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[X] New construction. 
 
[ ] Addition to a building or facility. 
 
[ ] Alteration to an existing building or facility. 
 
[ ] Historical preservation (addition). 
 
[ ] Historical preservation (alteration). 
 
4. Type of facility. Please describe the building (square footage, number of floors). Define the use of 
the building (i.e., restaurant, office, retail, recreation, hotel/motel, etc.) 
 
Indoor golf with dining facilities. 
 
 
5. Project Construction Cost (Provide cost for new construction, the addition, or the alteration):  
_______________$1,400,000____land and improvements_____________ 
 
6. Project Status: Please check the phase of construction that best describes your project at the time of 
this application. Describe status. 
 
[ ] Under Design [X] Under Construction* 
 
[ ] In Plan Review [ ] Completed* 
 
* Briefly explain why the request has now been referred to the Commission. 
 
The project has been referred to the Commission because of a code conflict in the Florida Accessibility 
Code at the direction of Orange County Building Department.  
 
This project has a mezzanine for the support of the building operations and is used by employees of the 
business. The mezzanine is not open to the public. The mezzanine provides the following functions: 
refrigerated beverage and food storage, food preparation, liquor storage, general storage, computer 
server, and office for management.  
 
Code Conflict: 
Florida Accessibility Code 2012 (FAC) requires buildings to have vertical accessibility in accordance 
with “FAC 201.1.1 Vertical Accessibility”. This section of the code has two conflicting exceptions (as 
directed by Orange County):  

a. FAC 201.1.1 Exception (3) Occupiable spaces and rooms that are not open to the public 
and that house no more than five persons, including, but not limited to equipment control 
rooms and projection booths. 

b. FAC 201.1.1 Exception (6) All employee areas as exempted by 203.9. 
 
The project was designed with a platform lift using the exception FAC 201.1.1 Exception (6) because 
the mezzanine is for employee use only and the mezzanine meets the accessibility requirements of 
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FAC 203.9. 
 
It is the opinion of Orange County that the mezzanine is required to have an elevator installed because 
the occupant load is greater than five persons per architectural sheet “A LS1.1” 
 
 
7. Requirements requested to be waived. Please reference the applicable section of Florida law.  
Only Florida-specific accessibility requirements may be waived. 
 
Issue 
 

1. :We request that the following code section be waived: 
a. FAC 201.1.1 Exception (3) Occupiable spaces and rooms that are not open to the public 

and that house no more than five persons, including, but not limited to equipment control 
rooms and projection booths. 

 
 
8. Reason(s) for Waiver Request: The Florida Building Commission may grant waivers of Florida-
specific accessibility requirements upon a determination of unnecessary, unreasonable or extreme 
hardship. Please describe how this project meets the following hardship criteria.  Explain all that would 
apply for consideration of granting the waiver. 
 
[X] The hardship is caused by a condition or set of conditions affecting the owner which does not 
affect owners in general. 
 
The architect and Building Official have different opinions in the code interpretation. It is the opinion 
of the Architect’s that because the mezzanine is designed to be accessible in accordance with FAC 
203.9, then FAC 201.1.1 Exception (6) this is the applicable exception to use. 
 
If the mezzanine was not compliant with FAC 203.9 then FAC 201.1.1 Exception (3) would apply. 
 
 
 [X] Substantial financial costs will be incurred by the owner if the waiver is denied. 
 
The mezzanine business functions include the following: (1) refrigerated food and beverage which is to 
be prepared and sold at the main level; (2) liquor storage; (3) general supplies; (4) computer server 
room; (5) accounting office, and (6) owner and general manager office. 
 
 
These functional elements and their proximity to the preparation of food and support of the business 
operation are critical for the business to function. The business will not be able to go forward without 
them. 
 
 
 [X] The owner has made a diligent investigation into the costs of compliance with the code, but 
cannot find an efficient mode of compliance. Provide detailed cost estimates and, where appropriate, 
photographs. Cost estimates must include bids and quotes. 
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This waiver request is submitted in a short time frame and we are not able to procure appropriate bids 
which typically take 2-3 weeks. The following is a list of elements that will be required to be modified 
to add an elevator in the current constructed condition: 
 
The construction is well underway. The requirement to install an elevator would have a significant cost 
impact for the project and would extend the budget beyond the bank loan amount. 
 
