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Statute(s), Agency Rule(s), Agency Order(s) and/or Code Section(s) on which the Declaratory Statement
is sought:
Ftorida Building Code Section 110.8.6

Background:

Universal Engineering Sciences provides, among other services, threshold inspection services under
Florida Statute 553.79(5). This statute stipulates the Special Inspector shall be licensed by the state of
Florida under Chapter 471 or 481. Statute 553.79(5) also states the requirements of the Special
Inspector's duly authorized representative. Universal Engineering Sciences has provided these services
since the inception of the statute in the 1980s for approximately 10,000 structures in approximately 90% of
the state's municipalities.

Recently, some building offices have required that the duly authorized representative of the Specia!
Inspector be qualified as a building inspector or a Special Inspector under Part-X11 of Chapter 468,
Florida Statutes or be certified as a Special Inspector.

We believe that the building departments are mis-reading Section 110.8.6 of the Florida Building Code as
below:

110.8.6 The building department may allow a special
inspector to conduct the minimum structural inspection of
threshold buildings required by this code, Section 553.73,
Florida Statutes, without duplicative inspection by the
building department. The building official is responsible
for ensuring that any person conducting inspectionsis
qualified as a building inspector under Part XIl of Chapter
468, Florida Statutes, or certified as a special ingpector,
under Chapter 471 or 481, Florida Statutes. Inspections of
threshold buildings required by Section 553.79(5), Florida
Statutes, are in addition to the minimum inspections
required by this code.

We believe that the intent of the highlighted sentence is for the occasion where the Building Department
does not wish to or cannot perform their required structural inspections and in that instance if the Special
Inspector's Duly Authorized representative is also qualified as a building inspector under Part XII of
Chapter 468, then the building department does not have to provide the duplicative inspection.
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The requirements for the Special Inspector’s Duly Authorized representative are as follows:

Chapter 61G15-35.004(2) F.A.C. Special Inspectors utilizing Authorized Representatives shall
ensure the Authorized Representative is qualified by education, licensure, or training to perform
the duties assigned by the Special Inspector. Effective July 1, 2016, those qualifications shall
include:

(e) Four years of Threshold Building inspection training on non-Threshold Buildings performed
under the supervision of a Special Inspector who was in responsible charge of the trainee’s work

Note, the Special Inspector’s Duly Authorized Representative is NOT REQUIRED to be qualified as a
Building Inspector.

We do not believe that the building department can require the Special Inspector’s Duly Authorized
Representative to have certification above and beyond that which is required under Section 553.79(5).

Universal has recently provided a proposal for threshold inspection services for a 22-story residential
building. The Special Inspection Plan prepared by the engineer of record requires the Special Inspector
and His Duly Authorized Representative to meet the requirement of Section 553.79(5)..

We believe that these excessive requirements are placing an undue burden on our company, our staff and
our clients. We request a declaratory statement to the following question:

Can a bhuilding department or building official require a Special Inspector’s Duly Authorized
Representative, to be licensed or certified under Part XII of Chapter 468 which is in excess of the
requirements of the Duly Authorized Representative as described in Section 553.79(5).

Mark C. Israel, P.E.
President
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