
3. Buildings with repair garages servicing vehicles
parked in basements.

4. A Group S-1 fire area used for the repair of com-
mercial trucks or buses where the fire area exceeds
5,000 square feet (464 m2).

[F] 903.2.9.2 Bulk storage of tires. Buildings and struc-
tures where the area for the storage of tires exceeds
20,000 cubic feet (566 m3) shall be equipped throughout
with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.1.

[F] 903.2.10 Group S-2 enclosed parking garages. An
automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout
buildings classified as enclosed parking garages in accor-
dance with Section 406.4 as follows:

1. Where the fire area of the enclosed parking garage
exceeds 12,000 square feet (1115 m2); or

2. Where the enclosed parking garage is located beneath
other groups.

Exception: Enclosed parking garages located
beneath Group R-3 occupancies.

[F] 903.2.10.1 Commercial parking garages. An auto-
matic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout
buildings used for storage of commercial trucks or buses
where the fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (464 m2).

[F] 903.2.11 Specific building areas and hazards. In all
occupancies an automatic sprinkler system shall be installed
for building design or hazards in the locations set forth in
Sections 903.2.11.1 through 903.2.11.6.

Exception: Groups R-3 and U.

[F] 903.2.11.1 Stories without openings. An automatic
sprinkler system shall be installed throughout all stories,
including basements, of all buildings where the floor
area exceeds 1,500 square feet (139.4 m2) and where
there is not provided at least one of the following types of
exterior wall openings:

1. Openings below grade that lead directly to ground
level by an exterior stairway complying with Sec-
tion 1009 or an outside ramp complying with Sec-
tion 1010. Openings shall be located in each 50
linear feet (15 240 mm), or fraction thereof, of
exterior wall in the story on at least one side. The
required openings shall be distributed such that the
linear distance between adjacent openings does
not exceed 50 feet (15 240 mm).

2. Openings entirely above the adjoining ground
level totaling at least 20 square feet (1.86 m2) in
each 50 linear feet (15 240 mm), or fraction
thereof, of exterior wall in the story on at least one
side. The required openings shall be distributed
such that the linear distance between adjacent
openings does not exceed 50 feet (15 240 mm).

[F] 903.2.11.1.1 Opening dimensions and access.
Openings shall have a minimum dimension of not less
than 30 inches (762 mm). Such openings shall be
accessible to the fire department from the exterior and

shall not be obstructed in a manner that fire fighting or
rescue cannot be accomplished from the exterior.

[F] 903.2.11.1.2 Openings on one side only. Where
openings in a story are provided on only one side and
the opposite wall of such story is more than 75 feet (22
860 mm) from such openings, the story shall be
equipped throughout with an approved automatic
sprinkler system, or openings as specified above shall
be provided on at least two sides of the story.

[F] 903.2.11.1.3 Basements. Where any portion of a
basement is located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm)
from openings required by Section 903.2.11.1, the
basement shall be equipped throughout with an
approved automatic sprinkler system.

[F] 903.2.11.2 Rubbish and linen chutes. An automatic
sprinkler system shall be installed at the top of rubbish
and linen chutes and in their terminal rooms. Chutes
extending through three or more floors shall have addi-
tional sprinkler heads installed within such chutes at
alternate floors. Chute sprinklers shall be accessible for
servicing.

[F] 903.2.11.3 Buildings three stories or more in
height. Any building which is of three stories or more in
height shall be equipped with an approved automatic
sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section
903.1.

Exceptions:

1. Single- and two-family dwellings.

2. A stand-alone parking garage constructed with
noncombustible materials, the design of which is
such that all levels of the garage are uniformly
open to the atmosphere on all sides with the per-
centages of openings equal to or greater than those
specified in Section 406.3. Such garages shall be
separated from any other structure by not less than
20 feet (6096 mm). A stand-alone parking garage
is one that is solely for the parking of vehicles and
does not have any other occupancy group in the
building.

3. Telecommunication spaces located within tele-
communication buildings, if the spaces are
equipped to meet an equivalent fire prevention
standard approved by both the Florida Building
Commission and the State Fire Marshal.

4. Telecommunications spaces within telecommuni-
cation buildings, if the telecommunications space
is equipped with:

4.1. Air sampling smoke detection.

4.2. Remote, propietary or central station fire
alarm monitoring.

4.3. Automatic smoke exhaust system.

4.4. One-hour fire-resistance wall separating the
telecommunications space from the adjacent
areas on the same floor.
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4.5. Two-hour floor/ceiling assembly separating
the telecommunications space from adjacent
floors.

