DS 2026-041 — Custom Pool Systems (CPS Outdoors)

Issue: The petitioner, Jeremy Guillen of Custom Pool Systems (CPS Outdoors), seeks a
declaratory statement regarding whether tile is allowed to be used as finishing material for
commercial swimming pools and spa regardless of the shell material used.

Petitioner presents the following question:

Is tile allowed to be used as finishing material for commercial swimming pools and spa,
regardless of the shell material used?

Background:

The Petitioner has upcoming new construction and renovation projects where the client is
requesting that the swimming pool be finished completely with tile. The pool structures on
these projects will be constructed of Gunite/shotcrete.

8th Edition (2023) Florida Building Code, Building

SECTION 454 SWIMMING POOLS AND BATHING PLACES (PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE)

454.1.2.1 Pool structure. Pools shall be constructed of concrete or other impervious and
structurally rigid material. All pools shall be watertight, shall be free from structural cracks and
shall have a nontoxic smooth and slip-resistant finish. All elevated pools constructed of concrete
shall have waterproofing integral to the mix, or applied over the surface prior to the final surface
application. All materials shall be installed in accordance with manufacturer’s specifications
unless such specifications violate Chapter 64E-9, Florida Administrative Code, rule requirements
or the approval criteria of NSF/ANSI Standard 50 or NSF/ANSI Standard 60.

(a) Tile used in less than 3 feet (914 mm) of water must be slip resistant. A minimum 4-inch (102
mm) tile line, each tile a minimum size of 1 inch (25 mm) on all sides, shall be installed at the
water line, but shall not exceed 12 inches (305 mm) in height if a dark color is used. Gutter-type
pools may substitute 2-inch (51 mm) tile, each a minimum size of 1 inch (25 mm) on all sides,

along the pool wall edge of the gutter lip.

(b) One inch (25 mm) square tile may be used if the manufacturer has specified the adhesive for
use underwater to adhere the type of tile used [vitreous (glass) or ceramic]. Tiles shall not have

sharp edges exposed that could cause bather injury.

(c) The grout line is allowed to be included when meeting the 1-inch (25 mm) square tile



requirements, if the tile is sold and distributed as nominal or trade size tile.

454.1.2.4 Color. Pool floors and walls shall be white or light pastel in color and shall have the
characteristic of reflecting rather than absorbing light. Floors and walls in slide landing areas,
and in pools with a maximum depth of 24 inches (610 mm) or less, are exempt from this color
requirement. The interior finish coating floors and walls shall be comprised of a nonpigmented
white cementitious binder component together with a sand/ aggregate component. The finish
coating shall have a dry lightness level (CIE L value) of 80.0 or greater and a wet luminous
reflectance value (CIE Y value) of 50.0 or greater, as determined by test results provided by the
manufacturer, utilizing testing methodology from American Standard ASTM D4086, ASTM
E1477, ASTM E1347. Pools constructed of fiberglass, thermoplastic, or stainless steel shall be
subject to the same interior finish color requirements. A minimum 4-inch (102 mm) tile line,
each tile a minimum size of 1 inch (25 mm) on all sides, shall be installed at the water line, but
shall not exceed 12 inches (305 mm) in height if a dark color is used. Gutter-type pools may
substitute a 2-inch (51 mm) tile line, each tile a minimum size of 1 inch (25 mm) on all sides,

along the pool wall edge of the gutter lip.

Staff Analysis:

Question:

Is tile allowed to be used as finishing material for commercial swimming pools and spa,
regardless of the shell material used?

Answer:

Option #1/Petitioner:

Yes, tile is an allowable finishing material for commercial swimming pools and spas,
regardless of the shell material used as long as it meets all color and slip resistance
requirements of the Florida Building Code.

Option #2/Staff:

The answer to the Petitioner's question is yes. Tile may be used as the interior finishing material
for commercial swimming pools and spas regardless of the shell material, provided that the pool
complies with the applicable requirements of Sections 454.1.2.1 and 454.1.2.4 of the Florida
Building Code, Building, 8th Edition (2023), including the requirements governing installation,
slip resistance and color.



