
Plumbing
Proposed Code Modifications

Including Comments

This document created by the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation - 
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TAC: Plumbing

Total Mods for Plumbing: 26

Sub Code: Existing Building

Plumbing2017 Triennial



Attachments

Josh Madden

No

12/20/2015

Pending Review

609.2

Pending Review

No6

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6668  1

Related Modifications

6610, 6661

Summary of Modification

Adopt high efficiency flow rates for plumbing fixtures and fittings.

Rationale

As a concerned citizen and native Floridian I care about and enjoy Florida&#39;s water resources and natural ecosystems. This State 

has been blessed with a wealth of springs, wetlands, river, and lakes. These systems are not only a pleasure to enjoy in a recreational 

sense and provide a large economic benefit to the region, but are in fact essential to public health, safety and well being. In many 

areas of the State, there have been well documented negative impacts on springs, lakes, aquifers and other water resources as a 

result of over pumping of groundwater. Domestic consumption of publicly supplied water is one of the largest uses of water. As 

population in the State continues to grow, demand on water resources is expected to grow. This expected increase in demand can be 

curbed by conservation efforts such as the proposed code modification. 

Florida is not the only state in the nation to face water supply challenges. California, Colorado Texas and Georgia have endured 

drought, and as result have adopted similar water fixture efficiency measures to those in this proposal. Some Counties within Florida 

have already adopted similar measures (Broward, Miami Dade).

The proposed efficiency measures can reduce deficits of future increased demand.  As a result of this proposed modification, a direct 

impact in reducing demand and ensuring the long-term sustainability of Florida&#39;s water resources can be had without significant 

sacrifice by any party. This change would provide a foundation for further improvement of water use efficiency at a statewide level.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This primarily a change in the criteria for allowable flow rate of fixtures. Currently for existing structures, only water closets are 

inspected. This modification would require all plumbing fixtures be inspected. This should be considered a very minor change, 

and no training is necessary.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

On average, homeowners can expect to save approximately 20% on their water usage. This will provide homeowners with long 

term savings on their water, sewer, and electric bills (water heating).

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Most fixtures that meet Water SenseR are comparable in price to conventional fixtures. For an average home, additional costs 

will be less than $100. This small additional cost would provide homeowners with long term savings on their water, sewer, and 

electric bills (water heating).

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Having adequate supply of potable water for public consumption is obviously essential to health, safety and welfare of the 

general public. Conservation measures in this proposal will extend existing water sources to future populations.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The modification involves equivalent but more efficient products that have been tested and shown to meet national EPA 

WaterSenseR standards for functionality and dependability. Products are at least 20% more efficient. The modifications were 

replicated from the 2015 IgCC.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Products involved are already common in markets statewide. Nationally, there is an abundance of fixture models that meet 

WaterSenseR: 2,506 toilet; 362 urinal; 9,068 facet; 3,445 showerhead; 22 pre-rinse spray valve.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Proposed code is consistent with International Green Construction Code and does not contradict other chapters/sections.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Sub Code: Fuel Gas

Plumbing2017 Triennial



Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

202

Pending Review

No2

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6849  2

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Expand the Appliance definition to include compressed fuel gas

Rationale

A new generation of residential CNG fueling systems are design certified to the new ANSI standard, NGV 5.1, Home Refueling 

Appliances. These appliances would not be considered an appliance under the current definition. They will consume electricity to 

compress fuels.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Plumbing2017 Triennial
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Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

401.10

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6833  3

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Replace the 2015 ICC base code language with the 2018 ICC base code language and add an exception.

Rationale

This requirement in the International Fuel Gas Code has far ranging impact that wasn&#39;t anticipated at the code development 

hearings. In many cases, there are no certifcation or testing requirements to use for flare nuts, tees, pipe nipples, etc. The current 

requirement in section 401.10 is extremely onerous to the fuel gas industry with very little, if any, benefit to society. Piping, tubing and 

fittings are fabricated to various materials standards, such as those published by the American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) and the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). The material standards are shown in Section 403 of the IFGC. 

