
OKEECHOBEE HIGH SCHOOOL STADIUM PRESSBOX

Issue: Vertical accessibilityto a pressbox.

Analysis: The applicant is asking for a waiver from providing vertical accessibility to a
pressbox addition to an existing stadium using for viewing sports events. The pressbox
will have 42r square feet and is constructed on a slab above the bleachers. According to
the contractor, the pressbox will cost $35,548 and estimates submitted indicate it will cost
an additional $102,750-138,233for an elevator to reach the pressbox level 34 feet above
grade. NOTE: Although this is a Title II facility, the Commission may waive the vertical
accessibility requirement for Florida law only, provided it is clear this provides no safe
harbor from compliance with the provisions of federal law.

Project Progress:

The project is under design.

Items to be Waived:

Vertical accessibility to a pressbox, as required by Section 553.509, Florida Statutes.

553.509 Vertical a ccessibility. Nothing in Sections 553.501-553.513or the guidelines
shall be construed to relieve the owner of any building, structure or facility
governed by those sections from the duty to provide vertical accessibility to all
levels above and below the occupiable grade level regardless of whether the
guidelines require an elevator to be installed in such building, structure or
facility, except for:

(1) Elevator pits, elevator penthouses, mechanical rooms, piping or equipment
catwalks and automobile lubrication and maintenance pits and platforms;

(2) Unoccupiable spaces, such as rooms, enclosed spaces and storage spaces that
are not designed for human occupancy, for public accommodationsor for
work areas; and

(3) Occupiable spaces and rooms that are not open to the public and that house no
more than five persons, including, but not limited to equipment control rooms
and projection booths.

Waiver Criteria: There is no specific guidance for a waiver of this requirement in the
code. The Commission's current rule, authorized in Section 553.512, Florida Statutes,
provides criteria for granting waivers and allows consideration of unnecessary or extreme
hardship to the applicant if the specific requirements were imposed.
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REQUEST FOR WAIVER FROM ACCESSmILITY REQUIREMENTS
OF CHAPTER 553, PART V, FLORIDA STATUTES

our application will be reviewed by the Accessibility Advisory Council and its
:ecommendatjons will be presented to the Florida Building Commission. You will have the

t
Pportunity to answer questions andlor make a short presentation, not to exceed 15 minutes, at

.ach meeting. The Commissionwill consider all informationpresented and the Council's
ecommendation before voting on the waiver request.

. Name and address of project for which the waiver is requested.

Okeechobee High School- Stadium Pressbox
2800Highway441North .

Okeechobee, FL 34972
II

h. Name of Applicant. If other than the owner, please indicate relationship of applicant to
I'~wnerand written authorization by owner in spaceprovided:

ame:
ddress:

Applicant's Name: Dale Barrett, for Okeechobee County School Board

Applicant's Address: 700 S.W. 2ndAvenue, Okeechobee, FL 34974

Applicant's Telephone: 863-462-5000 F~: 863-462-5012

Applicant's E-mail Address: barrettd@okee.k12.D.us

Relationship to Owner: Director of Operations

Owner's Na.me: Okeechobee County School Board

700 S.W. 2ndAvenue, Okeechobee, FL 34974Owner's Address:

Owner's Telephone: 863-462-5000 FAJC: 863-463-5013

Owner's E-mail Address: N/A

Signature of Owner: # o-e;L, LL. ,
Phoebe Raulerson

Contact Person: Dale Barrett

, Superintendent

Contact Person's Telephone: 863-462-5000,e. 236 E-mail Address: barrettd@okee.k12.fl.ns

This application is a.vailablein alternate formats upon request.
Form No. 2001-01

3
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Please check one of the following:

(II]New construction.

] Addition to a building or facility.
II

1] Alteration to an existing building or fu:iJjty.
] Historical preservation (addition).

] Historical preservation (alteration).

. Type of facility. Please describe the building (square footage, number of floors). Define the
use of the building (ie., restaurant, office, retail, recreation, hoteJ/mote~ etc.)

II

:ePressbox is 54' x 9' W', with interior square footage of 424 sq. ft. The Pressbox would sit

n a slab at the top of the center bleacher section. Height :ttomfinish grade to top of Pressbox

,_oorslab is 34' 0". Structure used for game announcements, press

,roadcasts,Home and Visiting team coaches.
. Project Construction Cost (Provide cost for new construction, the addition or the
lteration):
ontractor's deduct for Pressbox - $ 34,548, A.rcbitect's estimate for elevator to Pressbox --
50,000 (Because Pressbox was not built during initial constn?ction of stadiu~ actual cost
oday is considerably higher.) (See contractor estimates) .

~. Project Status: Please check the phase of construction that best descn"besyour project at the

Ifimeoftrus application.Describestatus. .

