Declaratory Statement/Local Amendments

1.  What is a declaratory statement and how do I request one to be issued?

A declaratory statement is the means for obtaining an opinion from the Florida Building Commission relating to the intent of issues within the scope of the Florida Building Code.  You may obtain information on how to file a request for declaratory statement at this website: http://www.floridabuilding.org/fbc/dec_statements/1_request_decs.htm.  You may locate previously published declaratory statements at this link: http://floridabuilding.org/bc/bc_srch.aspx.

For additional information, please visit the Floridabuilding.org website link at: http://www.floridabuilding.org/fbc/dec_statements/chpt28-105.PDF or contact the Florida Building Commission directly at (850)487-1824.
2.  What is a local amendment and how do I access one for my jurisdiction?

Local amendments are issued by the local government or authority having jurisdiction such as the city, county or municipality in which you reside.

Under certain strictly defined conditions, local governments may amend the Florida Building Code to be more stringent. Amendments to the Florida Building Code must be adopted by local ordinance and submitted to the Florida Building Commission via the Building Code Information System at least 30 days prior to being enforced.  

Adoption and Maintenance

The Florida Building Code is adopted and updated triennially by the Florida Building Commission.  Minimum requirements for permitting, plans review and inspections are established by the code; however, local jurisdictions may adopt additional administrative requirements that are more stringent. Local technical amendments are subject to strict criteria established by Section 553.73, F.S. Local amendments may be adopted into the code or repealed when the code is updated triennially.  Local amendments are subject to appeal to the Commission according to the procedures established by Section 553.73, F.S.

To determine if a local amendment has been established in your jurisdiction, you may visit the following link: http://floridabuilding.org/bc/bc_srch.aspx or contact your local Building Department (City and/or County).

For additional information, please visit the Floridabuilding.org website link at: http://www.floridabuilding.org or contact the Florida Building Commission directly at (850)487-1824.

