 

420.3.20.4 The fire pump transfer switch may be either manual or automatic. If located on the line side of the controller as a separate unit, the switch must be rated for the pump motor locked rotor current indefinitely and must be located in the pump room. 
 

420.3.20.5 Combination fire pump controller and transfer switch units listed by the Underwriter's Laboratories, Inc., as prescribed by Chapter 27 of the Florida Building Code, Building are acceptable when the transfer switch has exposable and replaceable contacts, not circuit breaker types, rated for the available short-circuit current. 
 

420.3.20.6 The fire pump shall be installed in a readily accessible location. When it is located on the grade level floor, there shall be direct access from the exterior. 
 

420.3.21 Electrical requirements. 
 

420.3.21.1 All material, including equipment, conductors, controls, and signaling devices, shall be installed to provide a complete electrical system with the necessary characteristics and capacity to supply the electrical facility requirements as shown in the specifications and as indicated on the plans. All materials and equipment shall be listed as complying with applicable standards of Underwriter's Laboratories, Inc., or other nationally recognized testing facilities. Field labeling of equipment and materials will be permitted only when provided by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) that has been certified by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) for that referenced standard. 
 

420.3.21.2 For purposes of this section, a resident room, a resident therapy area or an examination room shall be considered a "patient care area" as described in NFPA 99 Health Care Facilities, and Chapter 27, Electrical Systems, of this code. 
 

420.3.21.3 Panels located in spaces subject to storage shall have the clear working space per Chapter 27, Electrical Systems, of this code, permanently marked "ELECTRICAL—NOT FOR STORAGE" with a line outlining the required clear working space on the floor and wall. 
 

420.3.21.4 Panels and electrical equipment, other than branch circuit devices serving the corridor, shall not be located in egress corridors in new construction. 
 

420.3.21.5 There shall be documentation for equipotential grounding in all patient care areas, building service ground electrode systems, lightning protection ground terminals and special systems such as fire alarm, nurse call, paging, generator, emergency power and breaker coordination.
 

420.3.22 Lighting. 
 

420.3.22.1 All spaces occupied by people, machinery and equipment within buildings, approaches to buildings and parking lots shall have electric lighting. 
 

420.3.22.2 Resident bedrooms shall have general lighting from ceiling mounted fixtures, floor lamp fixtures or table mounted fixtures. Separate fixed night lighting shall be provided. The night-light shall have a switch at the entrance to each resident's room or separate sleeping area. A reading light shall be provided for each resident. Resident reading lights and other fixed lights not switched at the door shall have switch controls convenient for use at the luminary. Wall-mounted switches for control of lighting in resident areas shall be of quiet operating type. 
 

420.3.22.3 All lighting in the resident use areas including corridors, shared spaces, treatment areas, sleeping areas, social areas and living areas shall meet the requirements of RP-28-07 Lighting and the Visual Environment for Senior Living as referenced in Chapter 35 of this code. 
 

420.3.22.4 All general resident room lighting and all corridor lighting used by residents shall be designed to minimize glare such as indirect lighting. 
 

420.3.23 Receptacles. 
 

420.3.23.1 Provide one general purpose duplex receptacle on another wall to serve each resident and one additional duplex receptacle at the head of the bed if a motorized bed is provided. 
 

420.3.23.2 Duplex receptacles for general use shall be installed in all general purpose corridors, approximately 50 feet (15.24 m) apart and within 25 feet (7.52 m) of corridor ends. 
 

420.3.24 Fire alarm systems. 
 
420.3.24.1 A fire alarm annunciator panel shall be provided at a single designated 24-hour monitored location. The panel shall indicate audibly and visually, the zone of actuation of the alarm and system trouble. As a minimum, devices located in each smoke compartment shall be interconnected as a separate fire alarm zone. Annunciator wiring shall be supervised. Annunciator shall clearly indicate the zone location of the alarm. Provide an adjacent zone location map to quickly locate alarm condition. 
 

420.3.25 Nurse call systems. Wired or wireless type nurse call systems shall be permitted if they have been tested and approved by a national recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) to meet the requirements of UL 1069, 7th edition published October 12, 2007 as referenced in Chapter 35 of this code. All wireless systems shall be been tested and approved by a national recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) to meet the requirements of Section 49, Wireless Systems of UL 1069, 7th edition as referenced in Chapter 35 of this code. All nurse call systems whether wired or wireless shall be supervised in accordance with the requirements of UL 1069, 7th edition for wired and wireless nurse call systems and tested and approved by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) to meet those requirements.
 