I[X]Under Desjgn [] Under Construction"

I[] In Plan Review [ ] Completed"
11< BrieflyexpIamwhythe requesthasnowbeenreferredto the Commission.

The new stadium (Final Completion June 3, 2002) was built without the pressbox due to Florida

I Accessibility Code Elevator Re uirement.

I

/1

II

/,
4
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t Requirements requested to be waived. Please reference the applicable section of Florida
law. Only Florida-specific accessibility requirements may be waived.

Jlsue

Request waiver of Elevator to Pressbox Requirement, Vertical Accessibility,

t Section 553509, Florida Statules
sue

r

rue

L
~.Reason(s) for Waiver Request: The Florida BuildIDg Commission may grant waivers of

~

10rida-speCifiCaccessibilityrequirementsupon a determinationofunnecessary,unreasonableor
xtreme hardship. Please describe how this project meets the following hardship criteria.
xplain all that would apply for consideration of granting the waiver.

t] The hardship is caused by a condition or set of conditions affecting the owner which does not

it ownersingeneral .

I[X]Substantial financial costs will be incurred by the owner if the waiver is denied.

~nitialcost estimate from Architect for elevator to Pressbox was $50,000. This additional cost

I(requirement)would have jeopardized the funding of the Stadium Project.
If

'[x] The O'WIlerhas made a diligent investigation into the costs of compliance with the code, but
cannot find an efficient mode of compliance. Provide detailed cost estimates and, where
appropriate, photographs. Cost estimates must include bids and quotes.

The Owner, considering the Architect's estimate for the elevator, and the "Deduct" for the
essbox decided to elinUnatethe Pressbox due to budS!etconstrants._Duri.r.u!~ans review

Bv Mr. Bob Ra;mOLOfD.O.E.. no alternatives were fOUIJd-1hatwou14 satisfY t~
Accessibility Codes. D.C.A. indicated (at the time) that a waiver would not be an optioIL

5
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9. Provide documented cost estimates fOTeach portion of the waiver request and identify

I

any additional supporting data which may affect the cost estimates. For example, for vertical
accessibility, the lowest documented cost of an elevator, ramp, lift or other method of providing
vertical accessibility should be provided, documented by quotations or bids from at least two
vendors or contractors.

a.

I b.

c.

10. Licensed Design Professional: Where a licensed design professionalhas designed the
project,his or her commentsMUST be includedand certifiedby signatureand affixingof his or
her professionalseal The commentsmustincludethe reason(s)whythewaiveris necessary.

The pressbox for a stadium is a viable element for sPorts activities. The users for the pressbox
are the scorekeeper and coacp.es. The use by a handicappeq person woulfLbe extremely unlikely
or at best, very rare. I recommend granting this waiver..

I~AykL~ d..,/_.e. /C'UY~~daJJSignature PrintedName

Phone number W/. S~S'. ~$ ~

II (SEAL)

6
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bERTlFlCATION OF APPLICANT:
~

~

.

hereby swear or affirm that the applicable dbcmnents in support of this Request for Waiver are

tttached for review by the Florida Building Commission and that all statements made in this
application are to the best of my knowledge true and correct.

bated this 24th day of January

jl/~4~
fignature

Phoebe Raulerson, Superintendent of Schools

rrinted Name

I

~y signing this application, the applicant represents that the infonnation in it is true, accurate and
Icomplete.If the applicant misrepresents or omits any material information, the Commission may

~evoke any order and will notify the building official of the permitting jurisdiction Providing
I,falseinformation to the Commission is punishable as a misdemeanor under Section775.083,

IFlOridaStatutes.

, 20 03

Iii

II

II

I~

I'

I~

1,1

II

I'

I~

Iii

II

II 7
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VIEW ANDRECOMMENDATIONBYLOCAL BUILDINGDEPARTMENT.

lease state why the issue is being referred to the Florida Building Commission as well as a
'ecommendation for disposition. The Building Official or his or her designee should review the

ppplication and indicate that to the best of his or her knowledge, all information stipulated herein
~s true and accurate. Further, if this project is complete, explain why it is being referred to the

I

~ommission. The Building Official or his or her designee should sign a copy of the plans
/accompanyingthis application as certification that such plans are the same as those submitted for

Ilbuildingdepartment review. Please reference the applicable section of the Accessibility Code.

/Ia. 4.13 Accessible Buildings; New Construction

lib. Exception:

Ilc.

I

' Has there been any permitted construction activity on this building during the past three years? If
,so, what was the cost of construction?

II [] Yes [X] No Cost ofCoostruction Pressbox was deleted from stadiwn project due to cost of

II elevator requirement.

I

II CommentslReeommendation

, .

II

II Jurisdiction Okeechobee County School Board ..

