
Mechanical
Proposed Code Modifications

This document created by the Florida Department of Community Affairs - 

850-487-1824



TAC: Mechanical

Total Mods for Mechanical: 11

Sub Code: Building
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Attachments

Steven Bassett

No

3/24/2010

Approved as Modified

916

Pending Review

Yes9

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M3853  1

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Changes to Carbon Monoxide Protection

Rationale

It is the work of the Carbon Monoxide work group to clairify the language.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Clairifies language to make it easier to enforce.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Will reduce cost to owners

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Make it easier since it is more understandable

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

It will improve the health, safety and welfare of the public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

It will strengthen the code because it will be more understandable

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

It opens the code to more products.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

It improves the effectiveness of the code by making it easier to enforce
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2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
8
5
3
-G

2
  

Proponent  Thomas Allen Submitted 10/18/2010 NoAttachments

Support Mod 3853 Carbon Monoxide Detectors as Modified (the Electrical TAC modified the proposal and the Fire TAC and 

Mechanical TAC agreed on one modification, the BOAF representatives at the TAC meetings helped craft the modification)

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        04/15/2010 - 06/01/2010

M
3
8
5
3
-G

1
  

Proponent  Jack Glenn Submitted 6/1/2010 NoAttachments

This change may conflict with the provisions of HB-663 if signed by the Governor.

Comment:
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Sub Code: Mechanical
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Attachments

Amanda Hickman

No

4/1/2010

Approved as Modified

Referenced Standards

Pending Review

Yes15

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M4036  2

Related Modifications

Add AMCA Standard 550 to Sections 401.5 &amp; 501.2.2  - Mods 4035 &amp; 4037

Summary of Modification

Add AMCA 550 to Referenced Standards

Rationale

see attached

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Approval of this modification will have no financial impact to local code enforcement authority.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Approval of this modification will have no financial impact to local code enforcement authority.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Industries that manufacture louvers will be affected by this modification because they will be required to test to the new standard 

for wind driven rain.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes. It improves the durability and weather resistance of the building envelope during high-wind/rain events.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes. It facilitates consistency in product performance and capability by requiring testing to a standard that was specifically 

developed for louvers and specific to the geographic and climatic conditions of Florida.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

It improves the effectiveness and usefulness of the code because the code did not reference a standard that addressed protecting 

the ventilation openings against wind-driven rain.
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Alternate Language

2nd Comment Period                                  09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010 
M

4
0
3
6
-A

1

Proponent  Amanda Hickman Submitted 10/18/2010 YesAttachments

Rationale

I neglected to include the organizations’ information when adding the standard to chapter 15.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

na

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

na

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

na

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

na

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

na

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

na

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

na

Page |11Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

M
4
0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |12Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
A

1
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

M
4
0

3
6
 -

A
1
 T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |13Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
1
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |14Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
2

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
2
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |15Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
3

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
3
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |16Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
4

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
4
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |17Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
5

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
5
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |18Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
6

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
6
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |19Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
7

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
7
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |20Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
8

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
8
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |21Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
9

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
9
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |22Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

0
h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
1
0
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |23Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

1
h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
1
1
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |24Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

2
h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
1
2
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |25Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

3
h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
1
3
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |26Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

4
h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
1
4
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |27Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

5
h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
T

e
xt

_
a
m

ca
_
5
5
0
_
1
5
.p

n
g

M
4

0
3
6
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |28Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
4
0
3
6
_
R

a
tio

n
a
le

_
R

e
a
so

n
 S

ta
te

m
e
n
t 
fo

r 
A

M
C

A
 5

5
0
_
1
.p

n
g

M
4
0

3
6
  
R

a
ti

o
n

a
le

Page |29Mechanical2010 Triennial



Sub Code: Mechanical
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Attachments

J Glenn-BASF

No

3/23/2010

Approved as Submitted

1003.1

Pending Review

No10

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M3793  3

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Retain base code (IMC) language.

Rationale

Base code provides the same level of protection.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Nnone

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

None

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No change

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against anything.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the code.

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
7
9
3
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kenneth Locke Submitted 9/24/2010 NoAttachments

This is not a Florida specific issue.  Language should be returned to base code (IMC) language.

