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1800 SW 1st Ave, Suite 607 
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October 20, 2014 
 
Department of Community Affairs 
Florida Building Commission 
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100 
 
REF.:  HOTEL VELA ROUGE – Waiver for Vertical Accessibility Requirement 
7130 Harding Avenue. Miami Beach, FL 33141 
 
Issue:  Providing Vertical Accessibility for all floors 
Analysis:  
The applicant is requesting a waiver from providing vertical accessibility route to the upper level of the hotel. The building is 
an existing two stories building an is undergoing an alteration of an approximate value of $375,453.00. This does not include  
the cost on an elevator to connect level 1 to level 2. The cost associated with the installation of a new elevator (new 
foundation, support structure, electrical, etc), the cost of modifying the existing structure-framing to make space for the 
elevator and the required foyer areas, plus the cost associated to losing (2) guest rooms; is making the owner to face a 
difficult situation moving forward with the completion of the project as planned. As mitigation to the existing conditions; a 
lift is to be installed to connect the lobby, which is at the lower level, with the corridor to guestrooms in level 1. All accessible 
units have been placed at level 1 which is fully accessible from lobby. 
 
Project Progress: 
The project is in plan review 
 
Items to be waived: 
Requirement for Vertical Accessibility to all levels above and below the habitable grade level (Florida Statutes, Section 
553.509 ‘Vertical Accessibility’) and (FAC 201.1.1) 
 
Waiver Criteria: 
There is no specific guidance for a waiver of this requirement in the code. Vertical Accessibility to all levels requirement may 
be waived down to ADA Standards by the Florida Building Commissions FAC 201.1. The commission current rule, authorized 
in Section 553.512, Florida Statues, provides criteria for granting waivers and allows consideration of unnecessary or 
extreme hardship to the applicant if the specific requirements are imposed. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Victor H. Rodriguez, R.A 
Principal – AR94965 
VHR Architecture 
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Proposed Floor Plan

Level 1 & Sub-Level

A1.100

1 SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"
PROPOSED FLOOR PLAN LEVEL 1

1/4" = 1'-0"
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PROPOSED FLOOR PLAN LEVEL 2

1/4" = 1'-0"

Proposed Floor Plan

Level 2

A1.200
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1/4" = 1'-0"
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1 SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"
LONGITUDINAL BUILDING SECTION

1/4" = 1'-0"



TH
E

 D
E

S
IG

N
S

 IN
D

IC
A

TE
D

 IN
 T

H
E

S
E

 D
R

A
W

IN
G

S
 A

R
E

 P
R

O
P

E
R

TY
 O

F 
V

H
R

 A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

e 
 A

LL
 C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

TS
 R

E
S

E
R

V
E

D
 ©

 2
01

3

1

2

3

4

ABCDE

BCDE

SHEET NO.

SCALE :

SHEET INDEX

SIGNATURE / DATE / SEAL

DDCI  Project #: 1313.00

Drawn by:  VHR

Approved by: VHR

© 2013 DDCI Corp.

Victor H. Rodriguez,
Registered Architect
State of Florida # AR0094965

Issue Date / ForIssue

A

1

2

3

4

PROJECT:

PROJECT OWNER :

08.19.2013  / Interior Demolition Permit1

ARCHITECT OF RECORD:

KEY PLAN

N

Michael Rauf
7130 Harding Avenue
Miami Beach, FL 33141
Phone: 000 000 0000
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SCALE: 3/16" = 1'-0"
EXISTING FLOOR PLAN AT LEVEL 1

D.01

3/16" = 1'-0"

- Existing Level 1
- Existing Level 2

N

SCALE: 3/16" = 1'-0"
EXISTING FLOOR PLAN AT LEVEL 2
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