II
BuiJding Official or Designee . ./1 t:~ ,ff ..u~.4-.c-c;~,

SIgnature
1/

II

1/

~

II

,i63-462-5000. 863-462-5012
Telephone/FAX

II Address: 700 SW 2ndAvenue

1/

II Okeechobee.FL 34974

1/

II

B.W. Huddle
Printed Name

BU OOOJ140
Certification Number

8
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FROMI:UREANEUILDINGSYSTEMSINC

DALE BARRETT
FAX NO. :17722883446

URBAN Bun.DINGSYSTEMS. INC.

3573 SW CORPORATE r AJl.XWAY
PALM C11Y.FL 34990.

PAGE 08/13
Nov. 07 2002 11:52AM F2

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

I

II

II

II

II

11/7/2002,10:30/IM OKEECrTOBEEHS STADIUM ET.EVATO:R.

EXHIBIT "A"

OKEECHOBEE H.S. STADIUM ELEVATOR ESTIMATE

OKE1:CHOBEE, FLORIDA

CSI DESCRIPTION COST PROt=lT TOTAl.
10.00%

1000 GENERALCONDmoNS S 60500.00 S 650.00 S 7,150.00

2000 sm WO S 1,000.00 S 100.00 $ 1.100.00

3000 CONCRETE $ 26.500.00 S 2,650.00 S 29,150.00

4000 MASONRY S 10,800.00 S 1,080.00 S 11,880.00

6000 CARPENTRY S 500.00 S 50.00 S 550.00

7000 SINGLEPI.Y ROOFING S 10.880.00 S 1.088.00 S 11,968.00

8000 ELEVATORCONTROLROOMDOORk L.O S 1.200.00 S 120.00 S 1,320.00

9000 FIN.ISHES
STUCCO S 6.800.00 $ 680.00 S 7,480.00

p S 1.500.00 S 150.00 S 1.650.00
ELEVATORFIOOR S 200.00 S 20.00 Si 220.00

]4000 ELEVATOR S 45,COO.CO $ 4,500.00 $ 49.500.00

16000 El.ECTRIC $ 2.000.00 . 200.00 $ 2,200.00

SUB roTAL S 112,880.00 S11.288.00 $ 124.168.00

COm1NGENCY(10%) $ 11,288.00 S 1.128.80 $ 12,416.80

SUB TOTAL S 124,168.00 $12.416.80 S 136,594.90

PAYMENT&.PERFORMANCEBOND S 1,639.02

TOTAL S 124.168.00 StZ.416.80 $ 138,223.82

NOTES:
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rOOOBurmaRoad.Suile 101 PalmBeach C~rdens, FL33403 561.626.9960 Fax: 561.626.9980
" $eptember 17. 2002
II

II Mr. Dale Barrett
, OkeechobeeCountySchools

II Re:

II'

II

Dear Mr. Barrett:

II'

II

II

~

II Our BUOGET based on Conceptual Plans is:

II Seven Hundred FiftY,Dollars.

/I

II

II

II 1.

1/ 2.3.

II 4.

II S.

II

II

II

II

II C.'MSWORD\fnyaoCl:IbIt'J6lngIOkeeHS 'DiOkee Eiev::l!or,doc

II

II

Elevator to Press Box - Conceptual Budget Proposal
OkeechobeeHighSchool - Okeechobee,Florida

We offer the following budget to furnish all supervision, labor, materials and equipment necessary to
perform all work associated with the referenced project. We have based this proposal upon phone
conversations with you, as well as Barger + Dean drawings of the existing stadium and pressbox dated
5/16/01. This budget Is based upon our construction experience and on our best assumptions as to the
final design of the Mure elev3tor tower. which is not designedat this time. We furtherbase our proposal
on the ClarificationsandExclusionsidentifiedon ourAttachment'A'.

$102,750.00 -- One Hundred Two Thousand

ATTACHMENT lA'

The following Clarifications, Exclusions and Value Engineering proposals shall apply to our enclosed Bid
for the Okeechobee High School Press Box Elevator project

We exclude the cost of all necessary building permits and any costs associated with impact fees
or any other special assessments or utilities connection fees.
We include costs for materials and soils density testing services as needed.
We excluderemovalor remediationsof any items that may be buriedundergroundand are not
clearlyidentifiedonthe bid documentsto be removedby the G.C. (I.E.-Muck, rock, conduits).
We have included the cost of a Performance and Payment bond in our budget.
We do not include the cost of the premium for a Builder's Risk Insurance policy.

~/JJ.-'2002
Date

General Contracto~ . Construction Management
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863-462-5000
Suncom 761-5000

700 S.W. Second Avenue
Okeechobcc, Florida 34974

Fax 863.46~5012

ChAirper~on
David Wilham:;

Vice Chftirper!lon
Joe Arnold
Members

Gay Carlron
Kelly Owens
India Riedel

superi

f
tendent

Patricia. Cooper,
E .D.

