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This application is available in alternate formats upon request. 
 

REQUEST FOR WAIVER FROM ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
OF CHAPTER 553, PART V, FLORIDA STATUTES  

 
Your application will be reviewed by the Accessibility Advisory Council and its 
recommendations will be presented to the Florida Building Commission. You will have the 
opportunity to answer questions and/or make a short presentation, not to exceed 15 minutes, at 
each meeting. The Commission will consider all information presented and the Council's 
recommendation before voting on the waiver request. 
 
1. Name and address of project for which the waiver is requested. 
 
Name: THE POLLY BROOKS BUILDING, EDWARD WATERS COLLEGE 
 
Address: 1404 TYLER STREET, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
 
2. Name of Applicant. If other than the owner, please indicate relationship of applicant to 
owner and written authorization by owner in space provided: 
 
Applicant's Name:  BERTRAM A. BRUTON, ARCHITECT 
 
Applicant's Address: 1778 W. 11TH STREET, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32209 
 
Applicant's Telephone: 303.949.5084  FAX: 303.388.8506 
 
Applicant’s E-mail Address: bbruton@babassociates.net 
 
Relationship to Owner: PROJECT ARCHITECT 
 
Owner's Name:  EDWARD WATERS COLLEGE 
 
Owner's Address:  1658 KINGS ROAD, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32209 
 
Owner's Telephone:  904.470.8014      FAX:   904.470.8044 
 
Owner’s E-mail Address: Randolph.Mitchell@ewc.edu 
      
Signature of Owner: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person: RANDOLPH MITCHELL 
 
Contact Person’s Telephone: 904.470.8014     E-mail Address: Randolph.Mitchell@ewc.edu 
  
This application is available in alternate formats upon request.                                 
Form No. 2001-01  
 
 
 
3. Please check one of the following: 

mailto:bbruton@babassociates.net
mailto:Randolph.Mitchell@ewc.edu
mailto:Randolph.Mitchell@ewc.edu


 
[ ] New construction. 
 
[ ] Addition to a building or facility. 
 
[ ] Alteration to an existing building or facility. 
 
[ ] Historical preservation (addition). 
 
[X ] Historical preservation (alteration).  See Attachments A & B 
 
4. Type of facility. Please describe the building (square footage, number of floors). Define the 
use of the building (i.e., restaurant, office, retail, recreation, hotel/motel, etc.) 
 
The building is a two (2) story, former residence, containing 2,198 sq.ft. on the 1st  floor and 
1,751 sq.ft. on the 2nd floor for a total of 3,949 sq.ft.  The building is one of five Historic 
Buildings on the Edward Waters College campus, and was previously used as the School of 
Music.  The proposed alteration is designed to accommodate a Computer Training Facility, 
consisting of approximately 40 computer workstations on two floors, General Offices, 
Conference Room and all purpose space. 
 
5. Project Construction Cost (Provide cost for new construction, the addition or the 
alteration):  Two hundred – Seventy Three Thousand dollars ($273,000) (historic changes) 
and handicap ramp location cost of Six Thousand ($6,000). 
 
6. Project Status: Please check the phase of construction that best describes your project at the 
time of this application. Describe status. 
 
[ ] Under Design [ ] Under Construction* 
 
[X ] In Plan Review [ ] Completed* 
 
* Briefly explain why the request has now been referred to the Commission. 
 
The building is designed to provide computer training for the complete student population.  
Hence the required program spaces are included on both building floors.  However, the 
First Floor is 100% handicap accessible, via a handicap compliant ramp.  All interior 
spaces are accessible and a single unisex restroom and a two-level drink fountain are 
provided.  The building, as altered, meets the requirement of the Uniform Building Code 
(UBC).  To meet the requirements of 100% accessibility would require the addition of an 
accessible elevator, eliminating the floor level changes and major modification of existing 
corridors and doors to provide an accessible route; and installation of an additional 
accessible restroom. 
 
7. Requirements requested to be waived. Please reference the applicable section of Florida 
law.  Only Florida-specific accessibility requirements may be waived. 



 
Issue 
 
1: BUILDING / SPACE – 100% HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE ; FBC 11-4.1.6 
 
 
8. Reason(s) for Waiver Request: The Florida Building Commission may grant waivers of 
Florida-specific accessibility requirements upon a determination of unnecessary, unreasonable or 
extreme hardship. Please describe how this project meets the following hardship criteria.  
Explain all that would apply for consideration of granting the waiver. 
 
[X] The hardship is caused by a condition or set of conditions affecting the owner which does 
not affect owners in general. 
 
The installation of an elevator and increasing the corridor width and other accessibility 
requirements will reduce usable floor area by approximately 250 sq. ft.  The computer 
workstations will be reduced by 10 stations. The cost required to make the building and 
spaces 100% handicap accessible will increase the construction cost by approximately 25% 
and decrease the possible student population by 25%. 
 
[ ] Substantial financial costs will be incurred by the owner if the waiver is denied. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
[ ] The owner has made a diligent investigation into the costs of compliance with the code, but 
cannot find an efficient mode of compliance. Provide detailed cost estimates and, where 
appropriate, photographs. Cost estimates must include bids and quotes. 
 
 
9. Provide documented cost estimates for each portion of the waiver request and identify 
any additional supporting data which may affect the cost estimates. For example, for vertical 
accessibility, the lowest documented cost of an elevator, ramp, lift or other method of providing 
vertical accessibility should be provided, documented by quotations or bids from at least two 
vendors or contractors. 
 

a. Two Stop Elevator and Associated Modifications – 1st & 2nd Floors 
Low Bid Flint Construction Service   $ 73,200 
                        15% Contingency       10,980 
        ---------- 
  Total Additional Cost   $ 84,180 
        ====== 

 
10. Licensed Design Professional: Where a licensed design professional has designed the 
project, his or her comments MUST be included and certified by signature and affixing of his or 



her professional seal. The comments must include the reason(s) why the waiver is necessary. 
 
The training program planned for the facility requires a minimum of 40 computer training 
workstations.  The currently designed will supply 38 computer workstations and 4 other 
spaces for additional use, printers, system network and other equipment.  The waiver will 
allow the college to maximize the proposed computer training program withing the 
building and proposed construction budget.  Additionally, the proposed alterations will 
maintain the historic character of the building.  The degree of modification necessary to 
achieve 100% accessibility, may not be consistent with the Historic Rehabilitation 
Standards.  As planned , the modifications have been reviewed and approved with monor 
conditions.  See Attachments A & B. 
 
Attachments: 

A. Certificate of Appropriateness 
Jacksonville Planning and Development Department 

B. Certificate of Appropriateness 
Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission 

C. Proposal – Installation of Elevator and Other Alterations 
Second Floor Accessibility: 
1. Flint Construction Services 
2. Big Gator Construction Company 
 

 
_____________________________    Bertram A. Bruton, Architect_ 
Signature       Printed Name 
       License No.: AR0008487 
Phone number: 303 / 949-5084 
Email:                bbruton@babassociates.net 
 
 
(SEAL) 

mailto:bbruton@babassociates.net


CERTIFICATION OF APPLICANT: 
 
I hereby swear or affirm that the applicable documents in support of this Request for Waiver are 
attached for review by the Florida Building Commission and that all statements made in this 
application are to the best of my knowledge true and correct. 
 
Dated this 27th day of July, 2010 
 
__________________________________________ 
Signature 
 
Bertram A. Bruton, Architect 
Printed Name 
 
By signing this application, the applicant represents that the information in it is true, accurate 
and complete. If the applicant misrepresents or omits any material information, the Commission 
may revoke any order and will notify the building official of the permitting jurisdiction. 
Providing false information to the Commission is punishable as a misdemeanor under Section 
775.083, Florida Statutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



















         Flint Construction Services 
  

1419 Linkside Drive 
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233 

License# CGC1508003 & CCC1327402 
CAC1816283 & CFC1428077 

PH 904.994.9626 
Fax: 904.372.9011 
flintr@comcast.net 

  
July 15, 2010 
  
Edward Waters College 
Polly Brook Building 
1260 West 7th Street 
Jacksonville, FL 32209 

          Proposal 
  
We hereby propose to furnish all the materials and perform all the labor necessary for the completion of: 
  

Two Stop Elevator and Associated Modifications 
  

  Scope of Work: 
• •        Demo wall, relocate wall and doors at second floor, demo floors at 

first and second level- $5,245 
• •        Build Elevator shaft to include all structural supports- $14,593  
• •        Site work, frame and pour elevator pit- $5,125 
• •        Change roof line to accommodate 13’ required above second floor to 

include truss cutting and stabilizing- $3,500 
• •        Site work and framing for machine room- $4,850 
• •        Dry well, pump and drainage- $1,900  
• •        Elevator with machinery- $38,000 (Quotes from Oits and Coastal 

Elevator) 
  

Exclusions, but not limited to: 
• •        Any undisclosed conditions. 
• •        Any scope of work not discussed in this proposal. 

  
Total Bid: $73,213.00 
Seventy Three Thousand Two Hundred Thirteen dollars only 

  
  
This proposal was approved on this ___ day of _____________________, 2010, by: 
  
_________________________________ 
(Signature) 
  
_________________________________ 
  
 

mailto:flintr@comcast.net


                                                 ATTACHMENT C2 
 CGC1507954    CCC1328857 
 
Edward Waters College 
Polly Brook Building 
1260 West 7th Street 
Jacksonville, FL 32209 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Big Gator Construction Company, Inc. is pleased to submit the attached 
proposal. 
 
The following is a detailed description of the work, which shall be 
performed.  In the interim, I invite you to call with any questions or 
concerns. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity you have provided Big Gator 
Construction Company, Inc. to submit this proposal and we look 
forward to your review and approval. 
 
All damaged materials will be replaced with like materials as readily 
available.  When like materials are not available, equal or greater than 
materials will be used upon approval of Big Gator Construction 
Company, Inc. and owner or agent of owner. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
 
Big Gator Construction Company, Inc. 
 

P.O. Box 19653, Jacksonville, FL 32245 ♦ Phone: 904-703-0151  Fax: 904-372-0004 



 
    CGC1507954   CCC1328857 
 
Edward Waters College 
Polly Brook Building 
1260 West 7th Street 
Jacksonville, FL 32209 
 
Scope of Work:  
 
 
Prepare second floor for elevator and accessibility- including demolition and relocation of walls. 
Excavate under house to allow for elevator pit.  Frame and pour pit with proper drainage. 
Demolition, framing supports and new framing for elevator shaft from 4’ beneath house to 13’ 
above second floor stop. 
Cut roof and trusses to allow for shaft then re-frame and flash. 
Includes finished Otis Two Stop Hydraulic Elevator with machinery  

  
 
Total Price of Proposal: $75,345.00 
 
 
 
All labor and materials to be provided by Big Gator Construction Co Inc. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, 
 
Big Gator Construction Co. Inc. 
 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Approval      Date 
 
The pricing in this proposal is valid for 30 days.  By signing this proposal, customer agrees to pay in full all invoiced 
amounts within 30 days of receipt.  Customer also agrees that failure to pay in full within 30 days of receipt of 
invoices will result in the accrual of interest at the rate of 1 ½% per month or the highest rate allowed by law, 
whichever is greater.  Customer further agrees that in the event of a dispute related to the proposal or the work 
therein, attorneys’ fees are recoverable by the prevailing party and that venue lies exclusively in Duval County, 
Florida.  All warranties over 90 days whether express or implied must be in writing in company letterhead with the 
owner’s signature, are void in the event customer fails to pay in full under the terms of this proposal and the 
corresponding invoices. 

P.O. Box 19653, Jacksonville, FL 32245 ♦ Phone: 904-703-0151  Fax: 904-372-0004 
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