Comment:

Page |31Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
3
7
9
3
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

M
3
7
9
3
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |32Mechanical2010 Triennial



Sub Code: Building
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Attachments

Doug Harvey

No

4/2/2010

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

New appendix

Pending Review

Yes2711

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M4391  4

Related Modifications

Add code reference to chapter 35 including the edition date.

Summary of Modification

Add a new Appendix “XX” (Designation to be assigned)

Rationale

Please see support document for rationale.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This proposed change does not impact local enforcement, it merely provides an alternate path for design that adhere to the Florida 

Building Code

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No fiscal impact to the building owner is anticipated

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No fiscal impact to the industry is anticipated

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

This proposed change protects the health, safety and welfare by allowing the code compliant use of “green” ideas and 

technologies

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This proposed change improves the code for design consistency

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This proposed code change does not discriminate

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This proposed change does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
4
3
9
1
-G

3
  

Proponent  Arlene Stewart Submitted 10/18/2010 NoAttachments

TAC action should be reconsidered.  Reason for disapproval was that the code was not yet final.  However, the IGCC is available 

at http://www.iccsafe.org/cs/IGCC/Pages/default.aspx?r=IGCC.  It is listed as the public version and not listed as a draft.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
4
3
9
1
-G

4
  

Proponent  Thomas Allen Submitted 10/18/2010 NoAttachments

Support: IGCC to be included in the Florida Building Code in an appendix.

An appendix is adopted locally

This would provide an easily adopted green code that is designed to work with the building code

Comment:
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1st Comment Period History                        04/15/2010 - 06/01/2010

M
4
3
9
1
-G

1
  

Proponent  Doug Harvey Submitted 6/1/2010 NoAttachments

BOAF has suggested the International Green Construction Code (IGCC) be included as an adoptable appendix. While many 

ideas for “green” and green construction are present in the marketplace today, no other document has been through the process 

the IgCC has. This document has been compared to the base codes for Building, Mechanical, Plumbing, Fuel Gas and Energy. 

The code has been scrutinized so as to prevent conflicts between building code requirements and green/sustainable 

requirements. The IgCC has been evaluated and endorsed by the USGBC and ASHRAE as well through the national consensus 

process. Many areas are in the process of trying to adopt “green” standards for their communities. This will provide a method for 

jurisdictions looking to mandate greener and more sustainable requirements. In addition, this document was created in 

conjunction with ASHRAE, ICC and others, including public meetings, to ensure compatibility with many of the existing 

requirements in existence today and with a forward looking approach. While this is a relatively new document, inclusion as an 

adoptable appendix will offer an option that will help with code compliance, not code violation or putting different standards at odds 

with each other.

Comment:

1st Comment Period History                        04/15/2010 - 06/01/2010

M
4
3
9
1
-G

2
  

Proponent  Jack Glenn Submitted 6/1/2010 NoAttachments

The new appendix is based on a proposed standard that is not yet approved.

Comment:
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Attachments

J Glenn-BASF

No

3/23/2010

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

606.4

Pending Review

No6

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M3791  5

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Retain base code (IMC) language

Rationale

Base code provides more clarity and the same or better level of protection

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

None

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

No change

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against anything.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the code.

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
7
9
1
-G

1
  

Proponent  Kenneth Locke Submitted 9/24/2010 NoAttachments

Any changes to this section from the base code (IMC) are not Florida specific changes.  To be consistent with the FBC directive to 

limit Florida modifications to only those items dealing with Energy, Wind or Legislative mandates, this item should be returned to 

the base code language as written in the IMC.

Comment:
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Attachments

Ben Bentley

No

3/18/2010

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

1006.6

Pending Review

No10

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M3649  6

Related Modifications

3603, 3647, 3648

Summary of Modification

Add exception to this section of code for a solar system that can have multiple PRV's. Discharging a 1/2" relief valve device in the solar 

loop into thie T&P tank discharge should be acceptable.

