(9)(@a) The commission may approve technical amendments to the Florida Building Code once each year for
statewide or regional application upon a finding that the amendment:

1. Is needed in order to accommodate the specific needs of this state.

2. Has a reasonable and substantial connection with the health, safety, and welfare of the general public.

3. Strengthens or improves the Florida Building Code, or in the case of innovation or new technology, will provide
equivalent or better products or methods or systems of construction.

4. Does not discriminate against materials, products, methods, or systems of construction of demonstrated
capabilities.

5. Does not degrade the effectiveness of the Florida Building Code.

The Florida Building Commission may approve technical amendments to the code once each year to incorporate into the
Florida Building Code its own interpretations of the code which are embodied in its opinions, final orders, declaratory
statements, and interpretations of hearing officer panels under s. 553.775(3)(c), but only to the extent that the
incorporation of interpretations is needed to modify the code to accommodate the specific needs of this state.
Amendments approved under this paragraph shall be adopted by rule after the amendments have been subjected to
subsection (3).

(b) A proposed amendment must include a fiscal impact statement that documents the costs and benefits of the
proposed amendment. Criteria for the fiscal impact statement shall be established by rule by the commission and shall
include the impact to local government relative to enforcement, the impact to property and building owners, and the
impact to industry, relative to the cost of compliance. The amendment must demonstrate by evidence or data that the
state’s geographical jurisdiction exhibits a need to strengthen the code beyond the needs or regional variations
addressed by the code and why the proposed amendment applies to this state.

(c) The commission may not approve any proposed amendment that does not accurately and completely address all
requirements for amendment which are set forth in this section. The commission shall require all proposed amendments
and information submitted with proposed amendments to be reviewed by commission staff prior to consideration by any
technical advisory committee. These reviews shall be for sufficiency only and are not intended to be qualitative in
nature. Staff members shall reject any proposed amendment that fails to include a fiscal impact statement. Proposed
amendments rejected by members of the staff may not be considered by the commission or any technical advisory
committee.

(d) Provisions of the Florida Building Code, including those contained in referenced standards and criteria, relating
to wind resistance or the prevention of water intrusion may not be amended pursuant to this subsection to diminish
those construction requirements; however, the commission may, subject to conditions in this subsection, amend the
provisions to enhance those construction requirements.
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