4.6. All other portions ancillary to the telecommu-
nications equipment area shall be provided
with fire sprinkler protection.

5. Sprinkler systems installed solely as a requirement
of Section 903.2.11.3 may be a NFPA 13R or
NFPA 13D system in accordance with their
scopes.

903.2.11.3.1 NFPA 101 as adopted by the Florida
Fire Prevention Code, as regarding the requirements
for fire protection sprinklers, is applicable to all mul-
tiple-family residential buildings, whether designated
as townhouses, condominiums, apartment houses,
tenements, garden apartments or by any other name.
The attorney general has determined that for the pur-
pose of the fire protection sprinkler requirements in
Section 553.895(2), Florida Statutes, townhouses
that are three or more stories tall and consist of three
or more units together are multiple-family dwellings.
Therefore, these types of townhouses are not exempt
from being considered for the requirements to pro-
vide fire protection sprinklers (even if there are any
other definitions that define a townhouse as a sin-
gle-family residence). When determining whether
townhouses require fire protection sprinkler systems,
the building official must consider in parallel: (a) the
attorney general’s opinion defining the statutory lan-
guage for townhouses; (b) the building code require-
ments, including all life-safety chapters, that provide
additional determining criteria, such as construction
types, fire-resistance, fire protection systems and
egress; and (c) the NFPA 101 as adopted by the
Florida Fire Prevention Code, egress and protection
determining criteria. The more restrictive criteria are
then applied.

[F] 903.2.11.4 Ducts conveying hazardous exhausts.
Where required by the Florida Building Code, Mechani-
cal, automatic sprinklers shall be provided in ducts con-
veying hazardous exhaust, or flammable or combustible
materials.

Exception: Ducts in which the largest cross-sectional
diameter of the duct is less than 10 inches (254 mm).

[F] 903.2.11.5 Commercial cooking operations. An
automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in commer-
cial kitchen exhaust hood and duct system where an
automatic sprinkler system is used to comply with Sec-
tion 904.

[F] 903.2.11.6 Other required suppression systems. In
addition to the requirements of Section 903.2, the provi-
sions indicated in Table 903.2.11.6 also require the
installation of a fire suppression system for certain build-
ings and areas.

[F] 903.2.12 During construction. Automatic sprinkler
systems required during construction, alteration and demo-

lition operations shall be provided in accordance with the
Florida Fire Prevention Code.

[F] 903.3 Installation requirements. Automatic sprinkler sys-
tems shall be designed and installed in accordance with Sec-
tions 903.3.1 through 903.3.6.

[F] 903.3.1 Standards. Sprinkler systems shall be designed
and installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, unless
otherwise permitted by Sections  903.3.1.2 and 903.3.1.3.

[F] 903.3.1.1 NFPA 13 sprinkler systems. Where the
provisions of this code require that a building or portion
thereof be equipped throughout with an automatic sprin-
kler system in accordance with this section, sprinklers
shall be installed throughout in accordance with NFPA
13 except as provided in Section 903.3.1.1.1.

[F] 903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. Automatic sprin-
klers shall not be required in the following rooms or
areas where such rooms or areas are protected with an
approved automatic fire detection system in accor-
dance with Section 907.2 that will respond to visible
or invisible particles of combustion. Sprinklers shall
not be omitted from any room merely because it is
damp, of fire-resistance-rated construction or con-
tains electrical equipment.

1. Any room where the application of water, or
flame and water, constitutes a serious life or fire
hazard.

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are consid-
ered undesirable because of the nature of the
contents, when approved by the fire code offi-
cial.
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[F] TABLE 903.2.11.6
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS

SECTION SUBJECT

402.9 Covered malls

403.2, 403.3 High-rise buildings

404.3 Atriums

405.3 Underground structures

407.5 Group I-2

410.6 Stages

411.4 Special amusement buildings

412.4.6, 412.4.6.1,
412.6.5 Aircraft hangars

415.6.2.4 Group H-2

416.4 Flammable finishes

417.4 Drying rooms

507 Unlimited area buildings

508.2.5 Incidental accessory occupancies

1028.6.2.3 Smoke-protected assembly seating

FFPC Sprinkler system requirements as set forth in
the Florida Fire Prevention Code
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