Third party testing or certifcation is a needless and unjustified expense to the industry. There has been no data presented to indicate 

that piping and fittings have been failing in the field.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero impact to enforcement

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero impact to building &amp; property owners

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Manufacturers will not be required to pay for a needless exercise of obtaining a third party certi?cation to verify that their 

manufactured products comply with the appropriate material standards.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Will not impact health, safety or welfare of general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves the accuracy of the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, products or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Plumbing2017 Triennial
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Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

401.10

Pending Review

Yes4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6847  4

Related Modifications

6833- This mod is being submitted as an alternative to Mod 6837, with 6837 being the preferred Mod by proponent

Summary of Modification

Continue the current (5th edition FBC, Fuel Gas) requirement for 401.10

Rationale

This requirement in the International Fuel Gas Code has far ranging impact that wasn&#39;t anticipated at the code development 

hearings. In many cases, there are no certification or testing requirements to use for ?are nuts, tees, pipe nipples, etc. The current 

requirement in section 401.10 is extremely onerous to the fuel gas industry with very little, if any, benefit to society. Piping, tubing and 

fittings are fabricated to various materials standards, such as those published by the American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) and the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). The material standards are shown in Section 403 of the IFGC. 

Third party testing or certification is a needless and unjustified expense to the industry. There has been no data presented to indicate 

that piping and fittings have been failing in the field.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Maintains current code

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO

Plumbing2017 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
8
4
7
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

P
6
8
4
7
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Plumbing2017 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
8
4
7
_
P

Q
2
_
S

cr
e
e
n
 s

h
o
t 
o
f 
5
th

 E
d
iti

o
n
 F

B
C

_
1
.p

n
g

P
6

8
4
7
  
P

ri
o

r 
C

o
d

e
 V

e
rs

io
n

 q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
. 

E
v
id

e
n

c
e

 o
r 

D
a

ta

Plumbing2017 Triennial



Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

401.9

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6831  5

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Provide additional clarity for the exceptions listed within

Rationale

REASON: The new exceptions are specific to schedule 40 steel pipe used in fuel gas installations. The new exceptions would allow 

the following:

1. Short lengths of steel pipe that are cut from longer pipe stock where the stock has identification markings. It is common practice 

to cut short lengths of pipe from longer pipe stock. In those cases the identification marks may not appear on the cut pieces. The UMC 

already contains an exception to permit nipples created from cutting and threading of approved pipe.

2. Small fittings such as bushings and couplings where markings have not been traditionally been included. These small diameter 

fittings are commonly used in low pressure gas piping systems rand represent an extremely low risk of failure.

3. Where the packaging or documentation for the part has the manufacturer&#39;s identification but the part does not. Very small 

fittings and accessories often come in packaging that have the manufacturer&#39;s identification.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero Impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, provides more clarity to section 401.9 of the code.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, provides more clarity to section 401.9 of the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Plumbing2017 Triennial
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Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

401.9

Pending Review

Yes4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6845  6

Related Modifications

6831-This Mod is being submitted as an alternative to 6831 which deals with this same issue.  Mod 6831 is the preferred option by the 

proponent

Summary of Modification

Provide additional clarity for the exception listed within

Rationale

Short lengths of steel pipe that are cut from longer pipe stock where the stock has identification markings. It is common practice to cut 

short lengths of pipe from longer pipe stock. In those cases the identification marks may not appear on the cut pieces. The UMC 

already contains an exception to permit nipples created from cutting and threading of approved pipe.

Small fittings such as bushings and couplings where markings have not been traditionally been included. These small diameter 

fittings are commonly used in low pressure gas piping systems rand represent an extremely low risk of failure.

Where the packaging or documentation for the part has the manufacturer&#39;s identification but the part does not. Very small fittings 

and accessories often come in packaging that have the manufacturer&#39;s identification.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, provides more clarity to section 401.9 of the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO

Plumbing2017 Triennial
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Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

404.6

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6851  7

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Suggesting NFPA 7.1.5 Piping Through Foundation Wall language

Rationale

A utility service line is installed at a depth of 36” cover before it enters the structure through the foundation wall as is allowed.

Florida Fuel Gas required only 12” of cover allowing any line leakage to vent out to the atmosphere easily; besides we do not have 

ground frost that would cap any potential leakage disallowing venting and dissipation of any potential gas leakage. If the wall 

penetration is sealed and the annual space between the underground house piping and sleeve are sealed with approved sealing 

methods or material it should be permissible.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

little to no impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Plumbing2017 Triennial



P
a

g
e

: 
1

h
tt
p
:/
/w

w
w

.f
lo

ri
d
a
b
u
ild

in
g
.o

rg
/U

p
lo

a
d
/M

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
s/

R
e
n
d
e
re

d
/M

o
d
_
6
8
5
1
_
T

e
xt

O
fM

o
d
ifi

ca
tio

n
_
1
.p

n
g

P
6
8
5
1
  
T

e
x

t 
M

o
d

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

Plumbing2017 Triennial



Sub Code: Plumbing
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Attachments