Rationale

Maximum discharge flow through all the discharge piping can not be more than the maximum discharge of the largest relief device 

discharge size. Section M2301.2.8 requirment is the only reason a pressure relief device must be installed in the collector loop. If this 

relief device opens only a cup of water is discharged. Therefore, discharging a 1/2&quot; relief device in the solar loop into the T&amp;P 

tank discharge meets all discharge requirments.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None, easily recognized.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Meets all requirments like the discharge from a T&amp;P valve.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Provides equivalent products at a lower cost to the consumer.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
6
4
9
-G

1
  

Proponent  Ben Bentley Submitted 10/8/2010 NoAttachments

Same water discharge whether one or both are open. PRV is redundant so no safety issue. No damage will be caused to any 

material, this should be a non issue.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
6
4
9
-G

2
  

Proponent  Wayne Wallace Submitted 10/14/2010 NoAttachments

1) I agree with this Mod, such a small amount of water will discharge from the PRV that it 

means nothing about safety and damage to materials. 

2) We have worked with inspectors for years over this, most get it, some do not. Please change code to clarify. 

3) Mod is correct – No issues with safety, health or damage to materials.

Comment:
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Attachments

Ben Bentley

No

3/18/2010

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

1402.2

Pending Review

No14

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M3600  7

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Water heaters and/or solar storage tank-water heater combinations are considered to be solar equipment. An execption should be 

made for the solar water heater since no one expects it to be raised 6 feet off the finished floor.

Rationale

It is not reasonable to expect a water heater to be raised 6 feet above the finished floor.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

I see no impact to the local building department as it would be business as usual.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Nothing that they don't already have with a standard water heater.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Allows industry to go about business as usual without being conserned about elevating tanks that can weigh over 800 pounds.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The impact is no different than a standard water heater.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Helps the code to sound reasonable without trying to impose restrictions on solar only tanks.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No, it does not discriminate and allows solar water heaters to be installed like standard water heaters.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, improves it by making it sound reasonable.

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
6
0
0
-G

1
  

Proponent  Ben Bentley Submitted 10/8/2010 NoAttachments

Regarding Mod#3600 voted down by the TAC stating “Should apply to all components of the system.”

Comment: You have to be kidding, change it or go to plumbing code and require all water heaters to be raised 6’ off the floor in 

that condition. 304.7 of the ’09 International Mechanical Code concerning lifting water heaters 6’ off the floor has been 

reserved/dismissed by the FL code; therefore, it should be reserved/dismissed under the FL solar code section, also. Reason to 

change is to promote code consistency.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
6
0
0
-G

2
  

Proponent  Wayne Wallace Submitted 10/14/2010 NoAttachments

1) I agree with the proposed modification. I’ve been in business 26 years and have never been required to raise a tank 6’ off the 

floor. 

2) I agree with the proposed modification. My company always places the plumbing on top of 

the tank to prevent incidental damage. 

3) I agree with the proposed modification. I’ve been in business for 26 years and have never 

seen a heater installed 6’-0” off the floor in Florida.

Comment:

Page |44Mechanical2010 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
3
6
0
0
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

M
3
6
0
0
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Page |45Mechanical2010 Triennial



Attachments

Ben Bentley

No

1/7/2010

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

1402.5.1

Pending Review

Yes14

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M3391  8

Related Modifications

3389

Summary of Modification

FSEC clearly shows a PRV only for the solar loop in manuals and approved systems. FSEC is correct. Code needs to show T&P for 

tank and PRV for solar loop.

Rationale

FSEC (The Florida Solar Energy Center) clearly states that a PRV (pressure relief valve) not a P&amp;T (pressure and temperature 

relief valve) can be installed to protect the component parts in an isolated solar loop. See attachment for further details.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

I see no impact to the local building departments. Local building departments are requiring P&amp;T valves because they believe 

that the P&amp;T is a stricter code requirement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Negative impact - none. Positive impact - the property owner will not be required to pay for service calls, labor and materials that 

would have otherwise been necessary if a P&amp;T, rather that a PRV, had been installed due to premature valve failure.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact to the solar industry since they have been installing PRV's on the solar loop for the past 20 years.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

No trucks traveling to do service calls - saftey. No 140 degree water spilling off roof when it should be going back into the tank. No 

dripping of water off roof due to temperature portion of valve. No roof stains, no replacement parts.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Product is more than equivalent in all ways, provides a more service free system.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No, a PRV instead of a P&amp;T .

