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The existing building is an 11,805 (+/-) two-story sorority house, with 6,121 (+/-) square feet on the first 
floor and 5,684 (+/-) square feet on the second floor.  The (2) new additions will add approximately 1,328 
(+/-) square feet to the first floor only.  No work is being done on the second floor. 

$ 270,000.00 

X 

The project is currently in City of Tallahassee Growth Management Plan Review, and the following 
comment has been issued:  “This addition/alteration invokes Section 553.509 FL Statutes. 

 Provide vertical accessibility to second floor or a letter from owner indicating that the second 
floor is not open to the public and will not house more than 5 persons, consistent with Section 
11-4.1.6(1)(f)(3), FBC, Chapter 11. 
OR 

 Seek and obtain waiver for this requirement.” 

Although the second floor is not open to the public, it houses more than 5 persons; therefore we 
are requesting the waiver. 



 

 

 

Florida Building Code (FBC-B), Sections 11-4.1.6(1)(b), 11-4.1.3(5), Florida Statutes, Section 553.509.  
Section 11-4.1.6(1)(b) requires that an alteration to an existing space comply with the requirements of 
Sections 11-4.1.1 to 11-4.1.3 (minimum requirements for new construction).  Section 11-4.1.3(5) requires 
a passenger elevator to serve all levels of the building. 
 
 

X 

X 

The space required for an elevator and all associated equipment, including machine room and shaft, would 
consume a disproportionate amount of space for the areas to be served.  Installation of an elevator would 
require removal of at least 1 room on each floor, which would reduce the number of residents housed.  A 
chairlift is not a viable option since both existing stairwells are too narrow to provide the required 
clearances. 
 

The estimated cost of the renovation is $ 270,000.  Twenty percent (20%) of $ 270,000 is $54,000.  The new 
accessible elements already included in the project (accessible parking space and access aisle, exterior 
accessible ramp, accessible entry doors and accessible restroom) will consume a large part of the 20% 
allocation for accessibility.  The national average for a 2-stop commercial elevator installed, with the shaft 
enclosure, is in the range of $ 80,000 to $ 90,000.  Please see the attached elevator quotes.  Please note 
that these quotes are only for the elevator equipment and installation and do not include the shaft 
enclosure or any alterations to the existing building. 
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