Gary Kozan

No

12/7/2015

Pending Review

312.2

Pending Review

No3

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6421  8

Related Modifications

Plumbing Code 312.6 - for consistency with sewer testing

Residential Code 2503.4 - for consistency between the Residential and the Plumbing codes

Summary of Modification

Reinstates the traditional 5-foot head testing for DWV systems, making it consistent with the Residential Code

Rationale

The base code 2015 IRC now recognizes 5-foot head testing for DWV systems. However, no companion change was proposed for 

the 2015 IPC. This creates inconsistency between the IRC and IPC. This modification would reinstate the 5-foot head test that was 

used in Florida for decades prior to being removed automatically in the last code cycle.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Creates consistency between the Plumbing and Residential Codes. Promotes uniformity in enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No cost impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Reinstates 5-foot head testing to Florida again, which had fallen victim to the indiscriminate removal of all Florida-specific 

amendments in the last code cycle.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Florida has a 50 year history of allowing 5-foot head testing for DWV systems. The IRC now officially recognizes this as an 

acceptable practice.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

A 5-foot head test is preferred by most Florida code officials and contractors, because it provides actual visual verification of 

watertight-ness without resorting to ladders or &quot;shaking the stack.&quot;

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

5-foot head testing is now referenced in the IRC

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Simply reinstates a proven Florida practice

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

YES

Plumbing2017 Triennial
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Attachments

Gary Kozan

No

12/7/2015

Pending Review

312.6

Pending Review

No3

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6422  9

Related Modifications

Plumbing Code 312.2 - for consistency with interior DWV testing

Residential Code 2503.4 - for consistency between the Residential and the Plumbing Codes

Summary of Modification

Modifies building sewer testing to 5-foot head, making it consistent with interior DWV testing and with IRC requirements

Rationale

The base code 2015 IRC now recognizes 5-foot head testing for DWV systems. However, no companion changes were proposed for 

the 2015 IPC. This creates inconsistency between the IRC and IPC. This modification would reinstate the 5-foot head test that was 

used in Florida for decades prior to being removed automatically in the last code cycle.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Creates consistency between the Plumbing and Residential Codes. Promotes uniformity in enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No cost impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Reinstates 5-foot head testing to Florida again, which had fallen victim to the indiscriminate removal of all Florida-specific 

amendments in the last code cycle.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Florida has a 50 year history of allowing 5-foot head testing for DWV systems. The IRC no officially recognizes this as an 

acceptable practice.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

A 5-foot head test is preferred by most Florida code officials and contractors, because it provides actual visual verification of 

watertight-ness without resorting to ladders or &quot;shaking the stack.&quot;

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

5-foot head testing is now referenced in the IRC

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Simply reinstates a proven Florida practice

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Plumbing2017 Triennial
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Attachments

Robert Fine

No

12/31/2015

Pending Review

403.2

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6942  10

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

This modification allows for the use of unisex toilet rooms (and lets these toilet rooms contribute to the required fixture count) in 

facilities undergoing barrier removal or alterations to help businesses facilitate compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Rationale

The ADA (statute and regulations) imposes obligations on places of public accommodation and commercial facilities to provide 

accessible features beyond that required by the Florida Accessibility Code. Many existing facilities have limitations on available space 

to provide accessible toilet facilities and end up not providing such accessible facilities because it is technically infeasible or not 

readily achievable given such available space constraints. A code change that allows for the use of unisex single user toilet rooms 

that can contribute to required fixture count can facilitate greater accessibility while maintaining the overall total fixture count in 

buildings at lesser hardship to building owners. Because this proposed code change specifies barrier removal and alterations it is 

effectively limited to existing buildings and facilities.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

There should be no cost impact, positive or negative, to local entities relative to enforcement of the code. No additional plan 

review, inspections or enforcement from the current code provision will be required.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Building owners will save money if this provision is adopted.  It provides a cost-saving option for providing accessible toilet 

facilities in alterations and barrier removal projects.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Industry will save money if this provision is adopted.  It provides a cost-saving option for providing accessible toilet facilities in 

alterations and barrier removal projects.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Provides greater opportunities for businesses and buildings to provide accessibility without reducing overall required fixture 

count.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves the ability of businesses to perform barrier removal in, or alterations to, toilet facilities without falling short of full 

accessibility due to technical infeasibility (or in the case of barrier removal, not being readily achievable).

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities.  This code 

modification utilizes the same products, methods and systems of construction as would the code without this modification.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This enhances the effectiveness of the code by allowing for accessibility where in some cases it would not be possible without 

reducing overall required fixture count.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Attachments

Gary Kozan

No

12/7/2015

Pending Review

417.5.2

Pending Review

No4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6418  11

Related Modifications

Residential Code P2709.2 - Same criteria needed in Residential Code for consistency

Summary of Modification

Adds requirements for recessed shower compartments, and provides an exception for shower linings in such.

