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Energy Technical Advisory Committee - 

DS 2026-023 - Kalos Services Inc. (Petitioner request withdrawal) 

Question #1: 

Does the installation identified in the above description trigger the threshold of a renovated building as referenced by 

the Florida Building Code, Energy Conservation Eighth Edition (2023) (FBCEC) Section R101.4.2. as defined in the 

FBCEC? 

Answer: See answer to question 3. 

Question #2: 

Does the installation identified in the above description trigger a change of occupancy type? 

Answer: 

The answer to the Petitioner’s question is no.  Pursuant to the definition of “Change of Occupancy” of the Florida 

Building Code, Existing Building, 8th Edition (2023), the proposed level of work does not alter the use or function of 

the garage and therefore, the proposed work does not result in a change of occupancy. 

Question #3: 

Is the installation identified in the above description within a previously unconditioned building to which comfort 

conditioning is added? 

Answer:  

Pursuant to the definitions of “addition,” “cooled space,” and “conditioned space” in the Florida Building Code, 

Energy Conservation, 8th Edition (2023), the installation of a mini-split system capable of providing cooling or 

heating to the garage in question constitutes the addition of comfort conditioning to a previously unconditioned space. 

As such, the installation triggers compliance with Section R503.2 of the Florida Building Code, Energy Conservation, 

8th Edition (2023), requiring the space to comply with the applicable provisions of the Florida Building Code – 

Energy Conservation. 

Question #4: 

Does the provisions of the FBC, Energy Conservation – Residential apply beyond the scope established in Section 

R101 such that installation of a ductless mini-split system that contains dehumidification controls in a garage within a 



building that currently contains comfort conditioning, and project does not meet the definition of a “renovated 

building” and a change of occupancy has not occurred, would trigger full Energy Code Compliance? 

Answer: See answers to questions 2 and 3. 

Special Occupancy Technical Advisory Committee/ Code Admin Technical Advisory 

Committee/ Structural Technical Advisory Committee - 

 DS 2026-016 – City of Cape Coral  

Question #1: 

Does the Florida Building Code apply to floating structures that are not classified as vessels and are not defined as 

“floating residential structures,” but used for commercial or non-residential purposes and intended for occupancy? 

Answer: 

The answer to the Petitioner’s question is yes. Pursuant to Section 102.2 of the Florida Building Code, Building, 
8th Edition (2023), the Florida Building Code applies to “floating commercial structures.” Accordingly, the 
floating structure at issue falls within the scope of the Florida Building Code. 

Question #2: 

If applicable, should such floating structures be regulated as “structure” under the Florida Building Code, including 

compliance with structural, life safety, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, fuel-gas and flood-resistant construction 

provisions? 

Answer: 

The answer to the Petitioner’s question is yes. The floating structure in question would be required to meet the 
applicable structural, life safety, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, fuel gas and flood resistant construction 
provisions of the Florida Building Code. 

Question #3: 

Are floating structures that are permanently moored, connected to utilities, and intended for occupancy required to 

comply with FBC Chapter 16 (Structural), Section 1612 (Flood Loads), and ASCE 24, including applicable local 

freeboard requirements? 

Answer: See answer to question #2. 

Question #4: 

In the absence of a specific definition within the Florida Building Code, what is the appropriate regulatory framework 

for ensuring uniform application and enforcement across jurisdiction? 

Answer:  

Based on the answers to Questions 1 through 3, an answer to this section is neither necessary nor applicable. 

 



Electrical Technical Advisory Committee – 

DS 2026-022 – City of Cape Coral  

Question #1: 

For the specific installation described above, a wood-framed residential dock equipped with electrical systems (boat 

lift, luminaires, and receptacles), does NEC 555.13, as adopted by the Florida Building Code, require bonding of the 

permanently affixed metal ladder that extends into and is in direct contact with the water? 

Answer: 

The answer to the Petitioner’s question is yes. Pursuant to Section 555.13 of the 2020 National Electrical Code (NEC), 

all metal parts in contact with the water, as well as all non–current-carrying metal parts likely to become energized, are 

required to be bonded to the grounding system. Accordingly, the permanently affixed metal ladder at issue must be 

bonded to the grounding system in accordance with Section 555.13 of the 2020 NEC.  However, the authority having 

jurisdiction has the authority to make final determination based on the specific location of the electrical source in 

relation to the ladder in question. 

Question #2: 

For the same installation, does the presence of energized electrical equipment located on the dock (including a boat 

lift, luminaires, and receptacles) cause the metal ladder, which is affixed to the structure and in contact with the water, 

to be considered a “non-current-carrying metal part likely to become energized under NEC 555.13, thereby requiring 

bonding? 

