
553.512 Modifications and Waivers; Advisory Council.  The Florida Building Commission shall provide by regulation criteria for 

granting individual modifications of, or exceptions from, the literal requirements of this part (sections 553.501-553.513, Florida 

Statutes) upon a determination of unnecessary, unreasonable, or extreme hardship, provided such waivers shall not violate 

federal accessibility laws and regulations and shall be reviewed by the Accessibility Advisory Council. Notwithstanding any other 

provision of this subsection, if an applicant for a waiver demonstrates economic hardship in accordance with 28 C.F.R. 

36.403(f)(1), a waiver shall be granted. 

36.403(f)(1)  

(f) Disproportionality 

(1) Alterations made to provide an accessible path of travel to the altered area will be deemed disproportionate to the 

overall alteration when the cost exceeds 20% of the cost of the alteration to the primary function area.  

(2) Costs that may be counted as expenditures required to provide an accessible path of travel may include:  

(i) Costs associated with providing an accessible entrance and an accessible route to the altered area, for 

example, the cost of widening doorways or installing ramps;  

(ii) Costs associated with making restrooms accessible, such as installing grab bars, enlarging toilet stalls, insulating 

pipes, or installing accessible faucet controls;  

(iii) Costs associated with providing accessible telephones, such as relocating the telephone to an accessible 

height, installing amplification devices, or installing a text telephone (TTY);  

(iv) Costs associated with relocating an inaccessible drinking fountain.  

(g) Duty to provide accessible features in the event of disproportionality.  

(1) When the cost of alterations necessary to make the path of travel to the altered area fully accessible is 

disproportionate to the cost of the overall alteration, the path of travel shall be made accessible to the extent that it can 

be made accessible without incurring disproportionate costs.  

(2) In choosing which accessible elements to provide, priority should be given to those elements that will provide the 

greatest access, in the following order:  

(i) An accessible entrance;  

(ii) An accessible route to the altered area;  



(iii) At least one accessible restroom for each sex or a single unisex restroom;  

(iv) Accessible telephones;  

(v) Accessible drinking fountains; and  

(vi) When possible, additional accessible elements such as parking, storage, and alarms. 


