MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
METRO-DADE FLAGLER BUILDING

September 7, 2010

Mr. Theodare Berman, PE

Ted Berman and Associares, LLC
935 415t Street

Suice 104

Miami Beach, FL 33140

Re: Complaints for

FLI0&5S = Custom Hurricane Products, Inc. and
FLB3&3-RI - Armor Screen Corp.

Dear Mr. Bermarn:

BUILDING CODE COMPLIANCE OFFICE
METRO-DADE FLAGLER BUILDING

140 WEST FLAGLER STREET. SUITE 1633
w1AM], FLORIDA 331 30-1563

[ M5y 37820

FAX | 305} 375-2005

PRODUCT CONTROL DEVISION
(305 1752002
FAX (A05) 372-6354

This letzer is to formally request initiation of an investigation Pursuant to Rule $B-72.170 for each of the
referenced FL approvals for failure to list information critical for an engineer specifying such products.

Each of the referenced approvals is deficient in listing the transferred catenary load in order to determine the
adequate strength of corresponding structure supports. This aspect of the limits of use is needed to correctly

process a building permit.

This matter is further corroborated by the enclosed referral, which references the two mentioned FL approvals.

We request that this complaint be placed on the next scheduled Product Approval Program Oversight

Commictee (POC) agenda so that sald investigations are effected.

if we can be of additional assistance or you have any questions, please feel free to contact us accordingly.

sincerely,

Jaime D. Gascon, P.E.
Chief

Produce Control Divizian

Enclosures

cc Mo Madani, P.E., Florida Department of Community Affairs
Dariusz Reczek. P.E., Structural Engineer — City of Coral Gables

P PRODCNTLFRC Application Caomplaints 1 D Fabric Shumers ﬁwﬂldirﬁ

Internet muil address: BOCOHa miamidade. gov

Homepage: hitp:/'www, minmi
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Building and Zoning Depariment
FEh Camis § August 25, 2010

Ciry Hann S0 Biorsare Wy
Coral GanLes. Fuommoa 331%4

Mr. Jaime Gascon, PE

Product Control Division Chief
Miami Dade County

Building Code Compliance Office
140 W_ Flagler Street

Miami, Fl1 33128

[Dhear My, Gascon,

Within the past few weeks, our office received several submittals incorporating Florida State
Approved products which appear to be missing information eritical for an Engineer specifving
such products in order to determine adequate strength of corresponding supports.

The two readily available examples are FL 10654 and FL 8363 R1, both fabric screen shutters,
where the State Approved drawings do not appear to list additional reactions reflecling catenary-
type behavior of the product. Such reactions, occurring concurrent with the *direct’ loads, are
typically substantial and their magnitude well in excess of that of the *direct” loads. This, in our
professional opinion, well warrants 2 mention within the drawings together with a requirement
for verification of adequacy of the supporting structure(s).

In the past, our office has seen numerous submittals proposing anchoring such screens to
sidewalks, wood beams or similar structures presumably not originally intended to serve as
anchorage for such shutters. Frequently, following our request for calculations by the shutter
design engineer, we found that additional loads were in excess of a thousand pounds per liner
foot resulting in the Contrector having to either (i} select an alternative product or (it)
considerably strengthen the supponts.

As use of the fabric shutters is becoming more commonplace, we wish to ask for your assistance
in bringing this matter to the State's attention,
Thank you.

Sincerely,

M

Dariusz Reczek, PE
Structural Enpineer
City of Coral Gables

PO, Box 141549  Conral GARLES, FLORIDe 33 14-1540  Praosie [3)5] 460-3295
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