Okeechobee County School Board

Noveniber17,2005

Mary-Kathryn Smith
Department of Community Affairs
Florida Building Commission
2585 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100

Re: Okeechobee High School Accessibility Waiver

Dear Ms. Smith.

The total co:nstruction cost for the Okeechobee High School Stadium Bleachers
and Concessions Project amounted to $2,053,467.21.

The two cost estimates for accessibility were secured from contractors in
September and November, 2002. I would estimate that current costs for the
accessibility to the Okeechobee High School Stadium would be increased by 25%
over the 2002 estimates.

Thank you for your consideration.

7i~
Dale Barrett
Director of Operations

Enclosures
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FAX NO. :17722883446

PAGE 03/06

FROM UUREPNBUILDING SYSTEMS INC NO'J. 87 2002 11: S2AM P2

URBAN BUtLDrNG SYSTEMS. INC.

3573 SWCORPORATE PARKWAY
PALM CITY. FL 3~990.

1117/2002,10:30 AM. OKEEC!JOBEE HS STADruM' EtEV ATOP.

<4

EXIUBIT ,.,AI'

OKEECHOBEE H.S. STADIUM ELEVATOR ESTIMATE

OKEECHOBEE.,FLORIDA

CSI DEBCRIPTIOM COOT PROFIT TOTAL
10.00%

1000 GENERAL CONDmONS S 6.500.00 S 650.00 $ 7,150.00

2000 St11!WOro< $ 1,000.00 S lOO.OO $ 1.100.00

3000 CONCRETE S 26,500.00 S 2,650.00 S 29.150.00

4000 MASONRY S 10.800.00 $ ],080.00 S 11,880.00

(iOOO CARPEN1RY S 500.00 $ 50.00 5: 550.00

7000 SIJ{GLEPLY ROOFING $ 10.880.00 $ 1,088.00 $ 11,968.00

SOOO ELEVATOR CONTROLROOM DOOR &;LOTJVE!1 1.200.00 $ 120.00 S 1,320.00

9000 FINISHES
STUCCO S 6.800.00 $ 680.00 S 7,480.00

PAINTING S 1.500.00 $ 150.00 S 1,650.00
ELEVAroRFLOOR $ 200.00 S 20.00 S 220.00

14000 ELEVATOR S 45,000.00 S 4,500.00 $ 49.500.00

16000 ELECTRIC $ 2,000.00 $ 200.00 $ 2.200.00

SUB TOTAL S 112..8!lO.OO S 11.288.00 $ 124.168.00

CONTTNGENCY(lO%) $ 11.288.00 S 1,128.80 $ 11,416.&0

SUB TOTAL S 124,16&.00 $12.416.80 $ 136,584,80

PAYMENT&:PERFORMANCEBOND $ 1,639.02

TOTAL S 124,168.00 S12.416.80 $ 138,223.82

NOTES:
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9000 Burma Road. Suite' 01 Palm Beach Cardem, FL33403 561.625.9960 Fax:561.626.9980

eptember 17, 2002

~r, Dale Barrett
. €>keechobee County Schools

. re:
Elevator to Press Box - Conceptual Budget Proposal
Okeechobee High School - Okeechobee, Florida

, fear Mr. Barrett:

~:

f

We offer the following budget to furnish all supervision, labor, materials and equipment necessary to

t
erform aU work associated with the referenced project. We have based this proposal upon phone
onversations with you, as well as Barger + Dean drawings of the existing stadium and pressbox dated
/16/01, This budget is based upon our constructi,onexperience ,and on our best assumptions as to the

tinal design of the future elevator tower, which is not designed at this time. We further base our proposal

fn theClarificationsand Exclusions identified 011our Attachment 'A'.

~ur BUDGET based on Conceptual Plans is: $102,750.00 ~~ One Hundred Two Thousand
Seven Hundred Fifty Dol/3,r5.

II ATTACHMENT 'A'

[rhe fonowing Clarifications, Exclusions and Value Engineering proposals shall apply to our enclosed Bid

Ifor the Okeechobee High School Press Box Elevator project: ."
1.

We exclude the cost of all necessary building pem1its and any costs associated with impact fees
or any other special assessments or utilities connection fees.
We include costs for materials and soils density testing services as needed.
We exclude removal or remediations of any items that may be buried underground and are not
clearly identified on the bid documents to be removed by the G.C. (I.E.- Muck, rock, conduits).
We have included the cost of a Performance and Payment bond in our budget.
We do not include the cost of the premium for a Builder's Risk Insurancepolicy.

aniel W. Getson

IlprOjectManager/Estimator

~I (1/2002
Date

C:\MSWORD~Ib'Cldlng\Oree HS '0'101<-.0i:Jevetor.doc

J GeneralContractors. ConstructionManagementI


