903.2.11.3 Buildings over 55 feet in height. Reserved. Buildings three stories or more in height.
Any building which is of three stories or more in height shall be equipped with an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.1.
Exceptions:
1.           Single- and two-family dwellings.
2.           A stand-alone parking garage constructed with noncombustible materials, the design of which is such that all levels of the garage are uniformly open to the atmosphere on all sides with the percentages of openings equal to or greater than those specified in Section 406.3. Such garages shall be separated from any other structure by not less than 20 feet (6096 mm). A stand-alone parking garage is one that is solely for the parking of vehicles and does not have any other occupancy group in the building.
3.         Telecommunication spaces located within telecommunication buildings, if the spaces are equipped to meet an equivalent fire prevention standard approved by both the Florida Building Commission and the State Fire Marshal.
4.           Telecommunications spaces within telecommunication buildings, if the telecommunications space is equipped with:
4.1. Air sampling smoke detection.
4.2. Remote, propietary or central station fire alarm monitoring.
4.3. Automatic smoke exhaust system.
4.4. One-hour fire-resistance wall separating the telecommunications space from the adjacent areas on the same floor.
4.5. Two-hour floor/ceiling assembly separating the telecommunications space from adjacent floors.
4.6. All other portions ancillary to the telecommunications equipment area shall be provided with fire sprinkler protection.
5.         Sprinkler systems installed solely as a requirement of Section 903.62.11.3 may be a NFPA 13R or NFPA 13D system in accordance with their scopes.
  

903.2.11.3.1 NFPA 101 as adopted by Florida Fire Prevention Code, as regarding the requirements for fire protection sprinklers, is applicable to all multiple-family residential buildings, whether designated as townhouses, condominiums, apartment houses, tenements, garden apartments or by any other name. The attorney general has determined that for the purpose of the fire protection sprinkler requirements in Section 553.895(2), Florida Statutes, townhouses that are three or more stories tall and consist of three or more units together are multiple-family dwellings. Therefore, these types of townhouses are not exempt from being considered for the requirements to provide fire protection sprinklers (even if there are any other definitions that define a townhouse as a single-family residence). When determining whether townhouses require fire protection sprinkler systems, the building official must consider in parallel: (a) the attorney general’s opinion defining the statutory language for townhouses; (b) the building code requirements, including all life-safety chapters, that provide additional determining criteria, such as construction types, fire-resistance, fire protection systems and egress; and (c) the NFPA 101 as adopted by Florida Fire Prevention Code, egress and protection determining criteria. The more restrictive criteria are then applied.
903.6 Buildings three stories or more in height.
 

903.6.1 Any building which is of three stories or more in height shall be equipped with an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.1.
Exceptions:
1.           Single- and two-family dwellings.
2.           A stand-alone parking garage constructed with noncombustible materials, the design of which is such that all levels of the garage are uniformly open to the atmosphere on all sides with the percentages of openings equal to or greater than those specified in Section 406.3. Such garages shall be separated from any other structure by not less than 20 feet (6096 mm). A stand-alone parking garage is one that is solely for the parking of vehicles and does not have any other occupancy group in the building.
3.         Telecommunication spaces located within telecommunication buildings, if the spaces are equipped to meet an equivalent fire prevention standard approved by both the Florida Building Commission and the State Fire Marshal.
4.           Telecommunications spaces within telecommunication buildings, if the telecommunications space is equipped with:
1. Air sampling smoke detection.
2. Remote, propietary or central station fire alarm monitoring.
3. Automatic smoke exhaust system.
4. One-hour fire-resistance wall separating the telecommunications space from the adjacent areas on the same floor.
5. Two-hour floor/ceiling assembly separating the telecommunications space from adjacent floors.
6. All other portions ancillary to the telecommunications equipment area shall be provided with fire sprinkler protection.
5.         Sprinkler systems installed solely as a requirement of Section 903.6 may be a NFPA 13R or NFPA 13D system in accordance with their scopes.
 

  

903.6.2 NFPA 101 as adopted by Florida Fire Prevention Code, as regarding the requirements for fire protection sprinklers, is applicable to all multiple-family residential buildings, whether designated as townhouses, condominiums, apartment houses, tenements, garden apartments or by any other name. The attorney general has determined that for the purpose of the fire protection sprinkler requirements in Section 553.895(2), Florida Statutes, townhouses that are three or more stories tall and consist of three or more units together are multiple-family dwellings. Therefore, these types of townhouses are not exempt from being considered for the requirements to provide fire protection sprinklers (even if there are any other definitions that define a townhouse as a single-family residence). When determining whether townhouses require fire protection sprinkler systems, the building official must consider in parallel: (a) the attorney general’s opinion defining the statutory language for townhouses; (b) the building code requirements, including all life-safety chapters, that provide additional determining criteria, such as construction types, fire-resistance, fire protection systems and egress; and (c) the NFPA 101 as adopted by Florida Fire Prevention Code, egress and protection determining criteria. The more restrictive criteria are then applied.
