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tial damage, and where required by this code, the
building official shall require the building to meet the
requirements of Section 1612 or Section R322 of the
International Residential Code, as applicable.

[A] 104.3 Notices and orders. The building official shall
issue necessary notices or orders to ensure compliance with
this code.
[A] 104.4 Inspections. The building official shall make the
required inspections, or the building official shall have the
authority to accept reports of inspection by approved agen-
cies or individuals. Reports of such inspections shall be in
writing and be certified by a responsible officer of such
approved agency or by the responsible individual. The build-
ing official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as
deemed necessary to report on unusual technical issues that
arise, subject to the approval of the appointing authority.
[A] 104.5 Identification. The building official shall carry
proper identification when inspecting structures or premises
in the performance of duties under this code.
[A] 104.6 Right of entry. Where it is necessary to make an
inspection to enforce the provisions of this code, or where
the building official has reasonable cause to believe that
there exists in a structure or on a premises a condition that is
contrary to or in violation of this code that makes the struc-
ture or premises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the
building official is authorized to enter the structure or prem-
ises at reasonable times to inspect or to perform the duties
imposed by this code, provided that if such structure or
premises be occupied that credentials be presented to the
occupant and entry requested. If such structure or premises is
unoccupied, the building official shall first make a reason-
able effort to locate the owner or other person having charge
or control of the structure or premises and request entry. If
entry is refused, the building official shall have recourse to
the remedies provided by law to secure entry.
[A] 104.7 Department records. The building official shall
keep official records of applications received, permits and
certificates issued, fees collected, reports of inspections, and
notices and orders issued. Such records shall be retained in
the official records for the period required for retention of
public records.
[A] 104.8 Liability. The building official, member of the
board of appeals or employee charged with the enforcement
of this code, while acting for the jurisdiction in good faith
and without malice in the discharge of the duties required by
this code or other pertinent law or ordinance, shall not
thereby be civilly or criminally rendered liable personally
and is hereby relieved from personal liability for any damage
accruing to persons or property as a result of any act or by
reason of an act or omission in the discharge of official
duties.

[A] 104.8.1 Legal defense. Any suit or criminal
complaint instituted against an officer or employee
because of an act performed by that officer or employee
in the lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions
of this code shall be defended by legal representatives of
the jurisdiction until the final termination of the proceed-
ings. The building official or any subordinate shall not be

liable for cost in any action, suit or proceeding that is
instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code.

[A] 104.9 Approved materials and equipment. Materials,
equipment and devices approved by the building official
shall be constructed and installed in accordance with such
approval.

[A] 104.9.1 Used materials and equipment. Materials
that are reused shall comply with the requirements of this
code for new materials. Used equipment and devices shall
not be reused unless approved by the building official.

[A] 104.10 Modifications. Where there are practical diffi-
culties involved in carrying out the provisions of this code,
the building official shall have the authority to grant modifi-
cations for individual cases, upon application of the owner or
the owner’s authorized agent, provided that the building offi-
cial shall first find that special individual reason makes the
strict letter of this code impractical, the modification is in
compliance with the intent and purpose of this code and that
such modification does not lessen health, accessibility, life
and fire safety or structural requirements. The details of
action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered
in the files of the department of building safety.

[A] 104.10.1 Flood hazard areas. The building official
shall not grant modifications to any provision required in
flood hazard areas as established by Section 1612.3
unless a determination has been made that:

1. A showing of good and sufficient cause that the
unique characteristics of the size, configuration or
topography of the site render the elevation stan-
dards of Section 1612 inappropriate.

2. A determination that failure to grant the variance
would result in exceptional hardship by rendering
the lot undevelopable.

3. A determination that the granting of a variance
will not result in increased flood heights, addi-
tional threats to public safety, extraordinary public
expense, cause fraud on or victimization of the
public, or conflict with existing laws or
ordinances.

4. A determination that the variance is the minimum
necessary to afford relief, considering the flood
hazard.

5. Submission to the applicant of written notice spec-
ifying the difference between the design flood
elevation and the elevation to which the building
is to be built, stating that the cost of flood insur-
ance will be commensurate with the increased risk
resulting from the reduced floor elevation, and
stating that construction below the design flood
elevation increases risks to life and property.

[A] 104.11 Alternative materials, design and methods of
construction and equipment. The provisions of this code
are not intended to prevent the installation of any material or
to prohibit any design or method of construction not specifi-
cally prescribed by this code, provided that any such
alternative has been approved. An alternative material,
design or method of construction shall be approved where
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