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Re:  Demonstration of Product Compliance for the High Velocity Hurricane Zone and Other
Areas Accepting “NOA’s”

Florida Statutes, section 553.842, govern local and state approval of building products directly related to
the structural wind resistance of buildings. The law establishes specific methods for manufacturers to
demonstrate compliance with the Florida Building Code but gives the manufacturer the option of
obtaining either local or state approval. State approved products must be accepted by local jurisdictions
within the limitations of use established by the state approval without requirement for further testing,
evaluation or submission of evidence. (Florida Statute, section 553.842(4) Products or methods or
systems of construction requiring approval under s. 553.77 must be approved by one of the methods
established in subsection (5) before their use in construction in this state. Products may be approved by
the commission for statewide use. Notwithstanding a local government's authority to amend the Florida
Building Code as provided in this act, statewide approval shall preclude local jurisdictions from requiring
further testing, evaluation, or submission of other evidence as a condition of using the product so long as
the product is being used consistent with the conditions of its approval.) When a product is state approved
the local jurisdiction’s authority extends only to determining the product is being used within the
conditions established by the approval.

State approval of products for use in the High Velocity Hurricane Zone (HVHZ) is commonly but not
always based on a Miami-Dade Notice of Acceptance” (NOA). The law guarantees manufacturers other
means of demonstrating compliance with HVHZ requirements so long as their products are tested or
evaluated using the standards that apply in the HVHZ. The Miami-Dade Code Compliance Office reviews
applications for state approval of HVHZ products and advise the Florida Building Commission on their
compliance with HVHZ standards. Compliance can be determined by accessing the state approval online
using the state approval number then checking the standards products were tested to and the “limitations
of use” documentation.

Approval by the State or Miami-Dade County allows acceptance of a product for use within the HVHZ.
However, the building permitting authority must determine whether products comply

with the requirements of the Code specific to the building they are used in. The State or Miami-Dade
approvals provide the information required for this determination. Further testing or engineering
evaluation cannot be required unless the permit applicant wishes to demonstrate the product can be used
outside of the approved limitations of use.
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