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Statute(s), Agency Rule(s), Agency Order(s) and/or Code Section(s) which a
Declaratory Statement is sought:

Florida Building Code, Building — 8th Edition (2023)
Chapter 4, Section 454.1.2.4
Florida Statutes Sec. 553.73(4) (b)

Background:

Petitioner is a licensed swimming pool and spa contractor servicing areas of
Miami-Dade County. The Petitioner builds and renovates commercial swimming
pools and spas.



Petitioner has upcoming new construction and renovation projects where the
client is requesting that the swimming pool be finished completely with tile. The
pool structures on these projects will be constructed Gunite/shotcrete.

Petitioner seeks clarification on whether or not file may be used as a finish for
commercial pools and spas regardless of shell type on upcoming hew
commercial construction and commercial renovations.

Petitioner believes that tile is an allowable finish under Florida Building Code 8th
Edition (2023) and all previous editions of the code and is hot excluded from use
by Section 454.1.2.4.

454.1.2.4 Color.

"Pool floors and walls shall be white or light pastel in color and shall have
the characteristic of reflecting rather than absorbing light. Floors and walls
in slide landing areas, and in pools with a maximum depth of 24 inches
(610 mm) or less, are exempt from this color requirement. The interior finish
coating floors and walls shall be comprised of a nonpigmented white
cementitious binder component together with a sand/aggregate
component. The finish coating shall have a dry lightness level (CIE L value)
of 80.0 or greater....."

Tile has an exceptionally long history of use as pool finish. The first swimming
pools built in the State of Florida over 100 years ago, ufilized file as finishing
material. Tile has a long and proven history as a pool and spa finish. The
disallowance ftile would be to discriminate against a material of demonstrated
capabilities, which is prohibited under Florida Statutes Sec. 553.73(4) (b)

553.73(4)(b) “...requirements are not discriminatory against materials,
products, or construction techniques of demonstrated capabilities.”

If the original intent of the Florida Building Commission in adopting the language
Section 454.12.4 was to disallow file, then, the Commission would have done so
in violation of the Floria statues. Given the history of tile as swimming pool and
spa finish and the continued use of tile as a finish from the éh Edition (2017)
Florida Building Code until today it is clear that the intent of the Commission was
not to disallow the use of tile as pool finish.



Question: Is file allowed to be used as finishing material for commercial
swimming pools and spa, regardless of the shell material used?

Recommended Answer: Yes, tile is an allowable finishing material for
commercial swimming pools and spas, regardless of the shell material used as
long as it meets all color and slip resistance requirements of the Florida Building
Code.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Jeremy Guillen
Vice President
CPS Outdoors