420.3.25.1 A nurse call system shall be provided that will register a call from each resident bed to the related staff work area(s) by activating a visual signal at the resident room door or wireless pager and activating a visual and audible signal in the clean utility, soiled utility, nourishment station, medication prep or mobile nurse station receiver and the master station of the resident unit. If a mobile nurse station receiver is utilized to receive the resident call, it will be worn by all staff who are assigned to the resident unit and shall identify the specific resident and or room from which the call was placed. Audible signals may be temporarily silenced, provided subsequent calls automatically reactive the audible signal. In rooms containing two or more calling stations, indicating lights shall be provided for each calling station. In multi-corridor nursing units, corridor zone lights shall be installed at corridor intersections in the vicinity of staff work areas. 
 

420.3.25.2 An emergency calling station of the pull cord type shall be provided and shall be conveniently located for resident use at each resident toilet, bath or shower room but not inside of the shower unless the nurse call device is listed for wet locations. The call signal shall be the highest priority and shall be cancelled only at the emergency calling station. The emergency calling station shall activate distinctive audible and visual signals immediately at the resident room door or wireless pager, and activate a visual and audible signal in the clean utility, soiled utility, nourishment station, medication prep or mobile nurse station receiver and the master station of the resident unit. If a mobile nurse station receiver is utilized to receive the resident call, it will be worn by all staff who are assigned to the resident unit and shall identify the specific resident and or room from which the call was placed. 
 

 

420.3.25.3 The nurse call master station shall be located inside the resident unit at a staff administrative area and shall not block any incoming resident calls. The master station control settings shall not prevent the activation of the incoming audible and visual signals. In wireless systems, all orphaned calls to mobile nurse station receivers will register at the nurse call master station.
 

420.3.25.4 Activation of an emergency call shall not cancel a normal call from the same room. 
 

420.3.25.5 A corridor dome light shall be located directly outside of any resident care area that is equipped with a wired nurse call system. 
 

420.3.26 Essential electrical system. 
 
420.3.26.1 A Type 1 essential electrical system shall be provided in all nursing homes as described in NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities. The emergency power for this system shall meet the requirements of a Level 1, Type 10, Class 48 generator as described in NFPA 110, Emergency Standby Power Systems. 
 

420.3.26.2 In new construction, the normal main service equipment shall be separated from the emergency distribution equipment by locating it in a separate room. Transfer switches shall be considered emergency distribution equipment for this purpose. 
 

420.3.26.3 The generator remote annunciator shall be located at a designated 24 hour staffed location. 
 
420.3.26.4 Switches for critical branch lighting shall be completely separate from normal switching. The devices or cover plates shall be of a distinctive color. Critical branch switches may be adjacent to normal switches. Switches for life safety lighting are not permitted except as required for dusk-to-dawn automatic control of exterior lighting fixtures. 
 
420.3.26.5 There shall be selected life safety lighting provided at a minimum of 1 footcandle (10 lux) and designed for automatic dusk-to-dawn operation along the travel paths from the exits to the public way or to safe areas located a minimum of 30 feet (9.14 m) from the building. 
 
420.3.26.6 A minimum of one elevator per bank serving any patient use floor shall be connected to the equipment branch of the essential electric system and arranged for manual or automatic operation during loss of normal power. Elevator cab lighting, controls, and communication and signal systems shall be connected to the life safety branch. 
 
420.3.26.7 If a day tank is provided, it shall be equipped with a dedicated low-level fuel alarm and a manual pump. The alarm shall be located at the generator derangement panel. 
 

420.3.26.8 Transfer switch contacts shall be of the open type and shall be accessible for inspection and replacement. 
 
420.3.26.9 If required by the facility's emergency food plan, there shall be power connected to the equipment branch of the essential electrical system for kitchen refrigerators, freezers and range hood exhaust fans. Selected lighting within the kitchen and dry storage areas shall be connected to the critical branch of the essential electrical system. 
 

 

420.3.27 Lightning protection. 
 

420.3.27.1 A lightning protection system shall be provided for all new buildings and additions in accordance with NFPA 780, Installation of Lightning Protection Systems. 
 

420.3.27.2 Where additions are constructed to existing buildings, the existing building's lightning protection system, if connected to the new lightning protection system, shall be inspected and brought into compliance with current standards. 
 

420.3.27.3 There shall be surge protection for all normal and emergency electrical services. 
 

420.3.27.4 Additional surge protection shall be provided for all low-voltage and power connections to all electronic equipment in critical care areas and life safety systems and equipment such as fire alarm, nurse call and other critical systems. Protection shall be in accordance with appropriate IEEE Standards for the type of equipment protected. 
 

420.3.27.5 All low voltage system main or branch circuits entering or exiting the structure shall have surge suppressors installed for each pair of conductors and shall have visual indication for protector failure to the maximum extent feasible. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
