Florida Building Code

1. Question:  Who writes/adopts the Florida Building Code?

Answer:  The Florida Building Code (Code) is based on the International Building Code, which is referred to as the “base code”.  Florida-specific amendments and supplements modify the base code to address issues specific to Florida.  The Florida Building Commission is required to update the Code every three years (Triennial Code Cycle) to incorporate proposed changes from industry and other interested parties and correct conflicts and omissions.  Detailed information on the Code development process can be accessed at:  http://www.floridabuilding.org/cm/cm_faq.aspx
2. Question:  Is the current Florida Building Code available online?

Answer:  Yes.  The current and all previous Florida Building Code editions are available online and free of charge at:  http://www2.iccsafe.org/states/florida_codes/  

After following the above link, select the desired code version.

If selecting the 2010 Florida Building Code, the user must select the States link under the Welcome to the eCodes Web Portal page, and the Florida link under the States page.
3. Question:  What are the effective dates of the different editions of the Florida Building Code?

Answer:  Effective dates for the Florida Building Code editions can be accessed at:  http://www.floridabuilding.org/fbc/Building_Codes_Effective_Dates.pdf
4. Question:  Who should be contacted regarding what Florida Building Code requirements apply to a particular construction project?

Answer:  Questions regarding how the Florida Building Code applies to a specific project should first be directed to the local building official or other local authority having jurisdiction where the project is located.  Per s. 553.775, Florida Statute, the building official has authority for interpretation and enforcement of the Code.

The Florida Building Commission, Office of Codes and Standards, at (850) 487-1824 may provide technical assistance as required.  

The Florida Building Commission website, Building Code Information System, at www.floridabuilding.org  provides additional information on subject areas covered by the Florida Building Codes, Code- development process and points of contact.

5. Question:  What projects require a building permit?

Answer:   2010 Florida Building Code – Building, Section 105.1 – Required
Any owner or authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any impact resistant coverings, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first make application to the building official and obtain the required permit.  See also Sections 105.1.1 – 105.1.3

(NOTE:  Permit required conditions are with exceptions as indicated in Section 105.2)

For additional information on permit requirements can be accessed at:  http://ecodes.citation.com/cgi-exe/cpage.dll?pg=x&rp=/indx/ST/fl/st/b200v10/st_fl_st_b200v10_1.htm&sid=2012070509114926674&aph=0&cid=iccf&uid=iccf0002&clrA=005596&clrV=005596&clrX=005596&ref=/nonindx/ST/fl/st/b200v10/index.htm#g=2~b=105
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?Appo_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0500--599/0553/Sections/0553.79.html
6. Question:   To whom are Florida Building Code violations reported?

Answer:  Violations of the Florida Building Code should be reported to the building official or other local authority having jurisdiction.  Pursuant to s.553.775, Florida Statutes, the local building official has the authority to enforce the Florida Building Code.

7. Question:  To what wind speed must structures be designed?

Answer:  Florida Building Code, Chapter 16, Section 1609 designates the minimum wind loads a structure must withstand, based on its location and risk category.  The Ultimate Design Wind Speed maps included in Section 1609 designate wind speed requirements for general areas.  Users are advised to consult the local building official in the specific project location for confirmation of the required wind speed, particularly where contours on the Wind Speed maps divide jurisdictions.  

Additional information may be found at:  http://www.floridabuilding.org/fbc/thecode/resources.htm