Rationale

The base I-Codes do not address recessed shower compartments, which are common throughout Florida. Shower pans linings are 

not necessary in a properly-constructed shower recess.Beginning with the Fifth Edition (2014) of the FBC, previous Florida-specific 

amendments were automatically removed. Adding exception 3 reinstates the identical Florida-specific modification found in the 

previous four editions of the Florida Building Code.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Provides clear guidance and improves consistency of enforcement between AHJs

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Reinstates a proven, cost-effective option

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Provides clear guidance and improves consistency of code compliance for contractors working in different areas

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Recessed shower compartments have a proven track record in Florida and there is less chance of water damage because the 

recess contains all of the water

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Adds guidance and requirements for shower recesses that provide a proven, cost-effective option for builders

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not change the requirements for built-up showers, it just adds requirements for shower recesses

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This modification reinstates the Florida-specific code language found in the first four editions of the FBC. It clears up confusion 

in the field over the applicability and proper construction of shower recesses.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO
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Attachments

Joseph Belcher

Yes

12/28/2015

Pending Review

417.5.2

Pending Review

Yes4

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6818  12

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Reinstates shower lining exception for depressed shower on first floor.

Rationale

The proposal reinstates a Florida specific amendment that appeared in all editions of the FBC-P except the 5th Edition. Exception 3 

was an approved Florida specific amendment in all previous editions of the code. According to the original proponent, the Exceptions 

were inadvertently not submitted for the FBC-P, 5th Edition; there was no intent to eliminate the Exception. 

The climate and high water table of Florida precludes the proliferation of basements in Florida and slabs-on-ground are a popular 

method of constructing the first floor. This type of construction is ideal for the use of the cost-effective alternate of recessed shower 

compartments. The provisions for recessed shower compartments have been widely used in Florida for many years with no reported 

problems.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No impact to local entities for code enforcement. Most inspectors are familiar with the system as it has been in use for many 

years throughout Florida.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Approval of the proposal will have a positive impact on building and property owners by readopting a Florida specific amendment 

that provides a well proven cost-effective method of construction for shower compartments.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Approval of the proposal will have a positive impact on building and property owners by bringing back a Florida specific 

amendment that provides a well proven cost-effective method of construction for shower compartments

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, reinstates a time proven cost-effective alternate method of constructing shower compartments in Florida.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, reinstates a time proven cost-effective alternate method of constructing shower compartments in Florida.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No, does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO
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Attachments

Josh Madden

No

12/21/2015

Pending Review

604.4

Pending Review

No6

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6661  13

Related Modifications

6610, 6668

Summary of Modification

Adopt plumbing fixture and fitting flow rates for increased water efficiency. Modification mirrors Chapter 7 Section 702.1 through 

702.4 of the 2015 International Green Construction Code.

Rationale

As a concerned citizen and native Floridian I care about and enjoy Florida&#39;s water resources and natural ecosystems. This State 

has been blessed with a wealth of springs, wetlands, river, and lakes. These systems are not only a pleasure to enjoy in a recreational 

sense and provide a large economic benefit to the region, but are in fact essential to public health, safety and well being. In many 

areas of the State, there have been well documented negative impacts on springs, lakes, aquifers and other water resources as a 

result of over pumping of groundwater. Domestic consumption of publicly supplied water is one of the largest uses of water. As 

population in the State continues to grow, demand on water resources is expected to grow. This expected increase in demand can be 

curbed by conservation efforts such as the proposed code modification. 

Florida is not the only state in the nation to face water supply challenges. California, Colorado Texas and Georgia have endured 

drought, and as result have adopted similar water fixture efficiency measures to those in this proposal. Some Counties within Florida 

have already adopted similar measures (Broward, Miami Dade).

The proposed efficiency measures can reduce deficits of future increased demand by saving approximately 15.5 million gallons per 

day by 2035 for commercial, industrial and institutional buildings.  As a result of this proposed modification, a direct impact in 

reducing demand and ensuring the long-term sustainability of Florida&#39;s water resources can be had without significant sacrifice 

by any party. This change would provide a foundation for further improvement of water use efficiency at a statewide level.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This only changes the criteria for allowable flow rate of fixtures. No additional inspection protocol is needed.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

On average, property owners can expect to save approximately 20% on their water usage. This will provide homeowners with 

long term savings on their water, sewer, and electric bills (water heating).

