Special Occupancy Technical Advisory Committee – Comment 
6th Edition (2017) Florida Building Code, Building 

F/SP – Comment #1 
From: Skip Gregory [mailto:gregoryskip@gmail.com] 

Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 11:30 AM

To: Madani, Mo

Subject: Comment on Section 908.7 6th edition of the FBC

Mo, Please find attached my comment and the attachments that go with the comment. Let me know if this will work. Thanks!

Comment for Section 908.7 of the 6th edition of the Florida Building Code:

This comment addresses a simple editorial correction to this section. The way this section is currently edited, the two Exceptions are located under sub-section 908.7.2 Combination Alarms. This is not in keeping with the Florida Statue, Chapter 553.885 (see attached) because the exceptions in the statute were meant to apply to the entire section 908.7 and not just the subsection 908.7.2. This incorrect positioning of the exceptions has led to confusions as shown by the two opinions from the Building Officials Association of Florida that cite the location of the exception as being only under subsection 908.7.2. 
The fix is to simply relocate the exceptions to follow directly after section 908.7 as required by Florida Statute and as shown below with strike through and underline text. 

908.7 Carbon monoxide protection. Every separate building or an addition to an existing building for which a permit for new construction is issued and having a fossil-fuel burning heater or appliance, a fireplace, an attached garage, or other feature, fixture, or element that emits carbon monoxide as a by product of combustion shall have an operational carbon monoxide alarm installed within 10 feet of each room used for sleeping purposes in the new building or addition, or at such other locations as required by this code.

Exceptions:

1. An approved operational carbon monoxide detector shall only be required to be installed inside or directly outside of each room or area where a fossil-fuel burning heater, engine, or appliance is located within a hospital, inpatient hospice facility or skilled nursing home facility licensed by the Agency for Health Care Administration, or a new state correctional institution. The carbon monoxide detector shall be connected to the fire-alarm system of the hospital, inpatient hospice facility, or nursing home facility as a supervisory signal.

2. This section shall not apply to existing buildings that are undergoing alterations or repairs unless the alteration is an addition as defined in Section 908.7.3.

908.7.1 Carbon monoxide alarm. The requirements of Section 908.7 shall be satisfied by

providing for one of the following alarm installations:

1. A hard-wired carbon monoxide alarm.

2. A battery-powered carbon monoxide alarm.

3. A hard-wired combination carbon monoxide and smoke alarm.

4. A battery-powered combination carbon monoxide and smoke alarm.

908.7.2 Combination alarms. Combination smoke/carbon monoxide alarms shall be listed

and labeled by a nationally recognized testing laboratory.

Exceptions:

1. An approved operational carbon monoxide detector shall be installed inside or directly

outside of each room or area within a hospital, inpatient hospice facility or nursing home

facility licensed by the Agency for Health Care Administration, or a new state correctional institution where a fossil-fuel burning heater, engine, or appliance is located. The carbon monoxide detector shall be connected to the fire-alarm system of the hospital, inpatient hospice facility, or nursing home facility as a supervisory signal.

2. This section shall not apply to existing buildings that are undergoing alterations or repair unless the alteration is an addition as defined in Section 908.7.3. 

Fiscal Impact Statement

Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code (553.73(9)(b),F.S.)

There is no fiscal impact on the local entity relative to enforcement.

Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code (553.73(9) (b),F.S.)

There is no fiscal impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance

Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance with code (553.73(9)(b),F.S.)

There is no fiscal impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance

Impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance with code (553.73(9)(b),F.S.)

There is no fiscal impact to small business relative to the cost of compliance

Requirements

Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public (553.73(9) (a) 2,F.S.)

Yes.

Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or

systems of construction (553.73(9) (a)3,F.S.)

Strengthens or improves the code by making the code requirements clearer to the user.

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of

demonstrated capabilities (553.73 (9) (a) 4,F.S.)

Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code (553.73(9)(a)5,F.S.)

Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code

Support materials:

Attachment #1: 7572

Attachment #2: 7618

Attachment #3: 553.885 FS

TAC Recommendation:  
Commission Action:


SP – Comment #2
From: Skip Gregory [mailto:gregoryskip@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 12:05 AM
To: Madani, Mo
Subject: Edits to the 6th Edition

Mo

I have attached my comments and edits that I found. Let me know if you have questions. Thanks!

