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Text of Modification [additions underlined; deletions stricken]:

SECTION R4403.13

RESERVED SUNROOMS
R4403.13.1 Sunrooms. Deflection shall be L/80. Sunrooms shall comply with AAMA/NPEA/NSA 2100 and  the structural requirements and testing provisions of Chapter 5. 

R4403.13.1.1  AAMA 2100, Section 5.2.1 Wind Loads and Section 7.2 Foundations are modified as follows: Modify Section 5.2.1 as follows: 

5.2.1  R4403.13.1 Wind Loads: Basic wind speed in miles per hour (mph) shall be determined in accordance with Section R4403.9.2. Sunrooms including exposed structures, components, cladding, and roof covering shall be designed to resist the wind loads as established in Section R4403.9.

Modify Section 7.2 by striking the section and adding text as follows: 

7.2 Foundations. Foundations shall be designed in accordance with Section 4403.14

R4403.13.1.2 Sunroom Categories. For the purpose of applying the criteria of the AAMA Standard for sunrooms based on the intended use, sunrooms shall be categorized in one of the following categories by the permit applicant, design professional, or the property owner where the sunroom is being constructed.

Category I: A roof or a covering of an outdoor space. The openings shall be permitted to be enclosed with insect screening or 0.5 mm (20 mil) maximum thickness plastic film. The space is defined as nonhabitable and unconditioned.

Category II: A roof or a covering of an outdoor space with enclosed walls. The openings are permitted to be enclosed with translucent or transparent plastic or glass. The space is defined as nonhabitable and uunconditioned.

Category III: A roof or a covering of an outdoor space with enclosed walls. The openings are permitted to be enclosed with translucent or transparent plastic or glass. The sunroom complies with additional requirements for forced-entry resistance, air-leakage resistance and water-penetration resistance. The space is defined as nonhabitable and unconditioned.

Category IV: A roof or a covering of an outdoor space with enclosed walls. The sunroom is designed to be heated and/or cooled by a separate temperature control or system and is thermally isolated from the primary structure. The sunroom complies with additional requirements for forced-entry resistance, water penetration resistance, air-leakage resistance, and thermal performance. The space is defined as habitable and conditioned.

Category V: A roof or a covering of an outdoor space with enclosed walls. The sunroom is designed to be heated and/or cooled and is open to the main structure. The sunroom complies with additional requirements for forced-entry resistance, water-penetration resistance, air-leakage resistance, and thermal performance. The space is defines as habitable and conditioned.
Fiscal Impact Statement [Provide documentation of the costs and benefits of the proposed modifications to the code for each of the following entities.  Cost data should be accompanied by a list of assumptions and supporting documentation.  Explain expected benefits.]:

1. Impact to local entity relative to enforcement of code: The changes provide guidance for the design and construction of sunrooms which may initially require longer plan review and inspection times initially while personnel become proficient in the new provisions. 
2. Impact to building and property owners relative to cost of compliance with code: The impact, if any, to the cost of compliance to building and property owners will be a reduction in time to permit and cost to construct sunrooms.
3. Impact to industry relative to cost of compliance with code: The impact to the cost of compliance to the industry will be a reduction in time to permit and the cost to construct unconditioned sunrooms.

Rationale [Provide an explanation of why you would like this Proposed Modification to the Florida Building Code.]: The HVHZ provisions of the code lack guidance for sunrooms and enforcement varies widely. Sunrooms may be habitable or nonhabitable; conditioned or unconditioned. Some owners want to add conditioned living space; other owners desire a bright, airy, and unconditioned recreation room. Sunrooms are a viable and popular construction method and the determination of how the space is used should be within the purview of the homeowner. (Please see attached support document for further discussion.)

Chapter 2 of the code defines sunrooms and habitable spaces. Since there is no specific exemption from the definitions for sunroom or habitable space contained in Chapter 2, the definitions are applicable in the HVHZ. Further, the HVHZ definitions section directs the code user to Chapter 2 for definitions outside the HVHZ definitions section. (FBCR, §R4402.2.1) The intent of this proposal is to provide guidance for regulating the construction of sunrooms in the HVHZ
The ambiguity of the current situation has lead to serious confusion. The confusion is caused by a lack of guidance in how to regulate sunroom structures. This lack of guidance has resulted in frustration for homeowners and code enforcers alike. Homeowners simply wanting to add some relatively inexpensive sheltered but unconditioned recreational space to their home are suddenly faced with a requirement to meet the energy code. Permit applications for nonhabitable unconditioned sunrooms have been rejected with the contractor directed to change the plans to reclassify the sunroom as an addition and submit energy calculations. The lack of guidance results in frustration of code officials as well as they do not have clear direction and tend to want to err on the side of caution. The intent of this proposal is to provide the guidance needed to properly regulate sunroom construction and allow the industry to operate.

The proposal does several things:

1. Adopts the nationally recognized standard addressing sunrooms, AAMA 2100, Voluntary Specifications for Sunrooms. 

2. Modifies the wind loads portion of the standard to make it agree with the Florida Building Code. 

3. Requires the designation of the category of the sunroom at the outset. This provision is intended to give the jurisdiction authority for taking action if the homeowner makes changes, such as adding air conditioning, to the sunroom, after the C of O is issued.

4. Contains a verbatim list of the five sunroom categories from AAMA 2100.

Please explain how the proposed modification meets the following requirements:
1.
Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public: The proposal has a reasonable and substantial connection with the welfare of the general public because it provides regulation for a popular method of construction currently lacking in the HVHZ section of the code. 

2.
Strengthens or improves the code, and provides equivalent or better products, methods, or systems of construction: The proposal improves the code by providing design and construction guidance for sunrooms by adopting a nationally recognized standard specifically written for sunrooms. 

3.
Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities: The proposal does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated capabilities and will ameliorate what many in the industry believe are discriminatory practices. 

4.
Does not degrade the effectiveness of the code: The proposal increases the effectiveness of the code by providing design and construction guidance for sunrooms by adopting a nationally recognized standard specifically written for sunrooms.