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Most fixtures that meet WaterSenseR are comparable in price to conventional fixtures. For an average home, additional costs 

will be less than $100. This small additional cost would provide property owners with long term savings on their water, sewer, 

and electric bills (water heating).

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Having adequate supply of potable water for public consumption is obviously essential to health, safety and welfare of the 

general public. Conservation measures in this proposal will extend existing water sources to future populations.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The modification involves equivalent but more efficient products that have been tested and shown to meet national EPA 

WaterSenseR standards for functionality and dependability. Products are at least 20% more efficient. The modifications were 

replicated from the 2015 IgCC.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Products involved are already common in markets statewide. Nationally, there is an abundance of fixture models that meet 

WaterSenseR: 2,506 toilet; 362 urinal; 9,068 facet; 3,445 showerhead; 22 pre-rinse spray valve.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Proposed code is consistent with International Green Construction Code and does not contradict other chapters/sections.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Attachments

Gary Kozan

No

12/7/2015

Pending Review

607.3

Pending Review

No6

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6423  14

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Provides options for thermal expansion control - as per code all editions prior to and subsequent to the 2015 IPC

Rationale

Earlier editions of the IPC had always permitted multiple &quot;means&quot; for the control of thermal expansion. This changed in the 

2015 edition, which limited thermal expansion control solely to thermal expansion tanks. The 2018 IPC committee recognized this as 

being overly-restrictive, and adopted revised language in the 2018 IPC. This modification updates this section to the most recent 

language of the 2018 IPC. It restores options for the designer and installer.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No cost impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No cost impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

No cost impact - it increases the options available for thermal expansion control

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Restores multiple options for control of thermal expansion.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Allows designers and contractors to make the best selection for thermal expansion control.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Opens the marketplace to more products

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Simply restores the options available under previous code editions.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Attachments

Thomas Legler

Yes

10/6/2015

Pending Review

614

Pending Review

No6

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6416  15

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Section 614 which regulated private potable water wells of the 2010 Florida Plumbing code was not adopted and removed from the 

2014 5th Edition of the Florida Plumbing code. Requesting section 614 of the 2010 FBC-P be added to the 2017 6th Edition of the 

FBC-P.

Rationale

Hillsborough County has hundreds of private potable water wells which provide water to residential and commercial occupants. 

Without this code section we have no authority to inspect or codes to ensure the proper installation of private potable water wells. F.S 

373 references the Florida plumbing code for installation. The SWWMD regulates the location and well casings, however they do no 

regulate the pumps, valves, relief valves, tank and other equipment required for private potable water wells. In other words without this 

code there is no regulation.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

None - Prior to the adoption of the 5th Edition private potable water wells were permitted and inspected for code compliance.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Cost of a permit fee.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Contractors would be required to obtain a permit for the installation of private potable water wells.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

The proper installation of private potable water wells, pumps and related fittings and appurtenances is essential to the health, 

safety and welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

This code modification would strengthen and improve the code by setting the minimum requires for the installation of private 

potable water wells as previously adopted in earlier versions of the Plumbing code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

This code change does not discriminate against materials, products, methods or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This code modification does not degrade the effectiveness it only improves it&#39;s effectiveness.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

NO

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO
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Attachments

Harris Cheryl

No

12/30/2015

Pending Review

12345678

Pending Review

Yes3206

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6667  16

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

This modification provides alternate and extended wording to the Current and Proposed Appendix F. As there were extensive 

modifications the full Appendix is submitted in lieu of submitting modifications to each section.

Rationale

The proposed modifications reflect updated industry standards that ensure water efficiency, reduction of nutrient runoff and change 

technical terms to those that are standard industry terminology.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

The additions and clarification assist enforcement to inspect against a standard for sections of the irrigation system previously 

missing and integral to a working, water efficient system and eliminating nutrient runoff.  The additions do not increase the cost 

or time for enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

The changes will assist owners  in understanding what is needed to properly install a water efficient system and reduce nutrient 

runoff.  The additions may increase the costs to a building/property owner but be offset by lower costs of water usage, 

landscaping materials replacement, repairs.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

The additions and clarifications to the Appendix will not negatively impact industry in the cost to comply.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Addresses water conservation and nutrient runoff for the welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Improves the Appendix by updating to industry standards to insure a water efficient system is installed and lowers nutrient runoff.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

There are no proprietary products, methods or systems of construction added to the Appendix.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

The additions/clarifications do not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

NO

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO
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Attachments

