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Memorandum





Date:	November 27, 2012


To:	Jeffrey B. Stone, Ph.D., Chairman


	and Members Product Approval POC


Subject:	Complaint on FL11473-R2








Description of Product:  The complaint is based on the performance of products 11473.11, models MTSM16 and MTSM20.  The description of the products is “heavy twist strap for masonry”.  The product consists of a metal strap that is nailed to wood trusses and anchored to the masonry with concrete anchors produced by the same manufacturer.  The product approval application indicates the number of nails into the wood trusses and the number of anchors into the masonry.  The evaluation report indicates the testing performed on the products. 





Basis of Complaint:  The complaint is based on the performance of the masonry anchors.  The complaint indicates that the product tested under ASTM 1761 is required to perform under Sect. 1716.1.2.1 that indicates “The allowable vertical load of the joist hanger shall be the lowest value determined from the following:” and subparagraph 4. Indicates: “The sum of the allowable design loads for nails or other fasteners utilized to secure the joist hanger to the wood members and allowable bearing loads that contribute to the capacity of the hanger.





The complaint indicates that an analysis of the product masonry anchors would exceed the manufacturer’s published data on the anchors and not be in compliance with the aforesaid subparagraph 4.





Response by Applicant:  A representative of the manufacturer has given the following response to the complaint during our inquires to both parties:





The capacity of the masonry screws is NOT required to be calculated by the Florida Building Code.  Only testing is required.  The code states in Section 1716.1.2.1, Note 4 “The sum of the allowable design loads for nails or other fasteners utilized to secure the joist hanger to the wood members and allowable bearing loads that contribute to the capacity of the hanger.”  Only fasteners to WOOD are required to be calculated.  Nowhere does the code state that fasteners to masonry have to use their calculated or even approved value.  So the tested capacity of the fasteners in the specific spacing provided by the connector govern





Respectfully submitted,








Theodore Berman, P.E.


Florida Product Approval System Administrator
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