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Statute(s), Agency Rule(s), Agency Order(s) and/or Code Section(s) which a
Declaratory Statement is sought:

Florida Building Code, Building -8 t Edition (2023)
Chapter 4, Section 454.1.2.3

Background:

Petitioner is a licensed swimming pool and spa contractor servicing the

Jacksonville area. The Petitioner builds and renovates commercial swimming
pools and spas.

The Petitioner has an upcoming new commercial pool build that will require the use
of "NO DIVING" markings; the client is requesting that the marking use both the "NO
DIVING" symbol and text and that the marking be a single color. The



Petitioner seeks clarification on the “NO DIVING™ marking requirements of the
Florida Building Code.

The Petifioner believes that code does not specify the use of a particular “NO
DIVING™ pictographic symbol and the code does not prohibit the use of
markings bearing both "NO DIVING" fext and a "NO DIVING" pictographic
symbol together (See Exhibit A)

454.1.2.3 Markings.
454.1.2.3.1 Depth and markings.
Depth and markings shall meet the following criteria:

6. Those areas of the pool that are not part of an approved diving bowl
shall have dark contrasting tile, 4-inch-high (102 mm) “NO DIVING”
markings installed along the perimeter of the pool on the top of the pool
curb or deck within 2 feet (610 mm) of the pool water with a maximum
perimeter distance of 25 feet (7620 mm) between markings. A é-inch (152
mm) tile with a 4-inch {102 mm] or larger red, international “*NO DIVING”
symbol may be substifuted for the “NO DIVING" markings. “NO DIVING”
markings are not required within the swimming pool.

Use of Text and Pictographic “NO DIVING" Markings

While the code stafes that “NO DIVING” text is required but that “NO DIVING”
symbol can be used in ifs place, the code does not prohibit the use of both text
and symbol fogether. The intent of the code is to warn that driving is unsafe and
not permitted. The use of both English text and the pictographic no diving
symbol improves the communication that diving is unsafe and not permitted
regardless of English literacy/proficiency. The use of a combination marking
more than meets the requirements that the code sets out.

“NO DIVING” Symbol

Furthermore, the code does not specify any partficular “NO DIVING” symbol nor
specifically reference ether ISO markings standard. Nothing in the code would
prohibit the use of a monochromatic “NO DIVING” symbol that does not
specifically meet the ISO black and red symbol standard.

Questions:



1. Do "NO DIVING" markings bearing both “NO DIVING" text and a “NO
DIVING" pictographic symbol together meet the requirements of F.R.C.
Sec. 454.1.2.3.1¢

2. Do monochromatic "NO DIVING" pictographic symbol markings meet
the requirements of F.B.C. Sec. 454.1.2.3.12

Recommended Answer:

1. Yes, “NO DIVING" markings bearing both “NO DIVING" text and a “"NO
DIVING" pictographic symbol together meet the requirements of F.B.C.
Sec. 454.1.2.3.1.

2. Yes, monochromatic “NO DIVING" pictographic symbol markings meet
the requirements of F.B.C. Sec. 454.1.2.3.1.

Respectfully Submitted,

Paul Malone
Partner / Owner
Oak Wells Aquatics
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EXHIBIT A

Common Commercially Available “NO DIVING” tile markers.
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