Harris Cheryl

No

12/30/2015

Pending Review

12345678

Pending Review

Yes3206

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6836  17

Related Modifications

Eliminates Section 318 and Appendix F

Summary of Modification

Eliminate Appendix F and place in base Code As Chapter 14

Rationale

Except for an optional Appendix F there is no state-wide Irrigation System Code that is to be followed by irrigation contractors and 

designers.  Water conservation and nutritional runoff issues are highly important to the State of Florida and should be  addressed in 

the base Code.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

For jurisdictions that adopted Appendix F there is little impact.  For others trying to adopt new ordinances, the code will be 

beneficial to their efforts.  For those without ordinances they will have to add permitting and inspection processes.  Permit costs 

should offset the cost of inspections.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Having a code will assist owners  in understanding what is needed to properly install a water efficient system and reduce nutrient 

runoff.  The additions may increase the costs to a building/property owner but be offset by lower costs of water usage, 

landscaping materials replacement, repairs.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Incorporating Appendix F into the base code will not negatively impact industry in the cost to comply.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Addresses water conservation and nutrient runoff for the welfare of the general public.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Code is improved by changing irrigation methods/systems of construction from optional standards to base code standards that 

incorporates industry best practices and  some of the new ASABE/ICC-802-Landscape and Irrigation Sprinkler and Emmiter 

Standards.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Industry standards were used and do not discriminate or require any proprietary materials, products, methods or systems of 

construction.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Changing an optional Appendix to the base code improves the effectiveness of setting statewide standards for irrigation systems 

that will conserve water and decrease nutrient runoff.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

2403

Pending Review

No24

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6854  18

Related Modifications

6849, 6853

Summary of Modification

Expand the Appliance definition to include compressed fuel gas

Rationale

A new generation of residential CNG fueling systems are design certified to the new ANSI standard, NGV 5.1, Home Refueling 

Appliances. These appliances would not be considered an appliance under the current definition. They will consume electricity to 

compress fuels.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

2412

Pending Review

No24

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6857  19

Related Modifications

6831

Summary of Modification

Provide additional clarity to the Exception language

Rationale

: The new exceptions are specific to schedule 40 steel pipe used in fuel gas installations. The new exceptions would allow the 

following:

1. Short lengths of steel pipe that are cut from longer pipe stock where the stock has identification markings. It is common practice 

to cut short lengths of pipe from longer pipe stock. In those cases the identification marks may not appear on the cut pieces. 

2. Small fittings such as bushings and couplings where markings have not been traditionally been included. These small diameter 

fittings are commonly used in low pressure gas piping systems rand represent an extremely low risk of failure.

3. Where the packaging or documentation for the part has the manufacturer&#39;s identification but the part does not. Very small 

fittings and accessories often come in packaging that have the manufacturer&#39;s identification.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero Impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, provides more clarity to section 401.9 of the code.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, provides more clarity to section 401.9 of the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

2412

Pending Review

Yes24

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6858  20

Related Modifications

6857-This Mod is being submitted as an alternative to 6857 which deals with this same issue.  Mod 6857 is the preferred option by the 

proponent

Summary of Modification

Provide Exception language from the current 5Th Edition of the FBC

Rationale

Short lengths of steel pipe that are cut from longer pipe stock where the stock has identification markings. It is common practice to cut 

short lengths of pipe from longer pipe stock. In those cases the identification marks may not appear on the cut pieces. The UMC 

already contains an exception to permit nipples created from cutting and threading of approved pipe.

Small fittings such as bushings and couplings where markings have not been traditionally been included. These small diameter 

fittings are commonly used in low pressure gas piping systems rand represent an extremely low risk of failure.

Where the packaging or documentation for the part has the manufacturer&#39;s identification but the part does not. Very small fittings 

and accessories often come in packaging that have the manufacturer&#39;s identification.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, provides more clarity to section 401.9 of the code.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO
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Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

2412

Pending Review

No24

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6859  21

Related Modifications

6833

Summary of Modification

Replace the 2015 ICC base code language with the 2018 ICC base code language and add an exception.

Rationale

This requirement in the International Fuel Gas Code has far ranging impact that wasn&#39;t anticipated at the code development 

hearings. In many cases, there are no certifcation or testing requirements to use for flare nuts, tees, pipe nipples, etc. The current 

requirement in section 401.10 is extremely onerous to the fuel gas industry with very little, if any, benefit to society. Piping, tubing and 

fittings are fabricated to various materials standards, such as those published by the American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) and the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). The material standards are shown in Section 403 of the IFGC. 

