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LRPP Activity:  Code Promulgation

Narrative Summary of Issue:

The division requests $       in recurring Other Personal Services budget authority in the Operating Trust Fund to  conduct testing and studies of building systems for hurricane resistance to support development of standards for the Florida Building Code.

Current Situation/Unmet Need:

The Florida Building Commission created the Hurricane Research Advisory Committee to identify research related to 2004 and 2005 hurricane building failures, identify key issues that require additional research, and advise the Commission on major issues prior to consideration of proposed code amendments.   During 2004-05,  the Committee developed and ranked a list of issues requiring research and development to make Florida’s structures and products more storm resistant.  Several of the Committee’s recommendations were implemented via an “expedited” amendment process in 2005.  Other recommendations requiring additional development effort were adopted with the Glitch Code amendments in 2006, and additional Code amendments are being considered for the 2007 Florida Building Code.  The Florida Building Commission has developed and implemented criteria considered “quick fix” or that required “moderate development.”  Other identified issues require long-range research and development to reach a recommended solution.  

Proposed Solution/Initiative:

The resiliency of Florida’s building stock begins with fundamental research to evaluate the performance of current building systems and products.  Knowledge of the vulnerability of structures and building systems has increased significantly through research and testing, but better information is needed to improve the ability to understand critical problems and implement solutions. The proposed approach to overcoming these obstacles is to focus on research.  

Scientists predict increasing hurricane activity and the Florida Building Commission must be able to quickly assess building problems and respond with code upgrades. The most efficient and expeditious method to accomplish this is to provide the Commission with a recurring funding source that allows it to quickly respond with research and standards development.    

Currently, the Commission requests additional budget authority for specific code issues, but must draw from the Other Personal Services (OPS) category to fund critical research on issues that arise throughout the fiscal year.  Often the Commission must choose to address wind-related property damage or “life-safety” issues, but delay issues that are important to the economic wellbeing of homeowners and businesses and the state’s economy, such as energy efficiency standards. 

Florida’s leadership in the development of progressive, enforceable building codes will be further enhanced by this next-generation approach to identifying critical issues and obtaining workable solutions via testing  

The Department of Community Affairs Building Code Trust Fund can easily support funding an additional $       each fiscal year for research and development.  

Impact of Not Funding Issue:

The State of Florida must invest in developing practical, cost-effective, and sound scientific solutions to the problem of severe wind induced damage to hurricane-prone communities.  The impact of not funding this issue will be reflected in the impact of future storms, i.e., damaged/destroyed homes and businesses, increased insurance rates, and displacement of thousands of citizens before, during, and after storms, 
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	Description
	$1,751,255
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Provide audio equipment (mikes, screens, etc) for Florida Building Commission meetings
	$57,000
	
	

	
	Prepare Florida Building Commission meeting minutes
	$20,000
	
	

	
	Provide software for Building Code Triage Team (conduct forensic analysis of Category II and above windstorm events
	$6,000
	
	

	
	Building Officials Association of Florida - issue nonbinding opinions on Florida Building Code: $107 per opinion
	$25,000
	
	

	
	Provide technical assistance on Florida Building Code issues (engineers)
	$50,000
	
	

	
	Compile statistical data based on energy forms completed by contractors
	$16,275
	
	

	
	Upgrade Building Code Information System  modules (product approval, Commission), and develop binding opinions module.
	$550,000
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Provide facilitation services to obtain  consensus opinions of Florida Building Code related issues
	$102,000
	
	

	
	Outreach and training on the Florida Building Code (building professionals, design professionals, and contractors)
	$250,000
	
	

	
	Monitor each DCA approved manufacturer and third-party agency once a year, review three sets of plans approved by third-party agencies each year.  
	$175,000
	
	

	
	Match grant from Department of Energy to upgrade commercial and residential energy computer programs
	$20,000
	
	

	
	OPS- technical assistance on Building Code Information Systems
	$33,000
	
	

	
	OPS - Dissemination of information re: Florida Building Commission and Florida Building Code
	$30,000
	
	

	
	Purchase amendments to 2004 Florida Building Code for staff and commissioners (per contract)
	$15,000
	
	

	
	OPS-answer telephone, copying, etc.
	$15,000
	
	

	
	Windborne Debris Study
	$250,000
	
	

	
	Purchase 2006 FBC amendments, update brochures, printing, etc.
	$136,980
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	$1,751,255
	
	 


