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May 27, 2026

Mo Madani, Technical Director, Florida Building Commission
Florida Department of Business & Professional Regulation (DBPR)
Mo.Madani@myfloridalicense.com

Subject: Support for Staff Analyses on DS 2026-024, DS 2026-025, and DS 2026-026
Dear Mr. Madani,

On behalf of the 350-member companies of the Fenestration & Glazing Industry Alliance (FGIA) who
manufacture curtainwalls, storefront systems, windows, doors, skylights plus the glazing and other
components that go into them for commercial and residential construction needs, we appreciate the
opportunity to provide comments of support for the staff analyses that were provided for petitions DS
2026-024, DS 2026-025, and DS 2026-026. On behalf of our many member companies who do business
in Florida, FGIA respectfully urges the Technical Advisory Committees (TACs) and the Florida Building
Commission (FBC) to adopt the recommended responses in those analyses.

Since the issuance of Binding Interpretation 318 (Bl 318) on January 26, 2026, FGIA members have been
contacted by those directly impacted. Many in the window and door industry across Florida, specifically
those who sell and install the products, have contacted our member companies asking for clarification
and assistance. They have expressed significant concerns as a result of the many unintended
consequences resulting from Bl 318. Specifically, Bl 318 has:

¢ Raised costs for property owners and condominium associations, with reported added inspection
expenses that in some cases are up to 10% of the total costs of the windows.

o Created project delays and capacity problems because there are not enough special inspectors
available to cover the expanded workload.

o Discouraged impact-resistant and energy-efficient window, door and glazing upgrades,
undermining hurricane preparedness, consumer affordability and public safety.

o Disrupted building contractors and specialty glazing contractor businesses that have historically
performed window and door replacement under normal permitting, causing Florida job losses and
reduced business activity.

Threshold building special inspection was designed to address serious structural safety concerns,
particularly risks of structural failure or collapse. Treating routine window and door replacement as a
structural system modification, as was done in Bl 318, goes far beyond that intent. We believe the DBPR
staff analyses rectify the situation.

DS 2026-024

FGIA believes the staff analysis for DS 2026-024 correctly reflects the longstanding interpretation of
structural inspection plans for new threshold buildings. The engineer or architect of record is qualified to
determine which structural elements must be included in the plan.
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DS 2026-025

FGIA agrees with the staff analysis for DS 2026-025 addressing replacement windows, doors and
louvers. If the replacement work does not modify structural members nor alter the size of the rough
opening, a special inspection should not be required. This clarification will also rectify the many
unintended consequences of Bl 318. Ordinary window and door replacement work should not
automatically be treated as a threshold structural modification. Rather, this type of work should remain
subject to the normal permitting and building department inspection process.

DS 2026-026

Licensed installers have expressed grave concerns about how Bl 318 has drastically impacted their
business. Skilled, licensed specialty contractors and building contractors who have historically been able
to do this work should continue to be able to do so. We support the staff analysis that clarifies that
replacement window and door work, with no alteration to the size of the openings or modification of
structural framing members, does not constitute the construction of a threshold building and therefore a
general contractor is not required. This clarity is needed to ensure specialty contractors, such as glass
and glazing, and structure contractors, as well as building contractors, can continue providing
replacement window and door work, as they have done for decades.

FGIA appreciates the important work the Florida Building Commission (FBC) provides to ensure strong
building codes that protect Florida's citizens, visitors and structures. We believe the staff analyses
preserve the intended scope of threshold building special inspection requirements and provides much-
needed regulatory clarity to stakeholders. We urge the TACs and the FBC to support the suggested
responses to petitions DS 2026-024, DS 2026-025, and DS 2026-026.

Sincerely,

SM' ‘W‘Eﬂ%&k
Jennifer Hatfield

FGIA Codes Consultant
jen@jhatfieldandassociates.com
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