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Attachments
Joseph Belcher for FHBA

Yes
12/12/2018

Approved as Submitted

401.2

Pending Review

No4
Proponent

Affects HVHZ
Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

EN8045  4

Comments
General Comments Alternate LanguageYes No

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification
Eliminated mandatory automatic controlled receptacles.

Rationale
ASHRAE 90.1 requires at least 50% of electric receptacles (125 volt, 15-and 20-amp) be on a control that cuts power off after some 
period of time or when areas are unoccupied. The provisions apply to receptacles in private offices, conference rooms, copy or printer 
rooms, break rooms, classrooms and individual workstations. 

Numerous Florida electrical contractors report that there are significant associated costs to compliance. There is concern that in actual 
practice there is very little energy saved. The reasons for potentially diminished savings depend upon occupants choosing to use the 
controlled receptacles and upon the actual power saved when chosen devices are automatically switched off. 

Persons working in the spaces tend to not use the controlled outlets. Reasons cited are they do not want to risk the receptacle turning 
off while they are using computers, telephone chargers, radios and other devices. Many workers intentionally leave personal 
computers on to allow access from outside the work location. Break rooms typically have microwaves, refrigerators, other appliances 
with clocks, coffee pots with warmer plates and controlled receptacles based on occupancy can create a myriad of problems. The 
controlling devices are considerably more expensive than a typical uncontrolled outlet with little chance of return through energy 
savings.

Electric contractors and others express concerns about the increased use of extension cords and power strips to avoid the controlled 
receptacles. There is also a serious potential for uncontrolled circuits to be overloaded with outlet multipliers and other devices meant 
for temporary use. The cumulative effect is believed to be increasing fire hazards. This proposal will eliminate the mandatory use of 
controlled receptacles. Building owners would still have the option to use such controls on their own volition

Fiscal Impact Statement
Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No impact.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code
Should result in reduced construction costs for property owners.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code
Will result in reduced construction costs for industry.

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code

Will result in reduced construction costs for small business.

Requirements
Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The change impacts public health and safety by eliminating a provision that indirectly may increase potential fire hazards.
Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The change improves the code by eliminating a provision that indirectly may increase potential fire hazards.
Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

The change does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities.
Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

The proposed change upgrades the effectiveness of the code.

2nd Comment Period

EN
80

45
-G

1
  

Proponent  Bryan Holland Submitted 5/21/2019 YesAttachments

Comment:
Please reconsider this proposed modification and vote "quot;no affirmative recommendation". The section of the code being 
modified is not appropriate. C401.2.1 applies to those buildings elected by the owner or design professional to comply with 
ASHRAE 90.1 by choice. However, those who elect to comply with one of the other two compliance paths (C401.2.2 or C401.2.3) 
will still have to comply with C405.6 as this is a mandatory provision. Why would we want to exempt automatic receptacle 
requirements in ASHRAE 90.1 compliant buildings while still mandating this requirement in FBC, Energy Conservation compliant 
buildings? Besides, the substantiation provided by the proponent is unfounded and inaccurate. Please see the rationale and 
substantiation attached for the FACTS and TRUTH about automatic receptacle control.
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