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Salhng club award recalls C|ty S seagomg h|story

l

fifirst to amve was awarded the ]ob of brmgmg that sh1p

ntation ceremomes last Saturday, the‘ )
ili :Club recewed an historical com="

skillful and daring seamanship brought the rewards; as
-each pilot was working: mdependently there were no
‘unions or. cooperatlves in those days. = - "~

wever, there were
sion s pilots got together
a couple hundrd pounds of

L pllot’s sallboat ‘The story, often repeated relates ‘that

“he’ could not keep pace with the other boats in their race
_ " {o the sea. It was several days and much teasmg from
‘__f his buddies: before he finally found the source “of his
. dilemma, and — it can be assumed — took retribution.
<-During the early years of competitive ‘piloting, the
men depended entirely on sails. It was much later that
: they organized into a ‘cooperatively shared: association,
thy ich bas -and several years later that pilot boats ‘with engines
w111 carry the: engraved names
~the:annual award Ther

the “Sea-Dog.”
) -+ Williamand Jame recogmzed the need for a place for
“As'a footnote to hlstory, the Bell twins, whose. entlr » v1sntmg ships’ crews and local families to worship. They
hfetunes were devoted to the sea, lie buried side by'side ~ were instrumental in building the first Episcopal church
~in St.‘Peter’s Episcopal Cemetery in Femandma Beach i on the island. It wasa small wooden structure located in
--On each headstone a Shlp ‘ancho - is Carved‘ ir 5 Old Town long since fallen into disuse and decay.-
i.relief. = * - All of the foregoing events took place before Dav1d
Sponsors Yulee laid out the plots and established the City. of Fer-
dma__ﬁThere were slack seasons and periods of bad
eather which' prompted ‘the Bell twins to become in-
olved in- bulldmg new homes for their own families and
or other harbor pilots. The restored house facin, the
sh Parade ‘Ground on the “hill” in Old’To
friend, another pilot captain, in
ructure is now occupxed by ;

of tlus most umque ‘memorial to the city’s
‘Mrs

The decorative trim is a prime example of £
-.dale style,and an excellent sample of an early usage in
tecture. This construction is of heart pine

-each serving - Florida'arch
e assxgnment was to run : and has a comed seam metal roof. The marble mantels
. ships that were deployed to’ ockade all usal "facades were. imported- from- Italy, ‘the

: 3 of Southern'ports. Their. duty was to brin England and the chandehers from

* destitute’ Confederacy supplies of. ‘wool; qui

and foodstuffs, much of wmch “ngmated‘
“.Isles. . S

.. In the early days of Florlda’s entrance

the twins pecame established as harbor pilots in w

~now known as “Qld Town.” The pilots kept their skiffs in

. Eagan’s Creek, for. quickest access to Cumberland

' "Sound and out into the ocean.

A watchtower was built on the hill at Old Town so ar-.. - ner of 7th and Beech Streets was another of Captain

riving vessels could be spotted at sea beyond the bar. - William Bell’s houses. Another, with its gingerbread

-~ When the alert was sounded, the pilots would race their = porticos, is located on 8th Street (southwest corner),

f chmdlvxdual sailing dories out to the incoming shlps, the'; diagonally across from Reynold’s Motors

Belgium. 5

The,  “Lowe House” on 8th and Beech Streets
outhwest ‘corner). was built and lived in by Wﬂham
Bell until his death. -

~Also, the home on 8th and Beech Streets (northwest
‘corner) was one of Captain William Bell’s and built for
his son, ‘William Jr. -

mto ‘the channel and to the dockside. It is natural that !

«;-Competition was" extremely keen, but it also was -t

ds into the bilge of another-

. the poor fellow was so slowed with the extra ‘weight | that -

- were put into service — the first of which was chnstened

- The home of the Lasserre family on the northeast cor- -
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