ISSUE: DCA08-DEC-345

The petitioner, James Reed of Southwest Progressive Enterprises, Inc. seeks a Declaratory Statement on Rule 9B-72 as it pertains to his product
BACKGROUND
9B-72.005 Scope (1) Products in the following categories as defined by subcategories of subsection 9B-72.010(31), F.A.C., shall be available for approval by the Commission pursuant to Rule 9B-72.090, F.A.C., for use in the state:

(a) Panel Walls;

(b) Exterior Doors;

(c) Roofing Products;

(d) Skylights;

(e) Windows;

(f) Shutters; and

(g) Structural Components.
9B-72.005 Scope (2) This rule applies to approval of products and systems, which comprise the building envelope and structural frame, for compliance with the structural requirements of the Florida Building Code.
From the declaratory statement request:
USES: Thermocromex is a one-coat exterior limestone finish on many substrates. It is made of natural hydraulic limestone and comes as a premixed bagged material that is mixed for 6-7 minutes and is spray applied by a pump machine at 3/8 inches thickness. It weighs around 3 lbs/ft sq. 

Technical Data:

St. Astier One Coat Exterior Limestone Finish - Thermocromex 

~Based on St. Astier natural hydraulic lime, this product is visually pleasant, durable, water resistant and cost effective. 

~ A one coat easy and economical application, ready mixed product based on Natural Hydraulic lime specially formulated to work on all substrates, including light weight cement blocks, clay blocks, bricks, and stone to achieve excellent waterproofing, low capillarity, high breathability, elasticity, and vibrant colored finishes. Thermocromex is available in a variety of colors. Our color chart is by no means exhaustive and can be supplied to a custom color with substantial savings in cost of painting and maintenance.   

	Technical Data 
	  
	Test std. CSTB & EN/BS 998.1 

	Dry Density (hardened product) 
	1450 g.1 +/100g/1 
	EN 459-2 

	Thermal conductivity 
	0.54 W/m.K 
	EN 1745 

	Granulometry 
	0.8 - 4.0 mm 
	C 136 

	Compressive strength 28 days 
	Between 4 and 6 N/mm² 
	C 109 

	Flexural strength 28 days 
	Between 2 and 2.5 N/mm² 
	C 348 

	Water retention (on paste) 
	94% (± 2%) 
	C 1506 

	Vapour permeability 
	1.61.10-9 kg/m²sPa (0.772 g x m² x  h x mmHg) 
	EN 1015-19 

	Capillarity 
	Between 1 and 2.5 g/dm².min1/2 
	EN 1015-18 

	Fire & Smoke 
	Class A (all uses) 
	  

	Elasticity moduli 28 days 
	Between 4000 and 6000 MPa 
	  


The manufacturer has stated it to be a stucco substitute. We have approved stucco products in both the 2004 code and the 2007 as products with structural properties. The manufacturer has not as yet submitted final testing and evaluation data that determines the structural properties of this product and its compliance with the Florida Building Code. Subsequently it is difficult to say at this stage whether it falls within the scope of Rule 9B-72. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends dismissal of the Declaratory Statement DCA08-DEC-345 as not enough information is provided to correctly determine the products structural properties. 
