
553.775 Interpretations.— 

 (3) The following procedures may be invoked regarding interpretations of the Florida Building Code 

or the Florida Accessibility Code for Building Construction: 

… 

 (c) The commission shall review decisions of local building officials and local enforcement agencies 

regarding interpretations of the Florida Building Code or the Florida Accessibility Code for Building 

Construction after the local board of appeals has considered the decision, if such board exists, and if 

such appeals process is concluded within 25 business days. 

… 

5. The panel shall conduct proceedings as necessary to resolve the issues; shall give due regard to 

the petitions, the response, and to comments posed on the Building Code Information System; and shall 

issue an interpretation regarding the provisions of the Florida Building Code or the Florida Accessibility 

Code for Building Construction within 21 days after the filing of the petition. The panel shall render a 

determination based upon the Florida Building Code or the Florida Accessibility Code for Building 

Construction or, if the code is ambiguous, the intent of the code. The panel’s interpretation shall be 

provided to the commission, which shall publish the interpretation on the Building Code Information 

System and in the Florida Administrative Register. The interpretation shall be considered an 

interpretation entered by the commission, and shall be binding upon the parties and upon all 

jurisdictions subject to the Florida Building Code or the Florida Accessibility Code for Building 

Construction, unless it is superseded by a declaratory statement issued by the Florida Building 

Commission or by a final order entered after an appeal proceeding conducted in accordance with 

subparagraph 7. 

6. It is the intent of the Legislature that review proceedings be completed within 21 days after the 

date that a petition seeking review is filed with the commission, and the time periods set forth in this 

paragraph may be waived only upon consent of all parties. 

7. Any substantially affected person may appeal an interpretation rendered by the panel by filing a 

petition with the commission. Such appeals shall be initiated in accordance with chapter 120 and the 

uniform rules of procedure and must be filed within 30 days after publication of the interpretation on 

the Building Code Information System or in the Florida Administrative Register. Hearings shall be 

conducted pursuant to chapter 120 and the uniform rules of procedure. Decisions of the commission 

are subject to judicial review pursuant to s. 120.68. The final order of the commission is binding upon 

the parties and upon all jurisdictions subject to the Florida Building Code or the Florida Accessibility 

Code for Building Construction. 

8. The burden of proof in any proceeding initiated in accordance with subparagraph 7. is on the 

party who initiated the appeal. 



9. In any review proceeding initiated in accordance with this paragraph, including any proceeding 

initiated in accordance with subparagraph 7., the fact that an owner or builder has proceeded with 

construction may not be grounds for determining an issue to be moot if the issue is one that is likely to 

arise in the future. 

This paragraph provides the exclusive remedy for addressing requests to review local interpretations of 

the Florida Building Code or the Florida Accessibility Code for Building Construction and appeals from 

review proceedings. 

 

 

 


