
DS 2026-042 – Oak Wells Aquatics  

Issue: The petitioner, Paul Malone of Oak Wells Aquatics, seeks a declaratory statement 

regarding whether the “NO DIVING” markings bearing both “NO DIVING” text and a “NO 

DIVING” pictographic symbol together and monochromatic “NO DIVING” pictographic 

symbol markings meet the requirements of Section 454.1.2.3.1 of the 8th Edition (2023) Florida 

Building Code, Building.  

Petitioner presents the following questions: 

1. Do the “NO DIVING” markings bearing both “NO DIVING” text and a “NO DIVING” 

pictographic symbol together meet the requirements of FBC Sec. 454.1.2.3.1?  

2. Do monochromatic “NO DIVING” pictographic symbol markings meet the requirements 

of FBC Sec. 454.1.2.3.1?  

 

Background: 
 

The Petitioner has an upcoming commercial swimming pool project that will require the 

installation of "NO DIVING" markings. The proposed markings will consist of both the "NO 

DIVING" symbol and the “NO DIVING” text, with the entire marking displayed in a single 

color. 

8th Edition (2023) Florida Building Code, Building 

SECTION 454 SWIMMING POOLS AND BATHING PLACES (PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE) 

454.1.2.3 Markings.  

454.1.2.3.1 Depth and markings. Depth and markings shall meet the following criteria:  

1. The minimum water depth shall be 3 feet (914 mm) except in sun shelves, wading pools, 

water-activity pools, and zero entry areas.  

2. Permanent depth markings followed by the appropriate full or abbreviated words “FEET,” 

“FT,” or “INCHES,” “IN,” shall be installed in minimum 4-inch-high (102 mm) numbers and 

letters on a contrasting background. Depth markers shall indicate the actual pool depth, within 3 

inches (76 mm), at normal operating water level when measured 3 feet (914 mm) from the pool 

wall.  

3. At a minimum, the markings shall be located on both sides of the pool at the shallow end, 

slope break, deep-end wall and deep point (if located more than 5 feet (1524 mm) from the deep-

end wall). Depth markings shall be legible from inside the pool and also from the pool deck. The 

maximum perimeter distance between depth markings is 25 feet (7620 mm). Pool size and 



geometry may necessitate additional depth marking placements about all sides of the pool to 

meet this requirement.  

4. When a curb is provided, the depth markings shall be installed on the inside and outside or top 

of the pool curb. When a pool curb is not provided, the depth markings shall be located on the 

inside vertical wall at or above the water level and on the edge of the deck within 2 feet (610 

mm) of the pool water. When open-type gutter designs are utilized, depth markers shall be 

located on the back of the gutter wall. When a coping stone with curved or angled underside is 

provided, the depth markings may be installed on the curved or angled coping underside, and 

outside or top of the pool curb. 

5. When deck level perimeter overflow systems are utilized, additional depth marking signs shall 

be posted nearby or placed on adjacent fencing or walls and the size shall be increased so they 

are recognizable from inside the swimming pool. Alternatively, tile depth markers may be placed 

at the top of the pool wall just under the water level. Depth markers placed on the pool deck shall 

be within 3 feet (914 mm) of the water.  

6. Those areas of the pool that are not part of an approved diving bowl shall have dark 

contrasting tile, 4-inch-high (102 mm) “NO DIVING” markings installed along the perimeter of 

the pool on the top of the pool curb or deck within 2 feet (610 mm) of the pool water with a 

maximum perimeter distance of 25 feet (7620 mm) between markings. A 6-inch (152 mm) tile 

with a 4-inch (102 mm) or larger red, international “NO DIVING” symbol may be substituted for 

the “NO DIVING” markings. “NO DIVING” markings are not required within the swimming 

pool.  

7. All markings shall be tile, except that pools constructed of fiberglass, thermoplastic or 

stainless steel may substitute other type markings when it can be shown that said markings are 

permanent and will not fade over time. This exemption does not extend to concrete pools that are 

coated with fiber glass. Tile alternative examples include stone or manufactured plaques with 

engraved or sandblasted numbers and characters with permanent paint. Permanent appliqués may 

be used for fiberglass, thermoplastics or stainless-steel pools. All markings installed on 

horizontal surfaces shall have a slip-resistant finish. Markings shall be flush with the surrounding 

area where placed and recessed if necessary to provide a smooth finish that will avoid creation of 

an injury hazard to bathers. Pools that are not conducive to tile can employ other equivalent 

markings as stated above. 

 

Staff Analysis: 

Question #1: 

Do the “NO DIVING” markings bearing both “NO DIVING” text and a “NO DIVING” 

pictographic symbol together meet the requirements of FBC Sec. 454.1.2.3.1?  

 

 



Answer: 

Option #1/Petitioner:  

Yes, “NO DIVING” marking bearing both “NO DIVING” text and a “NO DIVING” 

pictographic symbol together meet the requirements of FBC Sec. 454.1.2.3.1. 

Option #2/Staff: 

The answer to the Petitioner's question is yes.  A "NO DIVING" marking that incorporates both 

the "NO DIVING" text and the international "NO DIVING" pictographic symbol may be 

considered to meet the requirements of Section 454.1.2.3.1 of the Florida Building Code, 

Building, 8th Edition (2023), provided that the marking otherwise complies with the applicable 

provisions of the code regarding location, size and contrast. 

Question #2: 

Do monochromatic “NO DIVING” pictographic symbol markings meet the requirements of FBC 

Sec. 454.1.2.3.1?  

Answer: 

Option #1/Petitioner:  

Yes, monochromatic “NO DIVING” pictographic symbol markings meet the requirements of 

FBC Sec. 454.1.2.3.1. 

Option #2/Staff: 

The answer to the Petitioner’s question is no. Section 454.1.2.3.1 of the Florida Building Code, 

Building, 8th Edition (2023), specifically authorizes the substitution of the "NO DIVING" text 

with a 6-inch tile bearing a 4-inch or larger red international "NO DIVING" symbol. Because the 

code expressly requires the international symbol to be red and does not provide for a 

monochromatic alternative, a monochromatic "NO DIVING" pictographic symbol does not 

comply with the prescriptive requirements of Section 454.1.2.3.1.   