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, it improves the efficiency and durablility of the solar system.

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
3
9
1
-G

1
  

Proponent  Ben Bentley Submitted 10/8/2010 NoAttachments

This same TAC committee just accepted and approved DCA10-DEC034 by Ben Bentley saying that it is allowed. Since the above 

is allowed, the code needs to reflect the same. This simply clarifies the code and makes it more understandable to building 

officials and contractors alike.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
3
9
1
-G

2
  

Proponent  Ben Bentley Submitted 10/8/2010 NoAttachments

Note: This simple misunderstanding has resulted in “red tags” which has cost contractors tens of thousands of dollars. And it just 

promotes ill will between building departments and the solar trade. What is a no-brainer to the solar trade can be a huge issue to 

the building department which may be pulling information from another part of the code, thinking that this other part of the code is 

the dominant/ruling factor.

Comment:
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2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
3
9
1
-G

3
  

Proponent  Wayne Wallace Submitted 10/14/2010 NoAttachments

1) I agree with the code change request. As a solar (SME) subject matter expert in 

solar, this question comes up often. FSEC, per DCA10-DEC-034 determined that 

using a T&amp;P valve on the roof adversely affects the performance of the system 

and does not present a life safety risk. 

2) I agree with the request to change the code. Having installed hundreds of 

systems with T&amp;P’s on the roof, hundreds of systems with PRV’s only, on the 

roof, my experience dictates that, PRV’s be installed – no service calls – no safety 

issues. 

3) Please change the code. My local building department requires the T&amp;P be 

installed, even after my manufacturers visit to try to explain why, only to be 

rejected. Please change the code to allow PRV, not T&amp;P installation. There is no 

safety or health risk.

Comment:
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Attachments

Ben Bentley

No

3/18/2010

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

1402.5.4

Pending Review

No14

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M3601  9

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

For clarity to distinguish between potable and non potable liquid single phase solar energy systems.

Rationale

Where no mistake will be made, by interpertation, to put a direct potable water solar water heating system in the same category as a 

liquid single phase (non potable indirect) solar energy system.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None, it only clarifies and reduces confussion as to type of system.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None, just for clarification of people who are trying to interpret the code.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None, just clarity.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The is none, clarity purposes only.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Strenghtens and improves the code by seperating the requirments for direct verses indirect solar systems.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

None

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, it strengthens the understanding of the code by seperation of different types of solar thermal systems.

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
6
0
1
-G

1
  

Proponent  Ben Bentley Submitted 10/8/2010 NoAttachments

Regarding Mod#3601 voted down by the TAC stating “Not FL specific.”

Comment: What does “not FL specific” mean? It is if systems are installed in FL, non potable systems, that is, and these non 

potable systems are installed everyday in FL. Unless this is clarified many building departments will read this as a requirement for 

all solar systems, and it clearly is not.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
6
0
1
-G

2
  

Proponent  Wayne Wallace Submitted 10/14/2010 NoAttachments

1) The code needs to be changed because building department inspectors will read 1402.5.4, visit jobsites where no expansion 

tank is installed and ask questions like – is this a liquid system? Is it single-phase? The answer is yes. Is it a solar system? Again, 

yes. Therefore, he requires an expansion tank. Clearly, the plumbing code addresses this issue where it states that the condition 

(over temperature and pressurization) must be provided for where an expansion tank is only one of the, at least, three methods 

that are used daily in the field. 

2) I agree with the code modification. Truthfully, building inspectors have trouble with 

understanding the differences between direct (potable) and indirect (non potable) solar. Leaving 1402.5.4 as is will only cause 

confusion in the future. 

3) Mod is ok with me, it clarifies the difference where expansion tanks are required, (indirect 

systems) and where they may be used under certain conditions, (direct systems).

Comment:
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Attachments

Ben Bentley

No

3/18/2010

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

2301.2.9

Pending Review

No23

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M3602  10

Related Modifications

3389

Summary of Modification

If mod 3389 is accepted then the last sentence of this code 2301.2.9 needs to be changed.