Third party testing or certification is a needless and unjustified expense to the industry. There has been no data presented to indicate 

that piping and fittings have been failing in the field.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, provides additional clarity.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Attachments

Joseph Eysie

No

12/28/2015

Pending Review

2412

Pending Review

Yes24

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6860  22

Related Modifications

6859-This Mod is being submitted as an alternative to 6859  which deals with this same issue.  Mod  6859 is the preferred option by 

the proponent

Summary of Modification

Continue the current (5th edition FBC, Fuel Gas) requirement for 401.10 (G2412.10)

Rationale

This requirement in the International Fuel Gas Code has far ranging impact that wasn&#39;t anticipated at the code development 

hearings. In many cases, there are no certification or testing requirements to use for flare nuts, tees, pipe nipples, etc. The current 

requirement in section 401.10 is extremely onerous to the fuel gas industry with very little, if any, benefit to society. Piping, tubing and 

fittings are fabricated to various materials standards, such as those published by the American Society for Testing and Materials 

(ASTM) and the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). The material standards are shown in Section 403 of the IFGC. 

Third party testing or certification is a needless and unjustified expense to the industry. There has been no data presented to indicate 

that piping and fittings have been failing in the field.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Zero Impact

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Zero Impact

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, carry&#39;s the 5th edition of the FBC forward to the 6th edition.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not discriminate against construction material, methods, products or systems.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO
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Attachments

Gary Kozan

No

12/7/2015

Pending Review

2503.4

Pending Review

No25

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6420  23

Related Modifications

Plumbing Code 312.6 - same criteria needed in Plumbing Code for consistency

Summary of Modification

Modifies building sewer testing to 5-foot head, making it consistent with interior DWV testing

Rationale

The base code 2105 IRC finally recognizes 5-foot head testing for DWV systems, but unfortunately, a companion change was not 

made to the outside sewer testing, which remains at 10-foot head. It makes no sense to allow a 5-foot head test for piping inside a 

building, yet require a 10-foot head test for outside piping.This proposal makes interior and exterior testing consistent.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Eliminates an unintended oversight in the base code and improves consistency of enforcement between AHJs

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

No cost impact

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Reinstates 5-foot head testing to Florida once again, which had fallen victim to the indiscriminate removal of all Florida-specific 

amendments in the last code cycle.

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Florida has a 50 year history of allowing 5-foot head testing for DWV systems. The IRC now recognizes this as an acceptable 

practice.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

A 5-foot head test is preferred by most Florida code officials and contractors, because it provides actual visual verification of 

watertight-ness without resorting to ladders or &quot;shaking the stack&quot;.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

5-foot head testing is now referenced in the IRC

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Simply reinstates what Florida has done for years

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No

Plumbing2017 Triennial
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Attachments

Gary Kozan

No

12/7/2015

Pending Review

2709.2

Pending Review

No27

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6419  24

Related Modifications

Plumbing Code 417.5.2 - Same criteria needed in Plumbing Code for consistency

Summary of Modification

Adds requirements for recessed shower compartments, and provides an exception for shower lining in such

Rationale

The base I-codes do not address recessed shower compartments, which are common throughout Florida. Shower pan linings are not 

necessary in a properly-constructed shower recess.Beginning with the Fifth Edition (2014) of the FBC, previous Florida-specific 

amendments were automatically removed. Adding these exceptions reinstates the Florida-specific modification found in the previous 

four editions of the Florida Building Code. It also brings the FBC-P and FBC-R codes into alignment.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

Provides clear guidance and improves consistency of enforcement between AHJs

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Reinstates a proven, cost effective option

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Provides clear guidance and improves consistency of code compliance for contractors working in different areas

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Recessed shower compartments have a proven track record in Florida and there is less chance of water damage because the 

recess contains all of the water

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Adds guidance and requirements for shower recesses that provide a proven, cost-effective option for builders

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Does not change the requirements for built-up showers, it just adds requirements for shower recesses

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

This modification reinstates the Florida-specific code language found in the first four editions of the FBC. It clears up confusion 

in the field over the applicability and  proper construction of shower recesses.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?

YES

The provisions contained in the proposed amendment are addressed in the applicable international code?

NO

The amendment demonstrates by evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction of Florida exihibits a need to strengthen the 

foundation code beyond the needs or regional variation addressed by the foundation code and why the proposed amendment 

applies to the state?

YES

The proposed amendment was submitted or attempted to be included in the foundation codes to avoid resubmission to the Florida 

Building Code amendment process?

NO
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Attachments

Joseph Belcher

Yes

12/28/2015

Pending Review

2709.2

Pending Review

No27

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6817  25

Related Modifications

Summary of Modification

Adds Exceptions for shower liners.

