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The Santa Barbara Hotel & Apartments
230 20th Street
Miami Beach

Preliminary Remarks

The present study comprises a survey of the 230 20th Street, a contributing historic property
located in a district that has been both nationally and locally designated: the Miami Beach
Architectural District (NR 1979) and the Museum Area Historic District (City of Miami
Beach,1985/1992). The study was prepared for VOS Hospitality in anticipation of a change of
use and restoration and expansion Project for the property, designed by Shulman + Associates.

The proposed Project comprises signifcant renovation, with selected demolition and expansion
of the property to create an upgraded hotel.

This study presents the building historically, based on available documentation and site
verification. It includes historical imagery and the building card. A photo survey of the current
conditions is also included.

Page 3 March 6, 2015
Shulman + Associates



The Santa Barbara Hotel & Apartments
230 20th Street
Miami Beach

Historical Analysis and Imagery
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The Santa Barbara Hotel & Apartments
230 20th Street
Miami Beach

Historical Outline

Dating to 1947, the Santa Barbara Hotel & Apartments was designed by architect Norman M.
Giller for owner Max Feldman. John Myers was the builder.

The project site was Lot 54, Block D of the Miami Beach Improvement Company Ocean Front
Subdivision, an 80 x 125 lot.

The Santa Barbara was conceived as a garden-style apartment building, a popular postwar

type in Miami Beach. The building is a U-shape and comprises 21 one bedroom/two bath units
opening on to an exterior courtyard. The main entrance to the building is on the front facade
facing north on 20th Street, and comprises a metal gate leading into the courtyard. Typical to the
garden style, individual units open on to the courtyard from open catwalks with iron balustrades.
An exterior spiral staircase links the two levels.

The structural system of the building is concrete block stucco on a spread footing foundation,
and the exterior walls are stucco. The building has replacement aluminum single-hung sash
windows, and its roof is flat, with a cantilevered overhang.

The author could find very little historic information on the property, and no historic plans or
photographs. The Building Card records several alterations and additions to the building over
the years including two concrete patio additions in 1956 and the replacement of windows
with sliding glass doors in 1963. In 1983, then-owner Aaron Gopman apliied for a variance to
construct a covered passageway at the second floor level, connecting three non-conforming
buildings - the Santa Barbara Hotel with the Peter Miller Hotel next door.

The building has been in continuous use since its construction. It currently functions as a hotel/
hostel with an accessory cafe.

Norman M. Giller FAIA (1918-2008) was an influential architect of postwar Miami Beach. A
modernist, Giller was an early proponent of flat-slab construction. Over his 60 year career, Giller
designed many notable buildings including the Ocean Palm Motel, the Carillon Hotel, the the
Diplomat Hotel and Country Club, the Giller Building and the North Shore Band Shell.
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230 Twentieth st,

Postcard, ca. 1948. Courtesy City of Miami Beach
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Present-day aerial of site and context
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Context
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T
Front facade from 20th Street

North facade facing Southwest
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20th Street
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Northeast Corner facing South
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Rear of Greystone Hotel, Northeast gate to service alley
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.Rear alley of Greystone Hotel and East side of Santa Barbara facing South
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Northeast corner, electrical connection from transformer
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(L) East side of North facade, electrical connection
(R) Service alley, looking South from site wall

Page 26 March 6, 2015
Shulman + Associates



The Santa Barbara Hotel & Apartments
230 20th Street
Miami Beach

North facade

North facade facing South, Wall just East of Central Gate, with assumed historic grid pattern visible
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North facade facing Southeast

West facade and alley facing South
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West side of North facade, facing Southeast
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North facade and sidewalk, facing Southeast
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Central courtyard, facing South
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Central courtyard and interior West units

Central courtyard and interior East units
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Central courtyard from Northeast stair, facing South
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. g O I .
Courtyard from 2nd floor roof of front building

Roof on South side of building
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Central South Stair, facing East

Stair and railing detail

Page 36 March 6, 2015
Shulman + Associates



The Santa Barbara Hotel & Apartments
230 20th Street
Miami Beach

West facade facing South

West facade, rear fence and neighbor to
the West'’s trash zone
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Rear facade on West side

Southwest corner of building
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