The associated cost to add an elevator at this point would include the following scopes of work: 

a. Platform Lift: this equipment has been purchased but not installed. The cost is $23,750. See 
“Appendix A” for the cost from the subcontractor. 

b. Elevator: the cost for the elevator including installation is $70,000. See “Appendix A” for the 
cost from the subcontractor. 

c. Modification of the existing building: 
a. Concrete Foundation:  Installation of a 4-foot depth elevator pit, removal of concrete for 

a new foundation for the elevator shaft.  
b.  Modification of the 80-foot span roof bar joist: The roof truss bottom chord is 10’-8” 

above the mezzanine floor. The elevator requires a minimum clear height (over-travel) 
of 12’-2” and additional room for the hoist beam and shaft cap. The roof trusses are 
spaces at four feet on center and will conflict with the elevator and therefore require 
modification. 

c. New Elevator Shaft: A new shaft could be constructed from either masonry or metal. 
d. Mezzanine Floor Structure: the existing mezzanine floor is framed with four steel 

columns that are at the four corners of the platform lift. These columns align with 
beams and the beams have bar joist supporting the mezzanine floor with an existing 
concrete floor slab on a metal deck system. The elevator shaft is larger and the floor 
system including beams and bar joist will require removal and replacement with a new 
system. 

e. Electrical: it is not known if the building has the capacity for a hydraulic elevator 
d. Plan configuration – the elevator and equipment room is larger than a platform lift with 

integrated motorization. 
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9. Provide documented cost estimates for each portion of the waiver request and identify any 
additional supporting data which may affect the cost estimates. For example, for vertical 
accessibility, the lowest documented cost of an elevator, ramp, lift or other method of providing 
vertical accessibility should be provided, documented by quotations or bids from at least two vendors 
or contractors. 
 

a. Platform Lift: the cost for the platform lift is $23, 750 and documentation is located at 
Appendix A. 

b. Elevator: the cost for the elevator is $70,000 and documentation is located in Appendix 
A 

c. Building modification Cost: the total cost of the modification of the building for the 
addition for an elevator is not known. 
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10. Licensed Design Professional: Where a licensed design has designed the project, his or her 
comments MUST be included and certified by signature and affixing of his or her professional seal. 
The comments must include the reason(s) why the waiver is necessary. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________________________ 
Signature     Printed Name 
 
Phone number  (407) 619-3043 
 
(SEAL) 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF APPLICANT: 
 
I hereby declare that the applicable documents in support of this Request for Waiver are attached for 

review by the Florida Building Commission and that all statements made in this application are to the 

best of my knowledge true and correct. 

Dated this 7 day of November, 2013 

 

_______________________________________ 

Signature 

Mark Nasrallah___________________________ 

Printed Name 

 

I understand that if I falsify, misrepresent, or omit any material information on this document, the 

Commission may revoke any order and will notify the building official of the permitting jurisdiction.  

KNOWINGLY MAKING A FALSE STATEMENT IN WRITING WITH THE INTENT TO 

MISLEAD A PUBLIC SERVANT IN THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS OFFICIAL DUTY IS A 

MISDEAMEANOR OF THE SECOND DEGREE PURSUANT TO SECTION 837.06 F.S. AND 

SECTION 775.083, F.S.  
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REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION BY LOCAL BUILDING DEPARTMENT. 
 
Please state why the issue is being referred to the Florida Building Commission as well as a 
recommendation for disposition. The Building Official or his or her designee should review the 
application and indicate that to the best of his or her knowledge, all information stipulated herein is 
true and accurate. Further, if this project is complete, explain why it is being referred to the 
Commission. The Building Official or his or her designee should sign a copy of the plans 
accompanying this application as certification that such plans are the same as those submitted for 
building department review.  Please reference the applicable section of the Accessibility Code. 
 
a. ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
b. ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
c. ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Has there been any permitted construction activity on this building during the past three years? If 
so, what was the cost of construction? 
 
[ ] Yes [ ] No Cost of Construction ________________________________________________ 
 
Comments/Recommendation___________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jurisdiction ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Building Official or Designee     _________________________________________ 
        Signature 

 
                 _________________________________________ 
     Printed Name 
 
     _________________________________________ 
     Certification Number 
 
     _________________________________________ 
     Telephone/FAX 
 
     _________________________________________ 
     Email Address 
 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
 





 

SOUTHEAST ELEVATOR, INC. 
811 EDWARDS ROAD  FT. PIERCE, FL.   34982 
PHONE (772) 461-0030      FAX (772) 461-9008 

www.seelevator.com 

 

 

 

 

 
November 7, 2013 
 
John Brandies 

Nasrallah Design Group 

3920 Edgewater Drive 

Orlando, FL 32804 

(407)647-0938ext208 

 
 
RE: Dewey Golf Elevator 
 
John, 
 
The cost to install a 2100Lb elevator for this project would be $70,000.00.  It 
would require a custom corner post elevator with adjacent opening which is not a 
product that is pre-engineered and will require custom fabrication to achieve. 
 
Currently the owner has already purchased a wheelchair lift for this project.  The 
cost for the wheelchair lift is $23,750.00 and is non-refundable.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charles S McGee 
President, Southeast Elevator, Inc.  
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(4) STEEL COLUMNS AT PLATFORM 
LIFT CORNERS & FLOOR FRAMING 
SYSTEM
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