Comments from Review of 6th Edition of the FBC.

1. Section 449.3.16.1.1: The word “potable” should read “portable”. Although “potable” is in the original modification, it was not in my first revision. I made a error in writing the modification 7045. Water is “potable” not machines. 

449.3.16.1.1 A potable portable dialysis machine with portable revers osmosis
2. 449.4.2.5: There is a Typo not picked up in this section: 

For the purpose of this requirement, facilities located in areas where the ultimate design wind speeds are 130 MPH or less as described in figure 1609B of this code, shall be meet the requirements for Wind Zone 1.
3. 449.4.2.9.4 and 449.4.2.9.5 show the referenced section being removed. This is incorrect. The referenced section 449.4.2.5.4 should be kept in these two sections. 

protected in accordance with Section 449.4.2.5.4,
4. 450.3.1.1 I think you might need to add the reference chapter here since this is a different reference than the Nursing Home chapter and because these are licensed hospital beds.

450.3.1.1 Skilled Nursing Units that are part of a hospital and licensed as a hospital bed but certified as a skilled nursing bed shall meet the requirements for a Skilled Nursing Unit in the FGI Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals and Outpatient Facilities as referenced in Chapter 35 of this code.
5. Does the reference to chapter 35 need to be made here too?

450.3.11.7 If eye wash stations are provided, they shall be installed in accordance with American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Z358.1-2014 for Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment as referenced in Chapter 35 of this code.
6. Is this editorial? The reason I am asking is this is a permission not a fact so it seems there should be a permission added. If this is not editorial in your opinion then we will wait till next time. 

450.3.21 14.3 Panels may be located in spaces subject to storage and shall have the clear working space in accordance with Chapter 27, permanently marked “ELECTRICAL— NOT FOR STORAGE” with a line outlining the required clear working space on the floor and wall.
7. 450.3.18.7.  Delete the word “switchable”. When I showed this to the NFPA 110 technical committee they stated the word “switchable” has no meaning or not the meaning I was trying to convey. If it can be deleted than that will avoid a lot of questions and it gives no additional meaning to the sentence anyway. Again, if this is a change you cannot make now, we will pick up next time. 

 450.3.18.7 The generator remote manual stop (sometimes called the "generator emergency stop") shall be switchable and tamper resistant. It shall be located outside of the housing of the generator, adjacent to the opening of the generator enclosure or to the door to the generator room, and viewable from the generator.
8. Editorial change:

451.3.11.1 Wired or wireless type nurse call systems shall be permitted if they have been tested and approved by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) to meet the requirements of UL 1069, 7th edition published October 12, 2007 as referenced in Chapter 35 of this code. All wireless systems shall be tested and approved by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) to meet the requirements of Section 49, “Wireless Systems” of UL 1069, 7th edition as referenced in Chapter 35 of this code. All nurse call systems whether wired or wireless shall have electronically supervised visual and audible annunciation be supervised in accordance with the requirements supervision criteria of UL 1069, 7th edition, for wired and wireless nurse call systems and tested and approved by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (NRTL) to meet those requirements. 
9. Incorrect reference name. Since the reference to the Guidelines in Chapter 35 has been changed, this reference name needs to change too in order to get the name correct and the chapter correct.  
464.3 Codes and standards for the design and construction of assisted living facilities. Except as modified and required by this section of the code, Chapter 58A-5, Florida Administrative Code or Chapter 429 Part III, Florida Statutes, all new assisted living facilities and all additions, alterations, or renovations to existing assisted living facilities with more than 16 licensed beds shall also be in compliance with The Guidelines for the Design and Construction of Health Care Facilities Residential Health, Care, and Support Facilities (The Guidelines) Part I General, and section 4.1.4 Chapter 4.2 Special Requirements for Assisted Living Facilities of Part 4, Residential Health Care Facilities, incorporated by reference as referenced in Chapter 35 of this code.
.
TAC Recommendation
Commission Action:

