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Section 553.37(2)(d), Florida Statutes, requires the Department of Community Affairs to “monitor the manufacturers’, inspection agencies’, and plan review agencies’ compliance with the Manufactured Building Program and the Florida Building Code.  Monitoring may include, but is not limited to, performing audits of plans, inspections of manufacturing facilities and observation of the manufacturing and inspection process, and onsite inspection of buildings.”

Florida Statute requires products used in the components cladding construction of structures receive approval from the Jurisdiction Having Authority (JHA), validating the manufacturer has demonstrated the product complies with the Florida Building Code (FBC).  Since the Agency serves as the Department’s representative and the JHA for the Manufactured (Modular) Building Program, it is incumbent upon the Agency to insure that all manufactured (modular) buildings comply with the Section 553, Part I, Florida Statutes, Rule 9B-1, Florida Administrative Code, and the Florida Building Code, which includes Product Approval.  

The monitoring process has revealed wood frame construction tie-down strappings, without identifiable listing and quality assurance marks, are being installed on some Florida-approved Manufactured (Modular) Buildings. As part of the monitoring process, tests were requested to validate strapping compliance with the Florida Building Code. Some manufacturers presented tests other than the ASTM D 1761 test, the only test result sufficient for FBC compliance.  

Florida Statute provides several ways to validate compliance for components and cladding material:  (1) access products approved by the Florida Building Commission via the Building Code Information System (BCIS), and (2) perform one of the other methods listed in Section 553.8425 (a)-(f), Florida Statute, Local Product Approval.
Section 553.842, Florida Statute, Local product approval. 
(1) For local product approval, products or systems of construction shall demonstrate compliance with the structural windload requirements of the Florida Building Code through one of the following methods:

(a) A certification mark, listing, or label from a commission-approved certification agency indicating that the product complies with the code;

(b) A test report from a commission-approved testing laboratory indicating that the product tested complies with the code;

(c) A product-evaluation report based upon testing, comparative or rational analysis, or a combination thereof, from a commission-approved product evaluation entity which indicates that the product evaluated complies with the code;

(d) A product-evaluation report or certification based upon testing or comparative or rational analysis, or a combination thereof, developed and signed and sealed by a Florida professional engineer or Florida registered architect, which indicates that the product complies with then code;

(e) A statewide product approval issued by the Florida Building Commission; or

(f) Designation of compliance with a prescriptive, material standard adopted by the commission by rule under s. 553.842(15).

If a strap, hurricane clip, joist hanger, or rafter tie, for wood frame construction, is being approved by other than a listing mark as noted in Section 553.8425 (1)(a), Florida Statutes, the product requires, as part of the documentation, an ASTM D 1761 test, demonstrating the product is capable of performing to the limits mandated by the Florida Building Code. 

The Florida Building Code provides three methods, plus an exception, for metal strapping to be approved for use in Florida wood frame construction (FBC 2301.2). All three require compliance with FBC 2304. 

FBC 2304.9.3 Joist hangers and framing anchors. Connections depending on joist hangers or framing anchors, ties and other mechanical fastenings not otherwise covered are permitted where approved. The vertical load-bearing capacity, torsional moment capacity and deflection characteristics of joist hangers shall be determined in accordance with Section 1715.1.
FBC 2304.9 is the section for connections and fasteners compliance in the Wood section of the Florida Building code. FBC 2304.9.3 requires compliance with FBC 1715.1.

1715.1.1 Test standards for joist hangers. The vertical load-bearing capacity, torsional moment capacity and deflection characteristics of joist hangers shall be determined in accordance with ASTM D 1761 using lumber having a specific gravity of 0.49 or greater, but not greater than 0.55, as determined in accordance with AF&PA NDS for the joist and headers.

FBC 1751.1.1 references the ASTM D 1761 as the test documentation required for determining FBC compliance of straps, hurricane clips, joist hangers, or rafter ties. 

FBC 2308, the FBC section on conventional light-frame construction also requires compliance with section 2304.9 connections and fasteners.

If a non-compliant installation of metal tie down wind-resistant modular construction is noted during the Agency inspection or DCA monitoring, corrections must be made and verified before the manufacturer orders the insignia for the manufactured (modular) building.
If you feel your substantial rights are impacted by this action of the Department, you have the right to request a proceeding to challenge the agency action pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57, Florida Statutes and Rule 28-106, Florida Administrative Code.
BT/ij

Attachment:  Notice of Appeal Rights

          Section 553.39, Florida Statutes
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fbc/Manufactured_Buildings/NOTICE%20OF%20RIGHTS.doc
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fbc/Manufactured_Buildings/Section%20553.39,F.S..mht
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