Rationale

The proposal reinstates a Florida specific amendment that appeared in all editions of the FBC-R except the 5th Edition and brings the 

FBC-R in agreement with the FBC-P. Exceptions 1 and 3 were approved Florida specific amendments in all previous editions. 

According to the original proponent, the Exceptions were inadvertently not submitted for the FBC-R or FBC-P, 5th Edition; there was 

no intent to eliminate the Exceptions. Exception 2 brings the FBC-R into agreement with Section 417.5.2 of the Florida Building 

Code-Plumbing

The climate and high water table of Florida precludes the proliferation of basements in Florida and slabs-on-ground are a popular 

method of constructing the first floor. This type of construction is ideal for the use of the cost-effective alternate of recessed shower 

compartments. The provisions for recessed shower compartments have been widely used in Florida for many years with no reported 

problems.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

No impact to local entities for code enforcement. Most inspectors are familiar with the system as it has been in use for many 

years throughout Florida.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

Approval of the proposal will have a positive impact on building and property owners by bringing back a Florida specific 

amendment that provides a well proven cost-effective method of construction for shower compartments.

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Approval of the proposal will have a positive impact on building and property owners by bringing back a Florida specific 

amendment that provides a well proven cost-effective method of construction for shower compartments

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Yes, reinstates a time proven cost-effective alternate method of constructing shower compartments in Florida.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

Yes, reinstates a time proven cost-effective alternate method of constructing shower compartments in Florida.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

No, does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

No, does not degrade the effectiveness of the code.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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Attachments

Josh Madden

No

12/21/2015

Pending Review

2903.2

Pending Review

No29

Proponent

Affects HVHZ

Date Submitted

TAC Recommendation

Section

Commission Action

Chapter

P6610  26

Related Modifications

6668, 6661

Summary of Modification

Adopt high efficiency flow standards for plumbing fixtures and fittings. The proposed modifications mirror Chapter 7 section 702 of the 

2015 International Green Construction Code.

Rationale

As a concerned citizen and native Floridian I care about and enjoy Florida&#39;s water resources and natural ecosystems. This State 

has been blessed with a wealth of springs, wetlands, river, and lakes. These systems are not only a pleasure to enjoy in a recreational 

sense and provide a large economic benefit to the region, but are in fact essential to public health, safety and well being. In many 

areas of the State, there have been well documented negative impacts on springs, lakes, aquifers and other water resources as a 

result of over pumping of groundwater. Domestic consumption of publicly supplied water is one of the largest uses of water. As 

population in the State continues to grow, demand on water resources is expected to grow. This expected increase in demand can be 

curbed by conservation efforts such as the proposed code modification. 

Florida is not the only state in the nation to face water supply challenges. California, Colorado Texas and Georgia have endured 

drought, and as result have adopted similar water fixture efficiency measures to those in this proposal. Some Counties within Florida 

have already adopted similar measures (Broward, Miami Dade).

The proposed efficiency measures can reduce deficits of future increased demand by saving approximately 24.1 million gallons per 

day by 2035 for residential buildings. As a result of this proposed modification, a direct impact in reducing demand and ensuring the 

long-term sustainability of Florida&#39;s water resources can be had without significant sacrifice by any party. This change would 

provide a foundation for further improvement of water use efficiency at a statewide level.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code

This only changes the criteria for allowable flow rate of fixtures. No additional inspection protocol is needed.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code

On average, homeowners can expect to save approximately 20% on their water usage. this will provide homeowners with long 

term savings on their water, sewer, and electric bills (water heating).

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code

Most fixtures that meet Water SenseR are comparable in price to conventional fixtures. For an average home, additional costs 

will be less than $100. This small additional cost would provide homeowners with long term savings on their water, sewer, and 

electric bills (water heating).

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public

Having adequate supply of potable water for public consumption is obviously essential to health, safety and welfare of the 

general public. Conservation measures in this proposal will extend existing water sources to future populations.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction

The modification involves equivalent but more efficient products that have been tested and shown to meet national EPA 

WaterSenseR standards for functionality and dependability. Products are at least 20% more efficient. The modifications were 

replicated from the 2015 IgCC.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities

Products involved are already common in markets statewide. Nationally, there is an abundance of fixture models that meet 

WaterSenseR: 2,506 toilet; 362 urinal; 9,068 facet; 3,445 showerhead; 22 pre-rinse spray valve.

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Proposed code is consistent with International Green Construction Code and does not contradict other chapters/sections.

Is the proposed code modification part of a prior code version?  No
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