Answer: See answer to question 1. 

Question #3: 

For the described dock installation, does the requirement in NEC 555.13 for “all metal parts in contact with the water” 

apply to the metal ladder independent of its connection to the electrical system, solely based on its physical condition 

of being in contact with the water? 

Answer: See answer to question 1. 

Question #4: 

For the described installation, where electrical equipment is present on the dock and the metal ladder extends into the 

water, should the potential for electrical current to be introduced into the water be considered in determining whether 

the metal ladder is required to be bonded under NEC 555.13, due to the risk of electrical shock hazards to the 

individuals using or swimming near the dock? 

Answer: See answer to question 1. 

 

 

 

 



Code Admin Technical Advisory Committee/ Structural Technical Advisory Committee - 

DS 2026-024 – Bliss & Nyitray, Inc. 

Question: 

Does Section 110.8.1 require that we list the inspection of windows in this new building as a mandatory inspection? 

Answer: 

Pursuant to Section 110.8.1 of the Florida Building Code, Building (2023), the structural inspection plan for a 
threshold building must be prepared by the engineer or architect of record and reviewed and accepted by the 
enforcing agency. The design professional is responsible for determining the structural elements and related 
inspections to be included in the plan. The inclusion of impact windows in the structural inspection plan is 
dependent on whether they are part of, or critical to, the structural system or load path, as determined by the 
engineer or architect of record and subject to acceptance by the enforcing agency. 

DS 2026-025 – Bliss & Nyitray, Inc. 

Question #1: 

For the project in question, does report number 318 require the inspection of the replacement windows? 

Answer: 

The answer to the Petitioner’s question is no. The replacement of impact- resistant and non-impact-resistant windows, 

doors, and louvers with equivalent products within the same rough openings, where no structural members are 

modified, does not constitute work that modifies the structural system or structural loading of the building. 

Accordingly, the scope of work for the project in question does not require special inspection pursuant to section 

110.8.1 of the Florida Building Code, 8th Edition (2023). 

Question #2: 

If yes, then does that mean that inspection is required for the doors and louvers as well? 

Answer: 

See answer to question #1. 

Structural Technical Advisory Committee - 

DS 2026-014 – Jax Apex Technology, Inc. 

Question #1:  

Does Section R301.2.1.1 of the Florida building Code residential permit the use of ASCE 7 engineered design to 

determine wind load for the building? 

Answer:  

The answer to the Petitioner’s question is yes. Pursuant to Section R301.2.1.1 of the Florida Building Code, 

Residential, 8th Edition (2023), ASCE 7 is an acceptable method for determining wind loads and performing 

engineered design for the project in question. 



Question #2:  

When engineering design in accordance with ASCE 7 is used for the buildings in question, must the design also 

comply with the deemed to comply standards (in this case WFCM and ICC600)? 

Answer:  

The answer to the Petitioner’s question is no. Section R301.2.1.1 of the Florida Building Code, Residential, 8th 

Edition (2023), requires buildings to be designed in accordance with one or more of the listed methods, including 

ASCE 7. Section R301.1.3 permits structural elements that do not conform to the prescriptive provisions to be 

designed in accordance with accepted engineering practice. Accordingly, when an engineered design in accordance 

with ASCE 7 is used, compliance with prescriptive standards such as the AWC Wood Frame Construction Manual 

(WFCM) and ICC 600 is not required, provided the design meets all applicable requirements of the Florida Building 

Code – Residential. 

Code Admin Technical Advisory Committee – 

DS 2026-026 – Steve’s Windows & Doors 

Question #1: 

Whether Section 110.8.5 of the 8th Edition (2023) Florida Building Code, Building applies to the issuance of a 

building permit for the project described, involving the replacement of existing windows and doors in a threshold 

building, where no alteration is made to the size of the openings or to structural framing members? 

Answer: 

The answer to the Petitioner’s question is no. Section 110.8.5 of the Florida Building Code, Building, 8th Edition 

(2023), does not apply to the issuance of a building permit for the project described. The project consists of the 

replacement of existing windows and doors in a threshold building, with no alteration to the size of the openings or 

modification of structural framing members. Accordingly, the work does not constitute the “construction of a 

threshold building” within the meaning of Section 110.8.5. 

Question #2: 

Whether Section 110.8.5 of the 8th Edition (2023) Florida Building Code, Building is limited in scope to only permits 

issued for the new construction of a threshold building and does not apply to such alteration or restoration work? 

Answer: See answer to question 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


