
Welcome	to		the	advanced	building	code	course.		This	course	will	cover	Florida	
Statutes	553	and	the	Florida	Building	Code	and	it’s	relation	to	489	Part	II	
	
The	complete	text	of	each	topic	is	available	at	no	cost	online.	
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This	course	is	designed	to	provide	you	an	introduction	to	the	Florida	Laws	and	Rules	
pertaining	to	electrical	and	alarm	contracting.		If	you	are	a	qualifier	or	business	
owner,	you	should	have	a	complete	copy	of	the	Statutes	and	Rules	and	understand	
your	responsibilities.	
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In this module we will cover Chapter 553 of the 2021 Florida Statues that relate to 
Building Construction Standards.  We will be examining Part IV, Florida Building 
Code. 
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There are specific sections of Chapter 533 relating to alarms and those are the ones we 
will review today. 
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Section 533.7921 provides for the requirement of a Uniform Fire Alarm Permit 
Application.  The permit must be issued before the fire alarm system is 
considered to be compliant. 



6 

A contractor means a person who is qualified 
to engage in the business of electrical or alarm 
system contracting pursuant to a certificate or 
registration issued by the department under 
part II of chapter 489. 
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In July of 2022, the Florida Governor signed into law Senate Bill 1140 that included 
language that changed several paragraphs in Chapter 553.  Those changes are noted in 
red. 
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A low-voltage electric fence is defined in section 533.793, although not defined in 
Florida Statute 489 
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Many companies today utilize wireless systems.  Systems that only plug directly into a 
receptacle, not unlike a toaster or an ipad.  These operate on batteries that are of the 
low-voltage type either 1.5 volts, 3 votls, and 9 volt batteries. 
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Because of its inherently safe nature, and the design or a wireless system, the 
legislature has deemed it unnecessary to obtain an installation, or electrical permit to 
install such a system.  However, depending upon the municipality, an alarm user 
permit may be required.  
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When a plan review is required, the streamlined provision does not apply. 
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This provision requires permit labels to be available by the local municipality and 
limits it’s cost to $40.  Labels are valid for 1 year from date of purchase. 
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Each alarm system must be registered with the appropriate municipality where the 
alarm system is installed.  This may be the police or sheriff’s department, the electrical 
authority, or some other agency.  Every municipality will determine when and where a 
registration or alarm user’s permit is required. 
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The responsibility for notifying the customer of the requirement for registering their 
alarm system falls to the alarm contractor or the monitoring company. 
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A licensed contractor in Florida is not responsible for the fines levied against the user 
for failing	to	register	an	alarm	system,	for	dispatch	to	an	unregistered	user,	or	for	
excessive	false	alarms	not	attributed	to	alarm	system	monitoring	company	error	or	
improper	installation	by	the	contractor	or	alarm	system	monitoring	company. 
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New section that has been added provides several definitions that pertain the the 
simplified permitting process. 
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Florida adopts a variety of codes and standards from nationally recognized agencies 
such as Underwriter’s Laboratories and the National Fire Protection Association. 



22 

The	Florida	Building	Commission	shall	update	and	maintain	such	electrical	standards	
consistent	with	the	procedures	established	in	s.	553.73	and	may	recommend	the	
National	Electrical	Installation	Standards. 
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The Florida Building Code is referenced in Florida Statute 533 as the governing body 
dictating when and where a carbon monoxide alarm shall be installed. 
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The Florida Building Code is referenced in Florida Statute 533 as the governing body 
dictating when and where a carbon monoxide alarm shall be installed. 
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In July the governor signed into law SB1140 that made changes to the requirements 
for Fire Alarm System Agents that are either certified by NICET or ESA.  This 
recognizes the higher level of education these individuals have achieved. 
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