
 
Waiver# 187-R0 

 

Requirements to be Waived. 

 

City of Gainesville Chief Building Officer has cited Florida Building Code 5th Edition (2014) Accessibility, 

Chapter 2, section 201.1.1 Vertical accessibility, stating that the art studio spaces on the second floor of 

this project do not meet any of the vertical accessibility exceptions provided. Further, 206.2.3 Multi-

Story Buildings and Facilities states that, "At least one accessible route shall connect 

each story and mezzanine in multi-story buildings and facilities." In this section, all exemptions have 

been deleted. Advisory 206.2.3 Multi-Story Buildings and Facilities Exceptions, refers back to the 

exceptions 1–7 in section 201.1.1, and states that, "Florida requirements may be waived down to the 

ADA Standards requirements." 

 

ADA Title III Regulation 28 CFR Part 36, Sec.36.401 New construction, (d) Elevator exemption, contains 

an exception to the general rule requiring elevators. Elevators are not required in facilities under three 

stories or with fewer than 3000 square feet per floor, unless the building is a shopping center or mall; 

professional office of a health care provider; public transit station; or airport passenger terminal. If the 

elevator exemption if granted, it is a "vertical access" exemption. This means that no accessible element 

need be provided to a second or third floor. This does not mean that if an entity wishes to provide 

access by ramp or a lift, it is, of course, free to do so. 

 

We request exemption from the requirement for vertical accessibility through this waiver process as 

described in Advisory 206.2.3 Multi-Story Buildings and Facilities Exception 1. However, we recognize 

the importance of the shared experience of architecture, design and art. Therefore, we propose the 

inclusion of an unenclosed platform lift, fitted with unassisted entry, operation, and exit, in the phase 1 

portion of this project. Since non-disabled access to the upper space will be gained using an uncovered 

exterior stair, this platform lift will provide equivalent access to people with disabilities, guest or tenant. 

Phase 2 of our project is smaller and is likely to be occupied by a single tenant, the owner. 
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