Rationale

The rationale is to keep different sections of the code refering to the same item identical.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

None

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

None

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

None other than proposed by mod 3389.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, it makes the different sections of the code say exactly the same thing.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No.

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
6
0
2
-G

1
  

Proponent  Ben Bentley Submitted 10/8/2010 NoAttachments

Regarding Mod#3602 voted down by the TAC stating “Weakens code.”

Comment: No, it does not weaken the code, our DCA for this was approved.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
6
0
2
-G

2
  

Proponent  Wayne Wallace Submitted 10/14/2010 NoAttachments

1) I agree with the code change request. As a solar (SME) subject matter expert in solar, this question comes up often. FSEC, per 

DCA10-DEC-034 determined that using a T&amp;P valve on the roof adversely affects the performance of the system and does 

not present a life safety risk. 

2) I agree with the request to change the code. Having installed hundreds of systems with T&amp;P’s on the roof, hundreds of 

systems with PRV’s only, on the roof, my experience dictates that, PRV’s be installed – no service calls – no safety issues. 

3) Please change the code. My local building department requires the T&amp;P be installed, even 

after my manufacturers visit to try to explain why, only to be rejected. Please change the code to allow PRV, not T&amp;P 

installation. There is no safety or health risk.

Comment:
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Attachments

Ben Bentley

No

3/18/2010

No Affirmative Recommendation with a Second

M2301.2.3

Pending Review

Yes23

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

M3389  11

Related Modifications

3391

Summary of Modification

Solar P&T valve vs PRV only valve- local bldg depts are interpreting M2301.2.3 to mean a t&p valve only. FSEC clearly shows a PRV 

only for the solar loop. FSEC is correct. Code needs to show t&p for tank and PRV for solar loop.

Rationale

FSEC clearly states that a PRV (pressure relief valve) not a P&amp;T can be installed to protect the component parts in an isolated 

solar loop. See attachment for furtuer details FSEC system approval #S1175 clearly shows a PRV, not T&amp;P, is installed in the 

solar loop. See attachment for furtuer details

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

I see no impact to the local building departments. Local building departments are

requiring P&amp;T valves because they believe that the P&amp;T is a strickter code requirement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Negative impact-none. Positive impact-the property owner will not be required to pay for service calls, labor or materials that would 

have otherwise been necessary if a T&amp;P, rather than a PRV had been installed. T&amp;P valve installation causes premature 

failure.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No impact to the solar industry since they have been installing PRV's on the solar loop for

the past 20 years.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

No trucks traveling to do service calls - saftey. No 140 degree water spilling off roof when

it should be going back into the tank. No dripping of water off roof due to temperature

portion of valve. No roof stains, no replacement parts.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Product is more than equivalent in all ways, provides a more service free system.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

NO, a PRV instead of a P&amp;T.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, it improves the efficiency and durablility of the system.

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
3
8
9
-G

1
  

Proponent  Ben Bentley Submitted 10/8/2010 NoAttachments

Regarding Mod#3389 voted down by the TAC stating “Weakens the code.”

Comment: No it does not weaken the code. We have an approved Declaratory Statement approved that states such. Change 

code.

Comment:

2nd Comment Period                                    09/03/2010 - 10/18/2010

M
3
3
8
9
-G

2
  

Proponent  Wayne Wallace Submitted 10/14/2010 NoAttachments

1) I agree with the code change request. As a solar (SME) subject matter expert in solar, this question comes up often. FSEC, per 

DCA10-DEC-034 determined that using a T&amp;P valve on the roof adversely affects the performance of the system and does 

not present a life safety risk. 

 

2) I agree with the request to change the code. Having installed hundreds of systems with T&amp;P’s on the roof, hundreds of 

systems with PRV’s only, on the roof, my experience dictates that, PRV’s be installed – no service calls – no safety issues. 

 

3) Please change the code. My local building department requires the T&amp;P be installed, even 

after my manufacturers visit to try to explain why, only to be rejected. Please change the code to allow PRV, not T&amp;P 

installation. There is no safety or health risk.

Comment:
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